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Lord, givemeyour grace, to speak in the name of the Fa-
ther and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Well, my broth ersand sisters, itissuch ajoy to be here
with you thismorning. And before | go any fur ther, | think
thestanding ovationwegaveto Cynthiaand Eli Wil sonindi
cates how pro foundly we were moved, we all were, by that
stun ning and so beau ti fully sung prayer. And my prayer as|
cometoyouthismorningtoshareinthiscol or ful act of wor
ship, isthat God’ s church may be onein the Spirit and serv-
ingHiminef fectivemission.

Bishop Bill, thank youfor inviting meto join you—and
my wife Eileen—at this con ven tion of yours. It'sade light
for ustobeherewithyouandtojoinother representativesof
God's church here on earth. While | pre sided, and Bill has
mentioned this, over the Lambeth Conference of 1998,
which brought to gether nearly 800 bi sh opsof theworldwide
Anglican Communion, it was such a privilege to have
Bishop Bill Oden and Mar i lyn, hiswife, with us. And Bill
madeaveryimportantcontri butiontoour deliberations. And
attheAngli canConsul tativeCouncil inDundeelast Septem
ber, we were de lighted to have Bishop Bill Grove and Mary
Louwithusaswell. Andall four have be comevery good and
firm friends. Now, my ti tle saysev ery thing | want to put be-
fore you this morning: “To wards An Ecol ogy of Unity: a
Truly Col or ful Church—Missionand Unity inthe21st Cen
tury.” It'sati tlewhich, | trust, like the per son speak ing to
youthismorning, isforwardlooking, hopeful andthank ful to
God for the way he has blessed us as churches.

But theti tle callsusto ask asween ter the 21st century,
“What sort of church is God call ing usto bein or der to be
faith ful to himin our world to day?’

In 1780, Charles Wesley pub lished his Collection of
Hymnsfor the Use of the Peo ple Called Meth odists. And the
opening hymn of section 5isstill usedin Eng land at the be-
ginning of thean nual Meth odist Confer ence. And hereare
some of the words:

And are we yet alive,
And see each other’ s face?
What trou bles have we seen,

What con flicts have we passed!

Fighting within and fears with out,
Sinceweassem bled last.

WEell those were troubled days for my church, the
Church of England, aswell asfor thefledg ling body whichin
timebecameknown astheMeth odist Church. Y ouknow, the
Methodists were determined to bring joy and life to the
church; thein sti tutional church seemed deter minedto keep
them out. Y et there’' s a church near Cam bridge in Eng land
which hasavery ex traor di nary plaquein sidethe church. It
commemorates an incumbent at the time of the Wesley
broth ers, and the plaquereadslikethis: “ Erected tothe mem
ory of the Rev. Blankety-blank who served asvicar among us
for 30years, with out the slight est trace of enthu si asm.”

Now that’ snot thekind of memorial I’ dliketoleave be-
hind me. So you ask the question: what does it mean, he
worked for 30 years with out the slight est trace of en thu si-
asm?Well, you see, the“enthu si asts” weretheMeth odists.
And he kept them out of hispar ish. Alas! Reli gion hasthat
ef fectonsomepeople. Insteadof liberating,itimprisons. It
stead of bringingjoy, it desiccates. But Wesley’ shymnreso
nates with us, too, doesn’'tit?

What con flicts have we passed!
Fightings with out and fears within,
Sinceweassem bled last.

No doubt, inthisgreat confer enceof yours, aswehadin
the Lambeth Confer ence, you havehadtoresist thetempta
tionfor maintenancetodomi natemissionand safety firstto
come before the kingdom of God. No doubt you have
weighty and bur den some mat ters on your mind. Y ou will
havedif fi cultdeci sionstomake. And I’ msureyouwill make
themin con for mity, asfar asyou and | can discernit, with
God'swill in Christ, keeping our eyesand our mindsfixed on
him. But that doesn’t make our deci sionsany easier, or any
less chal leng ing. Y ou see, along the way some peo ple get
hurt or disap pointed and at theworst feel marginalized or ig-
nored. How dowehandlesuch preciousgiftsaspeople? And
itissurely atest of our authenticity of faith ex pressedin our
communiontogether.

So aswe stand on the verge of the 21st cen tury, and we
look at the church and world in which we are set, sometimes
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wearetemptedtoacer tain degreeof pessi mism. TheDutch
historian, Johan Huizinga, writingin hismonumental work
The Au tumn of the Me di eval Age, re minds usthat, “Ev ery
ageyearnsforamorebeauti ful world. Thedeeper thedesper
ation and de pres sion about the con fusing present, morein
tensetheyearning.”

Well, if that were true of the me di eval period and the
dawn of the Re nais sance, it’'s also true of us as we face the
chal lenges of anew mil len nium. Oursisaworld whichisin
creasingly confusingandchal lenging, aworldwhereold cer
tainties seem to have been displaced by new relativities.
Wherecor poratereli gion, withitsauthori tativecommand of
truthand real ity, hasno lon ger theim pact or even much of
theway of avisi bleplaceinour soci eties.

And yet, has there ever been a time when there have
beensuchgreat and visi blehun ger andthirst for thethingsof
the spirit? The body, mind, and spirit sec tions of our book-
shopsinour great capi talsor theWorld Wide Web hasgiven
new spiritualities and not afew her e siesanew lease of life.
New religions and new-age philosophiesand spiritualities
are bur geoning wher ever welook. It issim ply not the case
that peo ple are not yearn ing to know God’ struth.

But withthesechal lenges, it’ svery tempt ing to echo the
wordsof St. BrendantheNav i gator, thelrish saint, whowas
saidto havecrossedtheAtlanticinavery small boat made of
cow hide and wat tle, who once said as he set off, “ Oh, God,
this seais very big, and my boat is very small!” We can all
con nect to that kind of feel ing.

But, toex tendthat nauti cal met aphor alittlefurther, this
isjust the time when we need to take our bear ings from the
Word of God. And that’s why | chose Ephe sians 2 for the
readingthismorning. Anditisgoodtoactually keepaneye
onthesectionjust beforetheread ing, where Paul, whoisso
good at what we might say isde scrib ing the “ hu man con di-
tion,” paintsapretty pessi misticview of theway that human
beings have gone. It' s strong lan guage, and Paul would not
want to say that hu man beingswereentirely bad or wrong or
misguided. Rather, herec og nizesthe sense of distance and
emptiness that we all can admit to having experienced at
somepointinourlives. Alone, drifting, and pur poseless, one
isreminded of Sam uel Coleridge’ swords:

“Oh Wed ding Guest!

This soul has been

Alone, on awide, wide sea,

So lonely "twas that God him self
Scarce seemed there to be.”

Andtherearemany peo pleinour soci ety for whom God
is ab sent. And our job as a church is to make him close to
hand. And that’s why in that reading, af ter Paul depictsa
gloomy pictureof humannature, you havethat conjunction
but: “but God, richin mercy, be cause of hisgreat lovefor us,
he has brought us to life in Christ.” And so the mood of
gloomisreplaced by that of pro found joy. “Joy,” | said, not

“com placency.” And | think we would agree with Dr. John
Stott, who said that “ Paul first plumbs the depths of pes si-
mism about man, and then rises to the heights of op ti mism
about God.”

And Paul was so right to be optimistic. Despite our
shortcomingsandfail uresasachurch, ashumanbeings, God
iseter nally gen er ous. And so, Paul paintsapictureof aGod
who is mer ci ful and aboundingingrace. It’sawon der ful,
grand vi sion of God’ s scheme for hu man ity through Je sus
Christ. Itisbigand bold, chal lenging and yet comforting. It
putsusinour placewhilenotdeni gratingor belittlingus. Itis
by God'’s grace we are saved, and that alone.

Andinthefaceof that vi sion of God, what areweto say?
Doesit mean to say we do noth ing? Doesit mean we haveto
be pas sive and let God get on with the work?

Of coursenot! Paul, | think,isunder liningthat al though
God' sgift hasbeen givenin Je sus Christ, we need to be con
formed to Christ. We need to build a church that engages
with our world on many of theis suesthat di vide us.

Andsoif sal vationisagift of God, soisunity. And that
brings meto ecol ogy, be cause ecology is the term given to
vari ety anddi ver sity of living or ganismslivingtogetherand
contributingonetoanother by mutual inter dependence.

And thisap pliesto churches also, my broth ersand sis
ters. | aban doned along time ago athe ol ogy of unity that as
sumes it's meant to be uniformity and sameness. Human
nature cannot accept that. (applause) And—I'm glad you
agree with me— (laughter) Di ver sity, you see, ispart, anes
sential part, of thegivennessof God’ screation. WeareBlack
and White. We are dif fer ent. And we all have some thing to
addto God’ schurch. Andthat em phasisupondi ver sity isac-
tually ex pressedsoclearlyinmodernschol ar shipasschol ars
havelooked at the New Testament. Thedi ver sity wasthere
fromthevery begin ning. In other words, later dif fer encesin
church life were al ready im plicit in the ecclesiology of the
New Testament.

Of course, I'm not saying that we should give up the
questfor full, visi bleunity. I’ msay ing that if we mean by that
avi sionof one, great or gani zationwithauni for mity of belief
andliturgy, wor shipingin ex actly the sameway, you might
aswell for getit becausethat hopeisunachiev able. Andinall
our great tradi tions, wehaveal ready ac cepteditimplicitly,
theim por tanceof di ver sity. Totaketheex am pleof the An
gli can Com mu nion—and I’ monly qual i fied to speak from
that tradi tion—we are very used to an enor mous range of
tastes in theological and liturgical expression. As Arch-
bishop of Canter bury I’ ve be come used to mov ing from the
cel ebration, say, of avery floridEucharistintheCatholictra
di tion—smells and bells and so on—or to char ismatic, low
churchwor shipwithagreat deal of freedom. Inother words,
high and hazy, low and lazy. Well, you know, I’ve learned
over the years that thisis ac tu ally no prob lem to me. | can
move freely from oneto the other be cause, inthe An gli can
tradi tion, weareheldto gether by acommonunder standing
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of faithand or der which not only tol er atesthedi ver sity, but
ac ceptswe're part of theonefamily.

What | par ticularly dislike, though, iswhen one part of
thefamily believesthat they hold the truth and no body else
does.

But how may that kind of ecologi cal unity helpusinour
guest to be recognizably in the eyes of the world “one
church”?

| think it may en cour age us to move in stagesto what-
ever fi nal form of unity God may havein storefor us. In other
words, let us be ag nos tic about the end of the quest. Let us
em bark on stagesthat will bring usto God’ svi sion, and not
onewhichwehaveal ready created be causewecan't seethe
end, but he can. And surely the first stage should be to dis-
cover the shape of apostolicity in one another. In modern
times, one of the great est achieve mentsof theologi cal con
ver sationsof ARCIC,andparticularly theNi agaraReport of
thelnternational Lutheran/Angli canConver sations, wasthe
rec og ni tion that weare not only ableto see Christin onean
other, but on the grace so pal pably given, to af firm that our
churches are apostolic churches—standing in continuity
with apostolic faith and faithful to the gospel. And, you
know, to rec og nizethat wasandisan ex ceedingly posi tive
affirmation.

Thenext step beyondthat is, of course, to rec og nizeone
another’s ministries as authentic and apostolic ministries.
And here so of tenin church lifewearetorn between ex peri-
ence and our un der stand ing of the ol ogy; between thetheo
logi cal andhistoricunder girdingof ministriesandtheactual
ex peri encesof churchesinplaceandtime. Humil ity requires
ustoaccept gladly evi dent signsof graceintheministriesof
churches with which we are not yet in com mu nion.

| won der if | may share with you a per sonal story. Dr.
Donald English was very good friend of mine-the former
presi dent of World Meth od ism, | know afriend to many of
you here, one of the great leaders of British Methodism.
Donalddied, sadly, afew yearsago. Y ou know, itissim ply
im possi blefor meto think of himasaminister whoisdefi-
cientinany respect. How can | say that helacked the grace of
ministerial orders because he was ordained a Methodist?
That kind of con clu sion-far from uncom mon, I’'m sureyou
sharethat-il lustrates some of the questionsof or der that we
havetoat tendto. Whileanex peri enceinformsour theol ogy
and sometimes shakes our the ol ogy whenyou actualy see
God at work in an other tradi tion, it make us more aware of
thetheologi cal questionswehavetoaskinor der togettothe
kind of unity that God wants us to be.

Andsothereisastaged ap proachthat | believeisim por
tant for us as Chris tians, as churches, to work to wards that
unity which we know to be God's will. And this staged ap-
proach is behind the formal Anglican-Methodist talks re-
cently started in the United Kingdom. And you will
appreci atethat thishasapar ticular poi gnancy for usasBrit
ish Christians be cause it was just about 30 years ago when
our two churches were within awhis ker, yes, awhisker, of

establishingfull visi bleunity. Itflounderedonjustadozenor
sovotesinour Gen eral Synod. Andfor the last 30 yearsboth
churches have been bruised by getting so close, and now
we're started out again on an other court ship. And thistime
we'regoingaboutitalittlemorecarefully, astaged ap proach
inor der to get us closer to that longed-for com mit ment and
unity which we believe is essential for the mission of the
churchinourland. | wel come, Bill, your ref er encetothedis
cussionsbetweenthe Episco pal Church of theUnited States
of Amer icaand The United Meth od ist Church in this court
try, and | want to en cour agethat di alogue.

How ever, theuseof theword“ecologi cal” inthecontext
of unity introducesvery nat urally thecon cept of missionbe-
cause ecol ogy is about the well-be ing of the whole. Emil
Brun ner said so well many years ago that “the church ex ists
by missionasafireexistsby burning.” And whenthechurch
serves, itismost truetoit self. Whenitsfirst com mit mentis
for the king dom of God, it ismost truly the church of Je sus
Christ. And when we preach and live our Lord Je sus Christ,
weare most truly hispeo ple.

And|’veob served on many visitstotheover seaschurch
that, par ticularly in Af rica, that the best dem on strations of
unity have been in prophetic situations of witness where
churches have stood to gether for the peo ple and for the gos
pel. I think of South Af rica, when Meth odistsand Catholic
and Angli can, Pentecostal, and other churcheshavesharedin
bold and sometimesheroic actsof wit ness. | think of the Su-
dan at the present mo ment wheremany of thetradi tions|’ve
named are working together in close collaboration. Or in
Northern Ire land where those churches are aso grappling
withtheelusivequestfor peace. But, my brothersandsisters,
sadly I've also no ticed that when the com mon en emy we
have been fight ing has been defeated, the old di vi sions be-
tweenthechurcheshavereturned. Not deliber ately and prob
ably more due to our preoccupation with churchy affairs,
withour committeesforthemanagement of our churchlife.

And| believewemust tran scend our con cernfor thesur
vival of thechurch, andto start tofo cusour con cernuponthe
king dom of God and itscen tral ity to church and so ci ety. |
want to en cour age the famous Lund prin ci ple of “only do
that sep arately which you can not do to gether.” Let us start
doingourevangelismtogether. L etusminister toyoung pec
pleto gether. Let usshare so cial con cernto gether. Let’sdo
ourtheologi cal explorationtogether.

Andif your meet ing isany thing like the Lambeth Cor+
fer ence, my Methodist broth ersand sisters, and | thinkiitis,
you aretack lingthe sameso cial and per sonal issuesthat we
dis cussed then and con tinue to dis cussto day: is suesto do
withper sonal freedomanditslimits; sex ual ity andhomosex
ual ity; abor tionand euthanasia; family lifeand therole of
women and men in church and so ci ety. And surely there's
scope here to do our work to gether and to share with one an
other and to share the an swers as well as some of the ques
tions.
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And this unity we seek is not simply for the sake of
unity, butintheser viceof thegospel. Wedesirethat “ all may
be one,” that the world may believe (John 17). We'renot in
thebusi nessof ecclesi asti cal joinery, but weareinthebusi-
nessof buildingtheking dom of God. Andwhat isthechar ac-
ter of that church that heisbuild ing? It’d surely want to be
generous, graceful, merciful, that conforms even more
deeply to the per son of his Son.

Someyearsago in Brit ain, we had are mark ablebishop,
Bishop Jeffrey Paul, whobegan hisinstal 1ationad dresswith
thesewords. He said, “ There’ snoway of belongingto Jesus
Christ ex cept by belonging gladly andir revo cably to that

glorious rag-bag of saints and fatheads who make up the
‘one, holy, catholicandap ostolic’ church.”

And my brothers and sisters, my fellow saints and
fatheads, we are God’ s church. We are his peo ple on earth.
And Godlovesus. Heloveshischurch and hewill never give
up hislonging for usto be aunited and ef fec tivetool of the
kingdom of God. And nei ther shouldwesur render todespair
or walk away from our churches be cause we have given up
on God. Let us strive with all our heart and mind and soul to
make our church heave with life, filled with joy, and bright
with color. May God bless your confer ence, your church.
May youtoo heavefor lifeinthe daysto come. Inthe name of
God. Amen.



