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Delegates Confront Challenges:
Handguns, Team L ogo, Bioethics

Handguns and basebdl outside the convention center, and
churchbusi nessinsidekept General Confer encedel egatesreach
ing for their electronic vot ing pads Tuesday.

By avote of 724 to 205, the con fer ence called for ato tal
ban on “own er ship by the gen eral pub lic of hand guns, as sault
weap ons, au to matic weapon con ver sionkits, and weap onsthat
cannot be detected by traditionally used metal-detection de-
vices.”

Theassembly, which setsUnited Meth odist pol icy, asked
that the ban cover the United States and all other countries
wherethechurch hasapresence. The state ment wasde bated for
about 30 min utes.

Agendafor Wednesday May 10

8:00 am. Choral Music
8:15am. Ecumenical Worship Service

Dr. George Carey,

Archbishop of Canterbury, preacher
*9:15am. Recognition of Ecumenical Visitors
9:30 am. Committee on Calendar

and Agenda Report
9:40 am. Calendar Items
12:05 p.m. Conference Announcements

and Committee on Presiding Officers
12:15p.m.  Lunch Recess
2:20 p.m.  Gathering Music
2:30 p.m. Caendar Items
5:30 p.m. Dinner Recess
7:20 p.m.  Gathering Music
7:30 p.m.  Report of the Committee on Agenda
7:30 p.m.  Calendar Items
10:25 p.m.  Announcements
10:30 p.m  Adjournment
*QOrder of the Day

“Gunviolenceiskill ing America schil dren,” thereso lu
tionasserted. “Gunvi olencein America sschoolshasemerged
asagrow inganddisturbingtrend.”

Anllli noisdel egatesaid shehad agun but wasgoing to get
ridof it. A Floridadel egatesaid hisfamily ownshand gunsand
“the Amer i can peo ple havearight to pro tect their homes.”

Onbaseball, del egatesap proved engagingtheowner ship
of theClevelandIndi ansbaseball teamindi alogueregardingthe
use of a caricature of a Native American known as “Chief
Wahoo" asanidenti fy ingteamlogo. Thecari caturefrequently
isregarded asdemeaning by Native Ameri cans.

Citingtherapid devel opment of researchdeal ingwithhuman
cloningandthemix ing of human stem cellswith ani malsor human
embryos, the General Conference asked the General Board of
Church and So ci ety (GBCS) to form a bioethics task force to ad-
visethechurchon ethi cal issues.

Ear lierinthesession Tuesday del egatesrejected abidto
eliminatethe GBCS.

In debate Tuesday, the Gen eral Con fer enceturned down
proposalsat temptingtobroadencouncil representationsoeach
jurisdic tion would have at least one mem ber. A limit of two
consec utiveeight-year termswasap proved.

Threeof thechurch’ sspecial pro gramswere en dorsed for
ref er encetothe Gen eral Council on Fi nanceand Ad ministra
tion: NativeAmeri canForum, Shared Mission FocusonY oung
Peo ple, and Strengthening the Black Church for the 21% Cen-
tury.

Twoproposalsrel ativetolifestylesof general agency staff
wererejected asunnec essary. Onewould haverequired staff to
be*" per sonswho model them selvesaf ter JesusChrist.”

Turningtotheenvi ronment, del egatessaidthechurchand
its mem bers should “place a high pri or ity on changesin eco-
nomic, politi cal, social andtechnologi cal lifestylestosupporta
moreecologi cally equi tableand sustainableworld.”

Del egatesremovedaclauseprohibitingaJdudi cial Council
mem ber from serv ing if he or sheturns 70 be fore the next Gen
eral Confer ence. Theassembly alsoelected areplacementfor a
Judicial Council mem ber who was being re placed be cause of
that clause.
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Somedel egatescontended that becausethelegislationis
not generally in effect until 2001, no conflict exists. Others
questioned the situation, and a majority called for a Judicial
Council rul inginthemat ter.

—Robert Lear

Delegates Approve Contentious
Anti-Gun Resolution

Af ter aquadren niuminwhich noresolution on gunswas
passed by General Conference, 77 percent of the delegates
voted Tuesday toacceptaresolutiondecryinghandguns, assault
weapons, auto mati cweap onsandautomati cweaponconver sion
kits, and call ingfor their elimi nation.

Clear state mentswere given on both sides of thede bate. “|
am not an NRA mem ber, and | am not agun enthu si ast; but | be-
lievewehavearight to protect our selvesin our own homes,” said
the Rev. Scott T. Kelso, West Ohio Conference. The Rev.
Beverly L. Wilkes, 11 li noisGreat RiversConfer ence, added hand
gunsto the peti tion. “1 ownahand gun,” shesaid, “but | am also
will ing to givethat hand gun up be cause of the so ci ety | am cur-
rently presentin. Wearecall ingfor Amer icatodisarmit self for
the sake of our chil dren and for the sake of too many oth erswho
died too soon be causewe' retry ing to po lice our selves.”

Fol low ing much debate, the Churchand Soci ety Legisla
tive Com mit tee added hand gunsto theword ing of theorigi nal
resolution. When the amended res o lu tion cameto thefull ple-
nary Tuesday, it wasad di tionally amendedtoincludeacall for
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an end to guns, not just in the United States, but in all nations
where The United Meth od ist Church hasapresence. Al though
much of theresolution citesspecificgunvi olencestatisticsin
the United States, the plenary affirmed gun violence is not
uniquetothiscountry.

A similar resolution proposed by the General Board of
Church and Soci ety in 1996 was not passed by Gen eral Confer-
encebut wasprinted er ro neously inthe Bookof Resolutions on
page535, creatingongoing confusionabout theof fi cial church
stance on gun violence. The Book of Resolutions includes no
validresolutionsaddressinggunvi olence. A resolutionongun
vi olence, passed by the1972 General Confer ence, wasrenewed
each quadrenniumuntil 1996 whenthenew resolutionwaspro
posed but failed to be ap proved.

Theresolutionpassed Tuesday callsfor The United Meth
odist Churchto:

« convenework shopsongunviolence;

» seek assistance from other community-based groups on
educational efforts;

» develop advocacy groups within local congregations to
advocateforreductioningunavail abil ity;

« support legislationtoregulatetheimportation, manufac
turing, saleand pos session of guns;

« caluponmediaandtheentertainmentindustriestorefrain
from pro mot ing gun useto chil dren; and

« calupongovernmentstoprovidesignif i cantassistanceto
victimsof gunvi olenceandtheir fami lies.

—Gretchen Hakola and John Thornburg

Corrections

Inthere port of thenomi nationscom mit tee, Vol. 4,
No. 3, page 1748, under Central Conference: Rhodi
Lucero should read Rody A. Lucedro, Research Center,
Uni ver sity of Mindanao, Bolton Street, Davao City 8000,
Philippines.

On page 1949 of the DCA, in the article “Marshals,
Pages, Recorders’ which stated that an of fer ingwill betaken
to defray the expenses of vol unteers. Oneof feringwill be
taken and di vided be tween the marshals and pagesonly.
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Jubilee 2000 Callsfor Debt Forgiveness

A record num ber of Central Confer encedel egatesareat
tend ing the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence, and many rep resent na-
tions burdened by debt they cannot pay. To address the
situation, several resolutions before the conference urge The
United Meth od ist Church to continueto call for debt for give-
ness of poor nations.

TheGeneral Board of Church and Soci ety (GBCS) andthe
Gen eral Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), two of the lead
agencies on the Jubilee 2000 initiative, submittedresolutions
assignedtothoserespectivelegislativecommittees.

Countriesin Af rica, Asia, thePacific, Latin Amer ica, and
the Carib bean owe morethan $2 tril liontorich nationsand in
ter national fi nancial insti tutionssuchastheWorld Bank andthe
Inter national Monetary Fund. Theworld’ spoor est countriesare
the most heavily indebted, owingap proxi mately $370hil lion.
For many coun tries, the bur den of re pay ing the debt has pre-
vented themfromproviding health care, ed u cationandfoodfor
the masses. Thisdebt bur denin hibitsso cial and eco nomic de-
vel opment. Through out theworld, acall for Jubi leeresounds: a
call for debt cancel lation.

Many United Meth od ist churches, an nual confer encesand
jurisdictional confer encesareinvolvedinJubileeaction. Thecall
for debt for givenesscomesfromtheOld Testament bibli cal prac
tice of erasing debt ev ery 50 yearsto grant afresh start to those
who were heavily in debted.

Scripturesmandateperi odi cally over comingstructural in
justiceand pov erty andrestoringright relation shipsby for giv

ing debt and reforminglandholding. Intheear li est tradi tions,
the Sab bath and the Sab bath year limited con sump tion and ex-
ploi tation of theland. Peo pleand ani malsweretorest ev ery sev
enthday (Ex 0dus23:10-12). The Sab bathyear calledfor release
fromdebtsand slav ery, and dur ing theju bi leeyear—ev ery 50th
year—all family landswereto bere stored (Leviti cus 25). Ful-
filling these com mand ments pro claims“theyear of the Lord’s
favor” (Isaiah61:1-2).

The 1996 Genera Conference mandated a “Concern for
Worker’'s Task Force” ap pointed by GBGM and GBCSto make
recommendationstothe2000General Conference.

« Petition 30509 callsfor economicjusticefor anew mil ler:
nium.

 Petition 30513 authorizesTheUnited Meth odist Church
tocontinueadvocatingforinter national debtrelief. Every
nationaskedtofor givedebtsowedit by impov erished na
tionshasap proved thefunds, ex cept for the United States.

» Petition 31282 calls for President Clinton to pardon the
debt of the468 mil lion peo plein Latin Amer icawherethe
number of poor peo plecontinuestogrow. Thepetition
alsoasksthe Council of Evangel i cal Meth odist Churches
in Latin American and the Caribbean (CIEMAL) and
MethodistsAssoci atedtoRepresenttheCauseof Hispanic
Americans(MARCHA) to continuethat work, especially
those af fected by hur ri canes George and Mitch.

—Gretchen Hakola

» Medical assistance is available in two places in the
Cleveland center! Reginald Perkins, paramedic with
the Cleveland Emergency Service for 25 years, is
well-pre pared to take care of emer gency needs. E.M.S.
isonlinewith Di rect Medi cal Command, inad di tionto
havingdi rectmedi cal servicewiththesur roundinghos
pi tals. Rest as sured the first-aid room has the needed
equip ment and medi cal sup pliesto givetheemer gency
careneeded. If youfeel the need of medi cal help, speak
to one of the guards sta tioned around the outer lobby,
and the paramedic on duty will be con tacted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

» Videotapesof theGeneral Board of Churchand Soci ety
banquet are available at the Good News TV booth.
Also, Thom White Wolf Fassett’ s state ment on Cubais
avail able at the GBCS booth in the ex hibit hall.

« Immediately after the Wednesday morning session,
Joaquin Gar ciaand Jimmy Carr invitedeaconswho are
del egatesand re serve del e gatesto meet for aphoto at
the south wall in front of the cof fee bar.
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TranslationandDistributionof Materialsfor Del egatesof theCentral Confer ence
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If You Ask Them,
They Will Come

The call came Thursday af ter noon. “Canyou bein Cleve-
land by 8 p.m. to night? We need peo pleto trans late Swahili for
some of our Congolesedel egates.” The request came from the
Genera Board of Globa Ministries(GBGM).

“l thought they were kidding,” said the Rev. Josephat
Rungu, New Y ork Confer ence. He said hewould try.

“| called my lay leader and the staff-par ish relations com
mittee, and they said it was all right,” said Rungu. “My lay
leader agreed to preach for me, and we moved Communion
Sunday back aweek.”

Thisdone, he was on hisway to Cleveland. Well, al most.
There were further logistics to consider. How would he get
from South Norwalk, Conn., toaNew Y ork areaair port dur ing
rush hour for an early eve ning flight? In no way could he get to
LaGuardia, John F. Ken nedy or New ark air port to catch aplane
that would have himin Cleve land at are spect able hour. Rungu
caledthe GBGM. “We'll seewhat our travel agent can do.” Be-
fore heknew it, he was on hisway to the White Plains air portin
Westchester County.

Theair craft that would bring him to Cleveland wassmall. “ My
heart wasin my hand by thetimewelanded. Wehadtocir cletheair-
port about five min utes be cause of aheavy storm,” he ex plained.
They touched down at 9:20 p.m.

Af ter aFri day morning ori entation, Rungu and other newly
ar rived trans lators were ready for the task. The quickly re cruited
translatorswerebrought to Clevelandtoresolveaproblemthat sur
faced Wednesday when the Church and Society Committee
stopped itswork becausetoofew translatorswereavail ablefor de-
egatesfromAfrica

“1 had aco-translator: astu dent visiting herewith the Af-
rica University Choir,” Rungu said. Originaly from Kenya,
Rungu notedthe Swahili spokenineast Af ricaisnotidenti cal to
that spo kenin Congo.

“Thehigh point for me,” said Rungu, “waswhen one of the
del egateswehadtranslated for stood up and ad dressed theentire
legislativesectioninSwabhili, speakinginopposi tiontomoving
the GBGM from New Y ork to an other lo cation.” The del egate
said money could be put to better use in places such as Af rica
wherethey strug gleto build sim ple church struc tures.

“1 really feel if we had not been there to translate,” he
added,” thedel egatewould not haveun der stoodthelegislation
and could not havead dressed thisissuesoarticulately.”

Rungu’ spresenceat Gen eral Confer ence cameasapleas
ant sur prise. Hisfi an cee, Lesley Y. Crosson, GBGM publicre-
lationsdi rector, isalsowork ing asatranslator here.

—Kate SantaColoma

Cleveland District Funds
Indian Center; Conference
Approves‘Chief Wahoo' Petition

TheAmeri canlndian EducationCenter of Cleveland has
new life be cause of a grant from the Cleve land District of the
East Ohio Confer ence. Thefive-year-old so cial ser viceagency
isnow housed in Broad way United Meth od ist Churchin south
east Cleveland.

UrbanIndi ans, orthe“real ClevelandIndi ans,” ascenter
director Robert Roche calls them, are an under-served, ne-
glected and forgottenpopulation,accordingto SherrieNoble,
thecenter’ sprogramdirector. “They are the most marginalized,
mostinvisi blepopulationgroupinCleveland,” shesaid.

A sizable grant to the cen ter for a sub stance-abuse treat-
ment pro gram came, inlargemeasure, be causethecenter isnow
housed in aUnited Meth od ist church. “Hav ing the back ing of
TheUnited Meth od ist Church makesasub stantial dif fer ence,”
said Noble.

Thepresenceof Chief Wahoo, themascot of the Cleveland
Indi ansbaseball team, cre atesreal heart achefor Cleveland area
NativeAmericanfamilies, saidNoble. City of Clevelandschools
havea“Cleveland Indi ansDay” onwhich all studentswear team
ap parel and paint their faces. Be causethe paint ing of one’ sface
isasacredriteinNative Ameri cancul ture, thisconfusesthechik
dren.

During yesterday’s plenary session, the conference ap-
proved a peti tionfromUnited Methodism’sNative Ameri can
Inter national Caucus. Thepeti tioncalledfor appropri atechurch
agen ciesto work with Native Amer i can church groups “to en
gagethe Cleveland commu nity and the own er ship of theCleve-
land Indian Professional Baseball Team in a dialogue of
understanding and sensitivity with demeaning ethnic carica
turesand mas cots.”

—John Thornburg

Wherein the Convention Center
Is...Brad Motta???

Thisroom providesare spitefor somevery special pec-
pleat Gen eral Confer ence. These peo ple can not vote. They
do not make speechesonthefloor of General Confer ence, but
they have the ear of the bishop when ever they need it. They
have a unique, nurturing ministry that has far-reaching im-
pact; yet, they sel dom are ac knowl edged. Not al of them are
herein Cleveland, but they all shareacom monbond andlove
for thechurchthat isanin spir ing wit ness.

Thisareaisone of themost car ing, lov ing placesinthe
conventioncenter.

See photo on page 2124 for thelo cation.
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United Methodist Participatesin Ecumenical Witness Celebrating
20" Century Witnesses to the Faith

Edi tor’ snote: Dur ingtheMay5 General Confer enceple
nary, delegates extended greet ings to Pope John Paul 11 and
recognized“ theprofound statementsof sor rowandregret that
you have made in this Year of Jubilee regardingcer tainpast
practicesof theRoman Catholic Church,.. .

“We ac cept your apol ogy for the use of forceinthe search
for truth practiced against our Protestant forebears in the
Christianfaith. Intheinstancesof misunder standings, insensk-
tivities and harm brought about by The United Methodist
ChurchanditspredecessorsinthefaithtotheRoman Catholic
Church. .., weinturnaskfor give nessfor our deedsof commis
sionand omission.

“Werejoiceinthegrowth of mutual under standing. . .that
has de vel oped in the past de cades. . . . We look for ward to in
creased understanding that is brought about by prayer, di a
logueandreflection.”

Twodayslater theRev. Jo seph R. Hale, general secretary
oftheWorldMethodist Council, par tici patedinanecumeni cal
commemorationin Romecel ebrat ing wit nessesto thefaithin
the 20" century. Hereishisac count of theex peri ence.

Thismajor event on the cal en dar of the Roman Catholic
Jubi leeY ear 2000 wasremark ablebecause PopeJohn Paul I1in
vited lead ersfrom most major churchesand Christian com mu
nionstopartici pateintheser vice. Heex pressed hisconviction
that “the wit nessto Christ borne even to the shed ding of blood
hasbecomeacommoninheritanceof Catholics, Or thodox, An
glicans and Protestants” (from Papal letter Tertio Millennio
Adveniente).

The 18 churchrepresentativeswerefirst takenin sidethe
Col osseumwhere, intheearly centuriesof Christianity, many
wit nessed to their faith with their lives. Here the Pope spoke
witheachecumeni cal guest.

Thecommemorationwasdramatic, set agai nstthemassive
Col osseumwall besidewhich ahugeplat formwaserected. As
the sto riesof mar tyrsfromev ery conti nent weretold, and their
words voiced, lamps were lighted at the foot of a cross, and in-
censewascast in abrazier flameasasym bol of the prayer of the
just.  Anesti mated 20,000 per sons at tended, many sit ting on
the grassy hills rising around the ancient Roman Forum, the
Arch of Constantine, and the Col osseum. Rainbegantofall to-
ward the close of the more than two-hour cer e mony, but | saw
no one leave.

| wasinvited to read the words of aBap tist med i cal mis
sionary from CanadawhodiedinNi geria. Heworkedtirelessly
tocontainameningitisepi demicinaleprosarium. Hedied at
age 23, him self avictim. Read ing hiswords, | thought of Meth-
odistwit nessesfromKorea, East ernEuropeand Af ricaonalist
wesenttotheVati caninantici pationof thisservice. | especially
thought of Bur leigh Law, aMeth od ist lay man shot by are bel
sol dierintheat tempt to rescuefivemissionary fami liesinthe

Bel gian Congoin Au gust 1964. Hiswife, Vir giniaLaw Shell,
served onthe Gen eral Board of Disci pleship staff and now lives
in North Carolina.

| de cided it was im por tant to be in Rome be cause of the
spirit | have ex peri enced over 22 yearsin the life and work of
Pope John Paul 1I.  This was ev i dent in what he said Sunday
night at the Colosseum: “The presence of representatives of
other churches and eccelesial com mu ni tiesgivesto day’scel e-
brationparticularsignificanceandel oquence. ... It showsthat
theex am ple of theheroicwit nessestothefaithistruly precious
for all Christians. . .. Itisaher i tage[that] speaks more pow er-
fully than all the causes of di vi sion. The ecu me nism of the mar-
tyrsand thewit nesses to thefaith isthe most con vinc ing of all.
TotheChristiansof the21st century, it showsthe path to unity.”

—Joseph R. Hale

General Conference Jeopardy Game #2

Inthegame“ Jeopardy,” acontestantreceivesthean
swer and then is given afew sec ondsto come up with the
questiontowhichthean swer isdi rected. Takeamo ment
and take the chal lenge of “Jeop ardy Game 2.”

1. Fearofflying
Neckinjury
CarolynMarshall
Who cares?

Sauna
Comfortableshoes
Thefinal petition
Out stretched hands

© 0o N o 0 b~ w N

No-Doze
10. Freefor all
Ques tions can be found on Page 2124.
—Brad Motta
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Bowen, Wilson, M ar shall
Keep General Conference Wheelsin Motion

Betweentheir twoweeksof activ ity and notice, they labor
for four years, of tenalone. Their vi sionand plan ning arevi tal to
thesuccessof General Confer ence. Y ou’ veseenand heardthem
onstage. “ They” arebusi ness man ager Gary Bowen, mu sic di-
rector CynthiaWil sonandsecretary CarolynMar shall.

——Photo by John Goodwin

Business Manager Gary Bowen

“1 got this job the day af ter thelast Gen eral Con fer ence
ended,” said Gary Bowen, “and I’ m not an ex pertinconvention
planning. I’'maCPA, and I’ vebeen with the Gen eral Council on
Finance and Administration (GCFA) for 26 years, so | know
quite abit about bud get control. I’ ve worked with an ex cel lent
local committee with hundreds of volunteers. We're United
Meth od ists, and we take care of our own.”

Per haps Bowen isbeing a bit mod est. He and his staff have
made travel ar range ments, dealt with hous ing needs, planned the
useof physi cal facil i ties, handled sup portwork, or dered of ficesup
plies, ar ranged for print ing, and worked out thou sands of details
about hun dreds of mat ters.

Midway through the conference session, Bowen is still
smil ing. Part of itis be cause of the qual ity and quan tity of his
help. Cleveland staff in clude:

« sixwork ersinthebusi nessmanager’ sof fice;

+ 12CommissiononGeneral Confer encemembers;
« 60translatorswithfivesup port staff;

« techni cal staff to work on stage and back stage;

+ GCFA members,

» Genera Conferencesecretary’ sstaff; and

» treasurer’ sof ficestaff.

This cadre of help ersstrivesto solve prob lems so del e-
gatesand visi tors arefreeto work and wor ship.

Most hard-to-solve prob lems hap pen half aworld away.
“We heard from five Ni gerian del e gatestwo weeks ago. They
had gone to Lagos to apply for their visas. They are still in
Lagos, waiting, and can’t leave be causethenthey won’t bethere
when thevi sas be come avail able. We hopethey will be ableto
be here for part of the sec ond week,” Bowen said.

An increasingly global General Confer encemember ship
compli catesBowen’slogistics. “The Gen eral Board of Global
Ministrieshasbeenvery helpful inar ranging for inter national
del egates,” hesaid. “ Their staff hasworked tirelessly to seethat
delegates from outside the United States are well accommo
dated and sup plied with the ser vicesthey need.”

Of course, CPA Bowen looks at the bottom line. “We may
spend asmuch as$5.3 mil liononthisGen eral Confer ence,” hesaid.
“Thebud get was$4.87 mil lion, and therest will comefromreserves.
Butif we' vemadeit possi blefor General Confer encedel egatestobe
well cared for and €f fec tive in what they need to do, we ve done
what wein tended.”

That hope is Gary Bowen' strue bot tom line.

Music Director Cynthia Wilson

Shestandsin aspot light, sing ing amaz ingly high notes or
di recting achoir of hun dredsof sing ers.

Itdidn'tjust hap pen.

Musicdi rector CynthiaWil son, pastor of music, wor ship
and com mu ni cation at Ben Hill United Meth odist Church, At
lanta, has been planning the music program for this General
Confer encesinceearly 1998.

Music co-director for the 1996 General Confer ence, her
goal was “to present apic ture of the global church withim ages
of our unity in Christ, asthe con fer ence theme shows.”

Af ter her first ap peal for au di tion tapes from groups that
wished to sing or play as a part of wor ship, shereceived 125
tapes, 100 from groups in Ohio — al White. Some of those
choirsareap pear ing, but they arejoined by other mu si ciansre-
cruited fromamul ti tude of cul turesaround theworld.

“Ev ery onein TheUnited Meth odist Churchwill see some-
oneinthemusic pro gramwith whomthey canidentify,” Wil son
said.“[Musi cians] comefromev ery conti nent ex cept Australia.
Wehavea wayscel ebrated themu sic of many cul tures, but they
often ap peared iniso lation. I’'mtry ing to show our one nessin
Christ by show ing how our mu sic goesto gether inwayswedon’t
of tenex pect.”
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Secretary Carolyn Marshall

Bishopscomeand bish opsgofromthepresidingof fi cer's
chair. It seems, however, the person in the secretary’s chair
doesn’t change.

That statement describes General Conference secretary
CarolynMar shall’ssituation. Sheis, af ter all, theonly per son
elected by the General Confer ence.

“I'm the only officer of the entire church,” she said,
“whichisquiteavoteof confi dence. It’ sanin convenienceonly
if the denominationis sued. In that case, I’m the only person
who cantestify.”

That sel dom oc curs. Instead, her tasksaremore mun dane.
“Thelow timeisthemid dle 18 months[between sessions],” she
said. “In the 1993-96 qua dren nium, | had alot of let tersfrom
stu dentsask ing about the church’ sstanceon par tic u lar issues.
Eventually | kept cop ies of pages from The Book of Disci pline
and TheBook of Resolutions on hand to mail to them.”

With a full-time job as executivedirector of theLucille
RainesResi denceinIndi anapolis, ahalf way housefor women
released from prisonor sub stance-abuseprograms, Mar shall de
votes eve ningsand week endsto Gen eral Con fer encework. As
General Confer enceap proached, shemoved her wakeuptimeto
3:30am.tofinishpreparations.

On stage, Mar shall isacalming presencewho keepstrack
of referrals, makes an nounce ments, and han dles a host of de-
tails. “1 get lots of scrappy, lit tlenotes,” shesaid. “1 tell people,
‘Putitinwriting,” andthen| remem ber.

“While peo plethink thisisapow er ful posi tion, [I’m] re-
ally a keeper of rules,” she said. “I don’t make the rules. | en-
force and in ter pret the rules be cause | be lieve the Holy Spirit
movesthrough structure.”

A recent notethank ing her for faithful serviceasGeneral
Confer encesecretary called her “anicon of The United Meth-
odist Church.” “Not me,” said Carolyn Marshall. “I’'m no
statue.” Nevertheless, with her election to another term as
General Confer encesecretary, shewill remaininthat chair on
stage, while the bish ops come and go.

—Tom Sack

All in the Family

Spouses Jac queline“ Jackie” andthe Rev. Terry Euper,
Detroit Confer encedel egates, areno strang ersto Gen eral
Conference. Jackie, Christianeducationprojectdi rectorin
the Flint District, was elected to the 1992 and 1996 Gen eral
Confer ences. TheEupers’ son, Steve, wasalsoadel egatein
1992, and Terry, now senior pastor in Lapeer, Mich., was
thefirst clergy al ter nate that year.
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Korean-American Task Force
M akes Recommendations, Sets Goals

Withafocused presentationto General Confer encedel e Six actiongoalswereidenti fied:
gates, the Ko rean-Amer i can Task Force pro posed anew, chal-
lenging initiative to advance United Methodist ministries
amongKorean-Americans. « recruitandtrainwomenfor clergy lead er ship;

» developlay and clergy lead er ship programs;

Findingsof asur vey of 429 pastorsand 290 laypersonsre- » develop20new congregations,
flect that whilethe church hasdem on strated growthin mem ber
ship and attendance, United Methodism is challenged by the
needtorecruitandtrainlead er ship. Thegreat est needistobein « recruit40“new-generation” clergy; and
ministrytothe*nextgeneration” of Korean-Ameri canyouth.

« strengthen 30 new missioncongregations;

« developcul turallyrel evantresources.

Thetaskforcerecommendedthefol lowing: The task force recommended development of a United

« chal lengeanddevelopnew lead er shipespecialyinthear Methodist Council onKorean-Ameri canMinistriestowork di

easof bi lingual ismand morefemaleclergy lead er ship; rectly with the Col lege of Bishops. The coun cil would:

« nurture and develop congregations for mis sion and out- « strivetoenableamorevi ablewit nessto passontothe next
reach; and generation;

- foster a“next-gener ation” ministry to help closethelar « a firmministriesof belonging, rootedness, and strength for
guageand cul tural gapinyouthministry. Korean-AmericanUnitedMethodists;and

« workatbeinganinclusivecommunity of faith.

—Francisco Estrada
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Wherein the Convention Center Is.
.. Brad Motta?

The lounge for bish ops’ spousesis a
havenfor bishops husbandsandwivestobe
with each other. They keep an eye on their
spouses through the live video feed in the
lounge area. Dur ing ple nary they carefully
fol low thepro ceedingswiththeDCA in one
hand and a pen cil in the other. They watch
carefully as their spouses lead the church
into the 21° century. An atmosphere of
warmth and car ing fillsthe room. When the
photographer told everyone to “smile,” a
voice in the back said “say concurrence.”
May God bless these faith ful ser vantsand
themany ministriesthey represent.

—Dewayne and Ginnie Lowther photo

L anguage I ssues Continue to Confront Delegates

Diversity is cel ebratedin The United Meth od ist Church.
But sometimes with that diversity comes the barrier of lan-
guage.

From Spanish to Swahili, tens of lan guages and di alects
arespokenby del egatesfromthe Amer i cas, Af rica, Europeand
Asia. Sinceall General Confer encebusi nessisdonein English,
non-English-speak ingdel egatesneed assistanceinunder stand
ingtheissuesthey aread dressing.

That task fallsto thetranslatorshired for Gen eral Con fer-
ence. Al though thetranslatorswork hard, alim ited num ber of
themareavail able. Thisbecameevi dentwhenAfri candel egates
assigned to the Church and Society Legislative Committee
lacked enough translators. Although the delegates wanted to
serve on different committees, only one translator was avail -
able. Thecommit teevotedto abandonitslegislativeagendaun
til the full General Conference could address the issue.
Addi tional translatorswerefound, but thesit u ationraised con
cerns about United Methodism’'s commitment to be a truly
global church.

Inan other com mit teemeet ing, an Af ri can del egatetear-
fully said, “If you don’t want us here, pleaselet us know, and we
will go home.”

Nkonde Mukungwe, alay del e gate from the North-West
Katanga Conference, said most delegates from his conference
don’'t speak English. Their primary language is Swahili, al -
though they all speak French. Mukungwe, who speaks fluent
English, saidtheother Af ri cansfindit frustrat ingwhen printed
materi alsarenotinalanguagethey under stand.

All edi tionsof theAdvanceDailyChristianAdvocate were
printedinEnglish.

Toaddresstheproblem, the General Confer encewill con
sider printing the DCA in other languages and having more
translatorsavail able: an adjust ment that would requireupto $1
mil lionmoretoholdGeneral Confer encein2004.

—Davie Burgdorf

General Conference Jeopardy Game #2

1. What would make some one from the west coast make
themotiontoextend General Conferencean other week?

2. What happens when you attach al of the General
Conference but tonsto your nametag?

3. Whose voice is a clue that you will soon be free for
lunch or din ner, or bed?

4. Whereintheconvention center isBrad Motta?

5. Wheredo you gowhenyouleavetheconventioncenter
for lunch?

6. What doesitlook likeev ery oneelseiswear ing?
7. What doyou pray forinyour daily devotion?

8. What do you see when they hand out the cookies at
break time?

9. What prod uct cou pon should bein cludedinthe DCA?
10. What should the cost be for bot tled water?

—Brad Motta
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National Plan for Hispanic Ministry Enriches, Extends Outreach

Is there room for Hispanics in The United Methodist
Church?

Yes, affirmed the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry
(NPHM) of fice. With61 annual confer encesfor mally involved
inHispanic ministriessince 1993, ef fortshaveresultedin:

+ 64 new char tered churchesin 30 confer ences;

« 32Hispanicministriesineight confer ences;

« 263 churchschool extensionprogramsin30confer ences;
» 63revitalizedcongregationsin25conferences,

« 245non-Hispaniclocal churcheswithHispanicministries;

» 538 faithcom mu ni tiesin 46 con fer encesthat continueto
gather for wor ship and study of Scripture.

Leading these many ministries are 796 trained lay mis-
sionersand 100 mentor-pastor part ner shipsin46 confer ences.

TheNationa Planfor HispanicMinistry wasanini tiativeof
the 1992 Gen eral Con fer ence to reach out to the grow ing His-
panic population in the United States. It is an effort of the
church’sgoal of mak ing disci plesof JesusChrist. Theprogram
has en abled the churchto discover Hispanicsarenot limited to
Arizona, California, New Mexico, and Texas. Hispanics live
across the United States.

TheRev. JoséL . Palos, coor di nator, National Planfor His
panicMinistry, General Board of Global Ministries, af firmsthe
plan’ sintent: toor ganizefaithcommuni tieswhogather together
to praise God, to study and re flect on Scrip ture, and to sharein
their strug glesand mir aclesof life.

Thegodsof theNational Planfor HispanicMinistry are:

« to continue to develop faith communities and outreach
ministrieswith peopleof all ages;

« tocontinuetransformingandmobilizinglocal congrega
tionsfor ministriesintheir communi ties, bothfor Hispanic
andnon-Hispaniccongregations;

 tocontinueequip pingclergy andlay lead er shipfor ongo
ingministry; and

» tocontinuetonur tureandad minister humanand material
resources.

Theplan chal lengesTheUnited Meth odist Churchtowork
withHispanicsinaministry of acompafiamento —walk ingwith
and being present for and with Hispanicsto en cour age and af-
firmsol i darity inall issuesthat af fect theHispanic community.
Thechal lengeis“towalk theroad of ser vant ministry together —
unidos,” asNebraskaAreaBishop Joel L. Mar ti nez chal lenged
and the ple nary session af firmed in song Mon day night.

—Francisco Estrada

Chrigian Bdievers
Meset Author

Wini Grizzle (left), di-
rector of Cokesbury semi nars,
and several visitors talk with
Dr. Ellsworth Kalas (second
from right) who wrote the
“Christian Believer” study
manual. Kalas visited with
del egatesand otherswhohave
participated in the study re-
leased last year. The “Chris-
tian Believer” boothislo cated
at the rear of the Cokesbury
display. If you have questions
about the study, call 1 (800)
672-1789.

—Dewayne and Ginnie Lowther photo
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United Methodist Delegates
Welcome Ecumenical Guests

TheMost Rev. and Most Hon or ableGeorgelL . Carey,
Archbishopof Canter bury

TheRev.Floyd Alexander,
AfricanMethodist Episcopal Church

Bishop Allan C. Bjornberg,

Evangelical LutheranChurchinAmerica
TheRev. Rob ert W. Bohl,
PresbyterianChurch(U.S.A.)

The Rev. Tom Dipko,

Consul tationonChurchUnion
TheRev.Robert W.Edgar,

National Coun cil of the Churches of Christinthe U.S.A.
Dr. Wil liam M. Greathouse,

Church of the Nazarene

Bishop ThomasHoyt,
ChristianMethodist Episcopal Church

The Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky,
Orthodox ChurchinAmerica

The Rev. Jeffrey Mansell,

Wesleyan Church
HisEminenceMetropolitan Maximosof Ainou,
Greek Orthodox Archdi oceseof America
Midge Roof,

TheEpisco pa Church, U.S.A.

Bishop Wil liam S. Skylstad,

National Confer enceof CatholicBishops
TheRev. Judson A. Souers,

Inter national Council of Community of Churches
Dr. Jean Stromberg,

World Coun cil of Churches

The Rev. John H. Thomas,
United Church of Christ

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

StefanieDavis
ChristianMethodist Episcopal Church
AntoinetteEldemire
Acolyte

Chad Stephens
Crucifer

SPECIAL GUESTS
Mrs. George Carey
Churchof England
TheRev.KathrynBan nister
Guest, Council of Bishops

Dr. JaniceLove
Guest, Coun cil of Bishops

Canon Rich ard Marsh
Churchof England

Prayer Concerns

« Family andfriendsof Dor othy Earl, for mer Gen
eral Conference lay delegate from Wyoming
Confer ence, who died May 8. Earl also served as
adi rector of theGen eral Board of Global Minis
tries.

« Daryle Greene, a beloved brother of many in
Missouri and a former General Conference lay
del egate, bat tlingcancer. If youwishtosendhim
greetings, contact Carol Smith, Section D—Row
4—Seat 1.

» United Methodist Communications treasurer
Sherri Thiel, whose mother died May 8. The fu-
neral isMay 10 in Dick son, Tenn. Sherri’s ad-
dressisP.O. Box 43, Char lotte, TN 37036.

Beginning today
it will take 10 signaturesto lift items
from the consent calendar.

Also, beginningtoday,
General Confer encemay act upon peti tions
the same day they are printed in the DCA.

Petitions Voided
Thefol low ing peti tionshavebeenvoided:
31786
30928
30320
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A Responseto Jim Gentile

The May 8, 2000, DCA (Voal. 4, No. 7, Page 2023) car ried
anex cerptfromJim Gentile' sar ti cleinthe Transforming Con
gregations’ newsletter. Heasked thequestion, “Helpmeunder
stand! Why would people remain connected to a group who
doesn'’t af firmthem or ap proveof their behav ior?’

Mem bersand friendsof theNorthern|l li noisConfer ence
del egation chosetowritearesponseto Gentile' squestion.

Dear Jim:

Thank youfor your invi tationto helpyou un der stand why
we — and many oth erswho believeinfull inclusivity of al per-
sonsregard less of sex ual ori entation— chooseto stay in The
United Methodist Church. Granted, it seems the church does
want to reject us and wantsto deny our full hu manity. Butitis
not be cause wewant to be “vol untary victims,” or be causewe
are “emotionallyimmature” or “lacking self respect” or “ego
strength.” It isclear you don’t un der stand.

Y ou see, Jim, The United Meth od ist Church is our spir i-
tual home, too. Hereiswhere our faith grows. Thisisthe church
of our bap tism. Webelong be cause, likeany humanfamily, we
just belong. Wedon't need to ex plainor justify our ex istence or
our presencetoyou or any body. Webelong be causeweareyour
sonsand daugh ters, your moms and dads, your nieces and neph
ews. Like usor not, we areyour family.

There’ sasay ing that “you can pick your nose, and choose
your friends, but you're stuck with your family.” Sorry, Jim.
You're stuck with us.

AndI’ll grant you this, too, Jim. It prob ably would be eas
ier to be part of the UCC or the MCC wherewe can live our faith
insafety. But they aren’t family. They just aren’t “home” to us.

It may seem strange to you that we love The United Meth-
odist Church so much that we put up withitsinhospi tal ity. Our
stay ingisprobably asignof thefool ish nessof God and thefolly
of the cross.

No, you don’t un der stand, Jim, be cause we chooseto love
our church home de spite what it does to us. Some might even
seethisasasign of spir i tual strength, en dur ance, for bear ance
andfaithful ness.

Jim, we're not looking to leave the home and family we
love, even as some do and say the most hurt ful thingsto us. But
that's what love does, Jim. Love never gives up. Love never
ends. Love never turns away. Love never fails.

If youwantachurchthatisliteral istinitsinter pretationof
Scripture and rigidly doctrinal and legalistic about people’s
lives, Jim, the Assemblies of God, the Southern Baptists and
oth ers open widetheir doorsto your nar row viewsand lim ited
love and measured grace.

Weand The United Meth od ist Church would belesswith
out you, though. God’ s grace is avail able herefor you, too. We
aren’t giving up onyou, Jim. If you give up on us, we'll un der-
stand and for giveyou.

You see, inour family, there will a ways be room for you
atthetable.
Sub mitted respect fully by mem bersand friendsof theNorthern
I11i noisConferencedel egation

Tim Jones-Y elvington

Lonnie Chafin

HarrietMcCabe

Luis Reyes

Todd Singley

AnaKelsey-Powell

Jack Ryder

DorisRudy

Shirley Dare

FrancineTay lor-Thirus

Erika Lemke Hundrieser

Deborah Fisher

Emery Percell

Philip Blackwell
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Reports of Legisative Committees

Church and Soci ety—(5/9/004:45p.m.
All busi nesscom pleted.)

Thecommitteerecommended concur rence:

Amending the 1988 Resolutionsupporting self-deter mi
nationandnon-inter vention;

Op posing prod uctsmadewith sweat shop labor;

Regarding GBCSand Women’ sDi vi sionalertconstituen
ciesre: cri sisinrepro ductiveand end-of-life health care;

Amending 1996“HumanRights’ resolutiontosupportthe
work of Amnesty Inter national;

Call ingon GBOD to develop material for lo cal churches
tostudy and discussevolutionandcreation;

Declaringop posi tiontotheprisonindustrial complex and
privatizationofjails.

Thecommitteerecommendednonconcur rence:

Cal ingfor ministry tolocal prison ersthe use of re stor-
ativejusticemeth ods;

Opposingprofit-makingprisons,

Askingstatelegislaturestoreview requirementsfor politi
cal party presi dent/vicepresi dent candi datesto ap pear on
ballot;

Demandingthatindustry continuereducingdi oxinemis
sions;

Op posing abuse of ani malsand sup porting lawsand prac-
ticesthat teach aware nessof all God’ screation;

Ensuringfaithful carefor thedy ing;

Asking Con gressto re quire plac ing to bacco prod ucts be-
hind countersor out of reach of youth sinceit isre dun dant
withexistingresolutions;

Readopting resolution calling for an end to prejudice
against Muslimsand Arabsinthe U.S. sincean other reso-
lutionup datesthesame;

Callingforanendto U.S. sanctionsagainst Iragwhichwas
a ready passed on by the full body;

Reaf firmingthecall for endingeconomicsanctionsinlrag
(redundant);

Understandinglivinganddying;

AskingtheUMCtoendorsetheAmericanHealth Security
Act of 1995.

Thecom mitteerec om mended refer ral tothe Gen eral Board of
Churchand Soci ety:

Opposingprivatizationof Social Security;

« Callingforjurisdictional consul tationstorehumanizeand

relocalize our food systems.

—Gretchen Hakola and Paul Widicus

Faith and Or der—(5/9/004:45p.m.)

Thecommitteerecommended concur rence:

« AddingtoPara. 65: “Wealsoencour ageall indi vidualsto

besensitivetoothersinlanguageuseby usingappropri ate
lan guagewhenrefer ringto all peo ple. Lan guage of ade-
rogatory nature (with regard to race, nationality, ethnic
back ground, gender, sex ual ity, and physi cal dif fer ences)
doesnot reflect valuefor one an other and con tradictsthe
gospel of JesusChrist”;

Adding to paragraph 66: “We de plore acts of hate against
anyone...”;

Resolving that the General Commission on Christian
Unity and Inter reli gious Con cerns (GCCUIC) spon sor a
series of dialogues on homosexuality and church unity.
(The resolution comes from Donald Messer, The Iliff
School of Theology, and William Abraham, Perkins
School of Theol ogy);

Call ing for an end to late-term abor tion (also known as
“par tial birth abor tion™) ex cept when the physi cal life of
themother isindan ger and no other medi cal pro cedureis
avail able, orincasesof severefetal anomaliesincompat
blewithlife. A mi nor ity report will befiled.

Thecommitteerecommended concur rencewithamend ments:

« Amending “Call for a Rebirth of Compassion” (1996

Book of Resolutions) by call ing for hospi tal ity and com
passionforall,includinghomosex ual per sons.

Thecommitteerecommendednonconcur rence:

« Dealing with abortion, having adopted a “partial birth”

abor tionamend ment to cur rent |an guage on abor tion;

For bidding ceremoniesthat marry adi vorced per sonwhile
ex-spouseislivingand re mar riagewhile ex-spouseisliv-

ing;
Addingto 65D that di vorceand remar riagearein com pat
blewithteachingsof Jesus.s

—Ann Whit ing and Erik Alsgaard

Global Ministries—(5/9/003 p.m.)

The com mit teeretained asamended apeti tion op posing
thebuilding of radar in Juanadiaz ontheisland of Vieuges,
Puerto Rico.

—Linda Bloomand Cheryl Hahs Ed wards
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Higher Educationand Ministry—(5/9/005p.m.)

Thecommitteerecommended concur rence:

IncludinginOf ficesof Bishopand District Superintendent
ministersof Service;

Revisingproceduresdeal ingwithcomplaintsagainst bish
ops;

Addingtothespecificresponsi bil i tiesof district superin
tendents;

Encouraginglonger pastoral appointments;
Affirmingthecommitmenttorural chaplaincy;

Supporting the creation of a task force on immigra
tion/naturalization issues related to clergy appointments
(referredto GCFA);

Makingavail abletoclergy fami liesspousal rightsduringa
marital separation/divorce;

Reporting by administrative review committee prior to
any actionby theannual confer ence;

Revisingtherepresentationonthejurisdictional commit
teeonordainedministry;

Clarifying goals for seeking subsidy grants of equitable
compensation;

Referringto General Board of Higher EducationandMin
istry (GBHEM) Peti tion 31478 regarding ap point ment of
local pastorsaschaplainstoinsti tutions;

Clarifyingmember shipand dutiesof confer enceBoardsof
OrdainedMinistry;

Changingthedeadlinefor meetingtransi tional provi sions
(Para. 365) from De cem ber 31, 2000;

Approvingqual i fi cationsfor electionand consecrationto
probationary member shipandcommissioning;

Amending Petition 31105 concerning representation on
theannual confer enceBoard of Or dainedMinistry;

« Affirming mandatory retirement age of 70 for ordained

clergy; how ever, inlieu of retire ment the Bishop may ap-
point el dersfor oneyear at atime—in clud ing in the same
ap point ment—for missional pur poses. Mi nor ity Reportto
besubmitted.

Thecommitteerecommendednonconcur rence:

 Clarifying responsibilities of loca congregation and

groundsfor pay ing pastor’ ssal ary andfor seek ing subsidy
grantsof equi tablecompensation;

 Cel ebrating holy cov e nantsbetween per sonsof the same

gender by United Meth odist or dained clergy;

» Electing Central Conference members to GBHEM by

Committeeon Central Confer ence Af fairsrather than by
the Coun cil of Bishops.

—Duane Ewers and Terri Hiers

Independent Com missions—(5/9/002:30p.m.
All busi nesscom pleted.)

Thecommitteerecommended concur rence:
« Continuingecumeni cal di aloguesonnativespiritual ity;

» RemovingtheGeneral CommissiononUnited Methodist

Menfromthejurisdictional pool process.

Thecommitteerecommended concur rencewithamend ments:

 Increasingthemaxi mummember ship of all general agen

ciesto667toal low anincreasein mem ber ship onthe Gen
eral CommissiononUnited Methodist Men.

Thecommitteerecommendednonconcur rence:

» SupportingtheGeneral CommissiononUnited Methodist

Men’s support of the Supreme Court appeal of the Boy
Scoutsof Amer icato ex cludeho mosex uasfromlead er
ship. Nonconcurrence came on the advice of Gilbert
Hanke, Texas, incoming national UMM president, who
explained the commission’s brief did not ad dressho mo
sex ual ity buttheright of theor gani zationtonameitsown
leadership.

—Andy Ellisand Kathy Kruger No ble
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General Conference plenary businessis trandated into sign language for deaf attendees
.UMNS Photo by John Goodwin



