
Hand guns and base ball out side the con ven tion cen ter, and
church busi ness in side kept Gen eral Con fer ence del e gates reach -
ing for their elec tronic vot ing pads Tues day.

By a vote of 724 to 205, the con fer ence called for a to tal
ban on “own er ship by the gen eral pub lic of hand guns, as sault
weap ons, au to matic weapon con ver sion kits, and weap ons that
can not be de tected by tra di tion ally used metal-de tec tion de -
vices.”

The as sem bly, which sets United Meth od ist pol icy, asked
that the ban cover the United States and all other coun tries
where the church has a pres ence.  The state ment was de bated for 
about 30 min utes.  

“Gun vi o lence is kill ing Amer ica’s chil dren,” the res o lu -
tion as serted.  “Gun vi o lence in Amer ica’s schools has emerged
as a grow ing and dis turb ing trend.”

An Il li nois del e gate said she had a gun but was go ing to get 
rid of it.  A Florida del e gate said his fam ily owns hand guns and
“the Amer i can peo ple have a right to pro tect their homes.”

On base ball, del e gates ap proved en gag ing the own er ship
of the Cleve land In di ans base ball team in di a logue re gard ing the 
use of a car i ca ture of a Na tive Amer i can known as “Chief
Wahoo” as an iden ti fy ing team logo.  The car i ca ture fre quently
is re garded as de mean ing by Na tive Amer i cans.

Citing the rapid de vel op ment of re search deal ing with hu man 
clon ing and the mix ing of hu man stem cells with an i mals or hu man 
em bryos, the Gen eral Con fer ence asked the Gen eral Board of
Church and So ci ety (GBCS) to form a bioethics task force to ad -
vise the church on eth i cal is sues.

Ear lier in the ses sion Tues day del e gates re jected a bid to
elim i nate the GBCS.

In de bate Tues day, the Gen eral Con fer ence turned down
pro pos als at tempt ing to broaden coun cil rep re sen ta tion so each
ju ris dic tion would have at least one mem ber.  A limit of two
con sec u tive eight-year terms was ap proved.

Three of the church’s spe cial pro grams were en dorsed for
ref er ence to the Gen eral Coun cil on Fi nance and Ad min is tra -
tion: Na tive Amer i can Fo rum, Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Young
Peo ple, and Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Cen -
tury.

Two pro pos als rel a tive to life styles of gen eral agency staff
were re jected as un nec es sary.  One would have re quired staff to
be “per sons who model them selves af ter Je sus Christ.”

Turn ing to the en vi ron ment, del e gates said the church and
its mem bers should “place a high pri or ity on changes in eco -
nomic, po lit i cal, so cial and tech no log i cal life styles to sup port a
more eco log i cally eq ui ta ble and sus tain able world.”

Del e gates re moved a clause pro hib it ing a Ju di cial Coun cil
mem ber from serv ing if he or she turns 70 be fore the next Gen -
eral Con fer ence. The as sem bly also elected a re place ment for a
Ju di cial Coun cil mem ber who was be ing re placed be cause of
that clause.
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Delegates Confront Challenges:
Handguns, Team Logo, Bioethics

Agenda for Wednesday May 10
8:00 a.m. Choral Music

8:15 a.m. Ecumenical Worship Service
Dr. George Carey,
Archbishop of Canterbury, preacher

*9:15 a.m. Recognition of Ecumenical Visitors

9:30 a.m. Committee on Calendar
 and Agenda Report

9:40 a.m. Calendar Items

12:05 p.m. Conference Announcements
 and Committee on Presiding Officers

12:15 p.m. Lunch Recess

2:20 p.m. Gathering Music

2:30 p.m. Calendar Items

5:30 p.m. Dinner Recess

7:20 p.m. Gathering Music

7:30 p.m. Report of the Committee on Agenda

7:30 p.m. Calendar Items

10:25 p.m. Announcements

10:30 p.m Adjournment

*Order of the Day



Some del e gates con tended that be cause the leg is la tion is
not gen er ally in ef fect un til 2001, no con flict ex ists.  Oth ers
ques tioned the sit u a tion, and a ma jor ity called for a Ju di cial
Coun cil rul ing in the mat ter.

—Robert Lear

Delegates Approve Contentious
Anti-Gun Resolution

Af ter a qua dren nium in which no res o lu tion on guns was
passed by Gen eral Con fer ence, 77 per cent of the del e gates
voted Tues day to ac cept a res o lu tion de cry ing hand guns, as sault 
weap ons, au to matic weap ons and au to matic weapon con ver sion 
kits, and call ing for their elim i na tion.

Clear state ments were given on both sides of the de bate.  “I
am not an NRA mem ber, and I am not a gun en thu si ast; but I be -
lieve we have a right to pro tect our selves in our own homes,” said
the Rev. Scott T. Kelso, West Ohio Con fer ence. The Rev.
Beverly L. Wilkes, Il li nois Great Rivers Con fer ence, added hand -
guns to the pe ti tion.  “I own a hand gun,” she said, “but I am also
will ing to give that hand gun up be cause of the so ci ety I am cur -
rently pres ent in. We are call ing for Amer ica to dis arm it self for
the sake of our chil dren and for the sake of too many oth ers who
died too soon be cause we’re try ing to po lice our selves.”

Fol low ing much de bate, the Church and So ci ety Leg is la -
tive Com mit tee added hand guns to the word ing of the orig i nal
res o lu tion. When the amended res o lu tion came to the full ple -
nary Tues day, it was ad di tion ally amended to in clude a call for

an end to guns, not just in the United States, but in all na tions
where The United Meth od ist Church has a pres ence. Al though
much of the res o lu tion cites spe cific gun vi o lence sta tis tics in
the United States, the ple nary af firmed gun vi o lence is not
unique to this coun try.

A sim i lar res o lu tion pro posed by the Gen eral Board of
Church and So ci ety in 1996 was not passed by Gen eral Con fer -
ence but was printed er ro ne ously in the Book of Res o lu tions on
page 535, cre at ing on go ing con fu sion about the of fi cial church
stance on gun vi o lence. The Book of Res o lu tions in cludes no
valid res o lu tions ad dress ing gun vi o lence. A res o lu tion on gun
vi o lence, passed by the 1972 Gen eral Con fer ence, was re newed
each qua dren nium un til 1996 when the new res o lu tion was pro -
posed but failed to be ap proved.

The res o lu tion passed Tues day calls for The United Meth -
od ist Church to:

• con vene work shops on gun vi o lence;

• seek as sis tance from other com mu nity-based groups on
ed u ca tional ef forts;

• de velop ad vo cacy groups within lo cal con gre ga tions to
ad vo cate for re duc tion in gun avail abil ity;

• sup port leg is la tion to reg u late the im por ta tion, man u fac -
tur ing, sale and pos ses sion of guns;

• call upon me dia and the en ter tain ment in dus tries to re frain
from pro mot ing gun use to chil dren; and

• call upon gov ern ments to pro vide sig nif i cant as sis tance to
vic tims of gun vi o lence and their fam i lies.

—Gretchen Hakola and John Thornburg
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Corrections

In the re port of the nom i na tions com mit tee, Vol. 4,
No. 3, page 1748, un der Cen tral Con fer ence: Rhodi
Lucero should read Rody A. Lucedro, Re search Cen ter,
Uni ver sity of Mindanao, Bolton Street, Davao City 8000,
Phil ip pines.

On page 1949 of the DCA , in the ar ti cle “Mar shals,
Pages, Re corders” which stated that an of fer ing will be taken
to de fray the ex penses of vol un teers. One of fer ing will be
taken and di vided be tween the marshals and pages only.



Ju bi lee 2000 Calls for Debt For give ness

A re cord num ber of Cen tral Con fer ence del e gates are at -
tend ing the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence, and many rep re sent na -
tions bur dened by debt they can not pay. To ad dress the
sit u a tion, sev eral res o lu tions be fore the con fer ence urge The
United Meth od ist Church to con tinue to call for debt for give -
ness of poor na tions.

The Gen eral Board of Church and So ci ety (GBCS) and the 
Gen eral Board of Global Min is tries (GBGM), two of the lead
agen cies on the Ju bi lee 2000 ini tia tive, sub mit ted res o lu tions
as signed to those re spec tive leg is la tive com mit tees.

Coun tries in Af rica, Asia, the Pa cific, Latin Amer ica, and
the Ca rib bean owe more than $2 tril lion to rich na tions and in -
ter na tional fi nan cial in sti tu tions such as the World Bank and the
In ter na tional Mon e tary Fund. The world’s poor est coun tries are
the most heavily in debted, ow ing ap prox i mately $370 bil lion.
For many coun tries, the bur den of re pay ing the debt has pre -
vented them from pro vid ing health care, ed u ca tion and food for
the masses. This debt bur den in hib its so cial and eco nomic de -
vel op ment. Through out the world, a call for Ju bi lee re sounds: a
call for debt can cel la tion. 

Many United Meth od ist churches, an nual con fer ences and
ju ris dic tional con fer ences are in volved in Ju bi lee ac tion. The call
for debt for give ness co mes from the Old Tes ta ment bib li cal prac -
tice of eras ing debt ev ery 50 years to grant a fresh start to those
who were heavily in debted.

Scrip tures man date pe ri od i cally over com ing struc tural in -
jus tice and pov erty and re stor ing right re la tion ships by for giv -

ing debt and re form ing land hold ing. In the ear li est tra di tions,
the Sab bath and the Sab bath year lim ited con sump tion and ex -
ploi ta tion of the land. Peo ple and an i mals were to rest ev ery sev -
enth day (Ex o dus 23:10-12). The Sab bath year called for re lease 
from debts and slav ery, and dur ing the ju bi lee year—ev ery 50th
year—all fam ily lands were to be re stored (Le vit i cus 25). Ful -
filling these com mand ments pro claims “the year of the Lord’s
fa vor” (Isa iah 61:1-2). 

The 1996 Gen eral Con fer ence man dated a “Con cern for
Worker’s Task Force” ap pointed by GBGM and GBCS to make
rec om men da tions to the 2000 Gen eral Con fer ence.

• Pe ti tion 30509 calls for eco nomic jus tice for a new mil len -
nium.

• Pe ti tion 30513 au tho rizes The United Meth od ist Church
to con tinue ad vo cat ing for in ter na tional debt re lief. Ev ery
na tion asked to for give debts owed it by im pov er ished na -
tions has ap proved the funds, ex cept for the United States.

• Pe ti tion 31282 calls for Pres i dent Clinton to par don the
debt of the 468 mil lion peo ple in Latin Amer ica where the
num ber of poor peo ple con tin ues to grow.  The pe ti tion
also asks the Coun cil of Evan gel i cal Meth od ist Churches
in Latin Amer i can and the Ca rib bean (CIEMAL) and
Meth od ists As so ci ated to Rep re sent the Cause of His panic 
Amer i cans (MARCHA) to con tinue that work, es pe cially
those af fected by hur ri canes George and Mitch.

—Gretchen Hakola
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Med i cal as sis tance is avail able in two places in the
Cleve land cen ter! Reginald Perkins, para medic with
the Cleve land Emer gency Ser vice for 25 years, is
well-pre pared to take care of emer gency needs. E.M.S.
is on line with Di rect Med i cal Com mand, in ad di tion to
hav ing di rect med i cal ser vice with the sur round ing hos -
pi tals. Rest as sured the first-aid room has the needed
equip ment and med i cal sup plies to give the emer gency
care needed. If you feel the need of med i cal help, speak
to one of the guards sta tioned around the outer lobby,
and the para medic on duty will be con tacted.

• Vid eo tapes of the Gen eral Board of Church and So ci ety 
ban quet are avail able at the Good News TV booth.
Also, Thom White Wolf Fassett’s state ment on Cuba is
avail able at the GBCS booth in the ex hibit hall.

• Im me di ately af ter the Wednes day morn ing ses sion,
Joaquin Gar cia and Jimmy Carr in vite dea cons who are
del e gates and re serve del e gates to meet for a photo at
the south wall in front of the cof fee bar.



Trans la tion and Dis tri bu tion of Ma te rials for Del e gates of the Cen tral Con fer ence
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If You Ask Them,
They Will Come

The call came Thurs day af ter noon. “Can you be in Cleve -
land by 8 p.m. to night? We need peo ple to trans late Swa hili for
some of our Con go lese del e gates.” The re quest came from the
Gen eral Board of Global Min is tries (GBGM).

“I thought they were kid ding,” said the Rev. Josephat
Rungu, New York Con fer ence. He said he would try.

 “I called my lay leader and the staff-par ish re la tions com -
mit tee, and they said it was all right,” said Rungu. “My lay
leader agreed to preach for me, and we moved Com mu nion
Sunday back a week.”

This done, he was on his way to Cleve land. Well, al most.
There were fur ther lo gis tics to con sider.  How would he get
from South Norwalk, Conn., to a New York area air port dur ing
rush hour for an early eve ning flight? In no way could he get to
LaGuardia, John F. Ken nedy or New ark air port to catch a plane
that would have him in Cleve land at a re spect able hour. Rungu
called the GBGM. “We’ll see what our travel agent can do.” Be -
fore he knew it, he was on his way to the White Plains air port in
Westchester County. 

The air craft that would bring him to Cleve land was small. “My 
heart was in my hand by the time we landed. We had to cir cle the air -
port about five min utes be cause of a heavy storm,” he ex plained.
They touched down at 9:20 p.m.

Af ter a Fri day morn ing ori en ta tion, Rungu and other newly
ar rived trans la tors were ready for the task. The quickly re cruited
trans la tors were brought to Cleve land to re solve a prob lem that sur -
faced Wednes day when the Church and So ci ety Com mit tee
stopped its work be cause too few trans la tors were avail able for del -
e gates from Af rica.

“I had a co-trans la tor: a stu dent vis it ing here with the Af -
rica Uni ver sity Choir,” Rungu said. Or i ginally from Kenya,
Rungu noted the Swa hili spo ken in east Af rica is not iden ti cal to
that spo ken in Congo.

“The high point for me,” said Rungu, “was when one of the 
del e gates we had trans lated for stood up and ad dressed the en tire 
leg is la tive sec tion in Swa hili, speak ing in op po si tion to mov ing
the GBGM from New York to an other lo ca tion.” The del e gate
said money could be put to better use in places such as Af rica
where they strug gle to build sim ple church struc tures. 

“I re ally feel if we had not been there to trans late,” he
added,” the del e gate would not have un der stood the leg is la tion
and could not have ad dressed this is sue so ar tic u lately.”

Rungu’s pres ence at Gen eral Con fer ence came as a pleas -
ant sur prise. His fi an cee, Lesley Y. Crosson, GBGM pub lic re -
la tions di rec tor, is also work ing as a trans la tor here.

—Kate SantaColoma

Cleveland District Funds
Indian Center; Conference

Approves ‘Chief Wahoo’ Petition

The Amer i can In dian Ed u ca tion Cen ter of Cleve land has
new life be cause of a grant from the Cleve land Dis trict of the
East Ohio Con fer ence.  The five-year-old so cial ser vice agency
is now housed in Broad way United Meth od ist Church in south -
east Cleve land.

 Ur ban In di ans, or the “real Cleve land In di ans,” as cen ter
di rec tor Rob ert Roche calls them, are an un der-served, ne -
glected and for got ten pop u la tion, ac cord ing to Sherrie No ble,
the cen ter’s pro gram di rec tor .  “They are the most marginalized, 
most in vis i ble pop u la tion group in Cleve land,” she said.

A siz able grant to the cen ter for a sub stance-abuse treat -
ment pro gram came, in large mea sure, be cause the cen ter is now 
housed in a United Meth od ist church.  “Hav ing the back ing of
The United Meth od ist Church makes a sub stan tial dif fer ence,”
said No ble.  

The pres ence of Chief Wahoo, the mas cot of the Cleve land
In di ans base ball team, cre ates real heart ache for Cleve land area
Na tive Amer i can fam i lies, said No ble.  City of Cleve land schools
have a “Cleve land In di ans Day” on which all stu dents wear team
ap parel and paint their faces.  Be cause the paint ing of one’s face
is a sa cred rite in Na tive Amer i can cul ture, this con fuses the chil -
dren.

Dur ing yes ter day’s ple nary ses sion, the con fer ence ap -
proved a pe ti tion from United Meth od ism’s Na tive Amer i can
In ter na tional Cau cus.  The pe ti tion called for ap pro pri ate church 
agen cies to work with Na tive Amer i can church groups “to en -
gage the Cleve land com mu nity and the own er ship of the Cleve -
land In dian Pro fes sional Base ball Team in a di a logue of
un der stand ing and sen si tiv ity with de mean ing eth nic car i ca -
tures and mas cots.” 

—John Thornburg

Where in the Convention Center
Is . . . Brad Motta???

This room pro vides a re spite for some very spe cial peo -
ple at Gen eral Con fer ence. These peo ple can not vote. They
do not make speeches on the floor of Gen eral Con fer ence, but 
they have the ear of the bishop when ever they need it. They
have a unique, nur tur ing min is try that has far-reach ing im -
pact; yet, they sel dom are ac knowl edged. Not all of them are
here in Cleve land, but they all share a com mon bond and love 
for the church that is an in spir ing wit ness.

This area is one of the most car ing, lov ing places in the
con ven tion cen ter.

See photo on page 2124 for the lo ca tion.



United Methodist Participates in Ecumenical Witness Celebrating
20th Century Witnesses to the Faith

Ed i tor’s note: Dur ing the May 5 Gen eral Con fer ence ple -
nary, del e gates ex tended greet ings to Pope John Paul II and
rec og nized “the pro found state ments of sor row and re gret that
you have made in this Year of Ju bi lee re gard ing cer tain past
prac tices of the Ro man Cath o lic Church, . . .

“We ac cept your apol ogy for the use of force in the search
for truth prac ticed against our Protestant fore bears in the
Chris tian faith.  In the in stances of mis un der stand ings, in sen si -
tiv i ties and harm brought about by The United Meth od ist
Church and its pre de ces sors in the faith to the Ro man Cath o lic
Church . . . , we in turn ask for give ness for our deeds of com mis -
sion and omis sion.

“We re joice in the growth of mu tual un der stand ing . . . that 
has de vel oped in the past de cades. . . . We look for ward to in -
creased un der stand ing that is brought about by prayer, di a -
logue and re flec tion.”

Two days later the Rev. Jo seph R. Hale, gen eral sec re tary
of the World Meth od ist Coun cil, par tic i pated in an ec u men i cal
com mem o ra tion in Rome cel e brat ing wit nesses to the faith in
the 20 th cen tury.  Here is his ac count of the ex pe ri ence.

This ma jor event on the cal en dar of the Ro man Cath o lic
Ju bi lee Year 2000 was re mark able be cause Pope John Paul II in -
vited lead ers from most ma jor churches and Chris tian com mu -
nions to par tic i pate in the ser vice.  He ex pressed his con vic tion
that  “the wit ness to Christ borne even to the shed ding of blood
has be come a com mon in her i tance of Cath o lics, Or tho dox, An -
gli cans and Prot es tants” (from Pa pal let ter Tertio Millennio
Adveniente).

The 18 church rep re sen ta tives were first taken in side the
Col os seum where, in the early cen tu ries of Chris tian ity, many
wit nessed to their faith with their lives.   Here the Pope spoke
with each ec u men i cal guest.

The com mem o ra tion was dra matic, set against the mas sive 
Col os seum wall be side which a huge plat form was erected.  As
the sto ries of mar tyrs from ev ery con ti nent were told, and their
words voiced, lamps were lighted at the foot of a cross, and in -
cense was cast in a bra zier flame as a sym bol of the prayer of the
just.     An es ti mated 20,000 per sons at tended, many sit ting on
the grassy hills ris ing around the an cient Ro man Fo rum, the
Arch of Constantine, and the Col os seum.   Rain be gan to fall to -
ward the close of the more than two-hour cer e mony, but I saw
no one leave. 

I was in vited to read the words of a Bap tist med i cal mis -
sion ary from Can ada who died in Ni ge ria.  He worked tire lessly
to con tain a men in gi tis ep i demic in a leprosarium.  He died at
age 23, him self a vic tim. Read ing his words, I thought of Meth -
od ist wit nesses from Ko rea, East ern Eu rope and Af rica on a list
we sent to the Vat i can in an tic i pa tion of this ser vice.  I es pe cially 
thought of Bur leigh Law, a Meth od ist lay man shot by a re bel
sol dier in the at tempt to res cue five mis sion ary fam i lies in the

Bel gian Congo in Au gust 1964.  His wife, Vir ginia Law Shell,
served on the Gen eral Board of Dis ci ple ship staff and now lives
in North Carolina.

I de cided it was im por tant to be in Rome be cause of the
spirit I have ex pe ri enced over 22 years in the life and work of
Pope John Paul II.   This was ev i dent in what he said Sunday
night at the Col os seum: “The pres ence of rep re sen ta tives of
other churches and eccelesial com mu ni ties gives to day’s cel e -
bra tion par tic u lar sig nif i cance and el o quence. . . . It shows that
the ex am ple of the he roic wit nesses to the faith is truly pre cious
for all Chris tians. . . . It is a her i tage [that] speaks more pow er -
fully than all the causes of di vi sion. The ecu me nism of the mar -
tyrs and the wit nesses to the faith is the most con vinc ing of all. 
To the Chris tians of the 21st cen tury, it shows the path to unity.”   

—Joseph R. Hale
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General Conference Jeopardy Game #2

In the game “Jeop ardy,” a con tes tant re ceives the an -
swer and then is given a few sec onds to come up with the
ques tion to which the an swer is di rected. Take a mo ment
and take the chal lenge of  “Jeop ardy Game 2.”

1. Fear of fly ing

2. Neck in jury

3. Car o lyn Mar shall

4. Who cares?

5. Sauna

6. Com fort able shoes

7. The fi nal pe ti tion

8. Out stretched hands

9. No-Doze

10. Free for all

Ques tions can be found on Page 2124.

—Brad Motta



Bowen, Wilson, Marshall
Keep General Conference Wheels in Motion

Be tween their two weeks of ac tiv ity and no tice, they la bor
for four years, of ten alone. Their vi sion and plan ning are vi tal to
the suc cess of Gen eral Con fer ence. You’ve seen and heard them 
on stage. “They” are busi ness man ager Gary Bowen, mu sic di -
rec tor Cynthia Wil son and sec re tary Car o lyn Mar shall.

Business Manager Gary Bowen

“I got this job the day af ter the last Gen eral Con fer ence
ended,” said Gary Bowen, “and I’m not an ex pert in con ven tion
plan ning. I’m a CPA, and I’ve been with the Gen eral Coun cil on 
Fi nance and Ad min is tra tion (GCFA) for 26 years, so I know
quite a bit about bud get con trol. I’ve worked with an ex cel lent
lo cal com mit tee with hun dreds of vol un teers. We’re United
Meth od ists, and we take care of our own.”

Per haps Bowen is be ing a bit mod est. He and his staff have
made travel ar range ments, dealt with hous ing needs, planned the
use of phys i cal fa cil i ties, han dled sup port work, or dered of fice sup -
plies, ar ranged for print ing, and worked out thou sands of de tails
about hun dreds of mat ters.

Mid way through the con fer ence ses sion, Bowen is still
smil ing. Part of it is be cause of the qual ity and quan tity of his
help. Cleve land staff in clude:

• six work ers in the busi ness man ager’s of fice;

• 12 Com mis sion on Gen eral Con fer ence mem bers;

• 60 trans la tors with five sup port staff;

• tech ni cal staff to work on stage and back stage;

• GCFA mem bers;

• Gen eral Con fer ence sec re tary’s staff; and

• trea surer’s of fice staff.

This cadre of help ers strives to solve prob lems so del e -
gates and vis i tors are free to work and wor ship.

Most hard-to-solve prob lems hap pen half a world away.
“We heard from five Ni ge rian del e gates two weeks ago. They
had gone to Lagos to ap ply for their vi sas. They are still in
Lagos, wait ing, and can’t leave be cause then they won’t be there 
when the vi sas be come avail able. We hope they will be able to
be here for part of the sec ond week,” Bowen said.

An in creas ingly global Gen eral Con fer ence mem ber ship
com pli cates Bowen’s lo gis tics. “The Gen eral Board of Global
Min is tries has been very help ful in ar rang ing for in ter na tional
del e gates,” he said. “Their staff has worked tire lessly to see that
del e gates from out side the United States are well ac com mo -
dated and sup plied with the ser vices they need.”

Of course, CPA Bowen looks at the bot tom line. “We may
spend as much as $5.3 mil lion on this Gen eral Con fer ence,” he said.
“The bud get was $4.87 mil lion, and the rest will come from re serves. 
But if we’ve made it pos si ble for Gen eral Con fer ence del e gates to be 
well cared for and ef fec tive in what they need to do, we’ve done
what we in tended.”

That hope is Gary Bowen’s true bot tom line.

Music Director Cynthia Wilson

She stands in a spot light, sing ing amaz ingly high notes or
di rect ing a choir of hun dreds of sing ers.

It did n’t just hap pen.

Mu sic di rec tor Cynthia Wil son, pas tor of mu sic, wor ship
and com mu ni ca tion at Ben Hill United Meth od ist Church, At -
lanta, has been plan ning the mu sic pro gram for this Gen eral
Con fer ence since early 1998.

Mu sic co-di rec tor for the 1996 Gen eral Con fer ence, her
goal was “to pres ent a pic ture of the global church with im ages
of our unity in Christ, as the con fer ence theme shows.”

Af ter her first ap peal for au di tion tapes from groups that
wished to sing or play as a part of wor ship, she re ceived 125
tapes, 100 from groups in Ohio — all White. Some of those
choirs are ap pear ing, but they are joined by other mu si cians re -
cruited from a mul ti tude of cul tures around the world.

“Ev ery one in The United Meth od ist Church will see some -
one in the mu sic pro gram with whom they can iden tify,” Wil son
said. “[Mu si cians] come from ev ery con ti nent ex cept Aus tra lia.
We have al ways cel e brated the mu sic of many cul tures, but they
of ten ap peared in iso la tion. I’m try ing to show our one ness in
Christ by show ing how our mu sic goes to gether in ways we don’t
of ten ex pect.”
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Secretary Carolyn Marshall

Bishops come and bish ops go from the pre sid ing of fi cer’s
chair. It seems, how ever, the per son in the sec re tary’s chair
does n’t change.

That state ment de scribes Gen eral Con fer ence sec re tary
Car o lyn Mar shall’s sit u a tion. She is, af ter all, the only per son
elected by the Gen eral Con fer ence.

“I’m the only of fi cer of the en tire church,” she said,
“which is quite a vote of con fi dence. It’s an in con ve nience only
if the de nom i na tion is sued. In that case, I’m the only per son
who can tes tify.”

That sel dom oc curs. In stead, her tasks are more mun dane.
“The low time is the mid dle 18 months [be tween ses sions],” she
said. “In the 1993-96 qua dren nium, I had a lot of let ters from
stu dents ask ing about the church’s stance on par tic u lar is sues.
Even tually I kept cop ies of pages from The Book of Dis ci pline
and The Book of Res o lu tions  on hand to mail to them.”

With a full-time job as ex ec u tive di rec tor of the Lu cille
Raines Res i dence in In di a nap o lis, a half way house for women
re leased from prison or sub stance-abuse pro grams, Mar shall de -
votes eve nings and week ends to Gen eral Con fer ence work. As
Gen eral Con fer ence ap proached, she moved her wakeup time to 
3:30 a.m. to fin ish prep a ra tions.

On stage, Mar shall is a calm ing pres ence who keeps track
of re fer rals, makes an nounce ments, and han dles a host of de -
tails. “I get lots of scrappy, lit tle notes,” she said. “I tell peo ple,
‘Put it in writ ing,’ and then I re mem ber.

“While peo ple think this is a pow er ful po si tion, [I’m] re -
ally a keeper of rules,” she said. “I don’t make the rules. I en -
force and in ter pret the rules be cause I be lieve the Holy Spirit
moves through struc ture.”

A re cent note thank ing her for faith ful ser vice as Gen eral
Con fer ence sec re tary called her “an icon of The United Meth -
od ist Church.” “Not me,” said Car o lyn Mar shall. “I’m no
statue.” Nev er the less, with her elec tion to an other term as
Gen eral Con fer ence sec re tary, she will re main in that chair on
stage, while the bish ops come and go.

— Tom Slack

All in the Family

Spouses Jac que line “Jackie” and the Rev. Terry Euper, 
De troit Con fer ence del e gates, are no strang ers to Gen eral
Con fer ence.  Jackie, Chris tian ed u ca tion pro ject di rec tor in
the Flint Dis trict, was elected to the 1992 and 1996 Gen eral
Con fer ences.  The Eupers’ son, Steve, was also a del e gate in
1992, and Terry, now se nior pas tor in Lapeer, Mich., was
the first clergy al ter nate that year.
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Korean-American Task Force
Makes Recommendations, Sets Goals

With a fo cused pre sen ta tion to Gen eral Con fer ence del e -
gates, the Ko rean-Amer i can Task Force pro posed a new, chal -
leng ing ini tia tive to ad vance United Meth od ist min is tries
among Ko rean-Amer i cans.

Find ings of a sur vey of 429 pas tors and 290 laypersons re -
flect that while the church has dem on strated growth in mem ber -
ship and at ten dance, United Meth od ism is chal lenged by the
need to re cruit and train lead er ship.  The great est need is to be in
min is try to the “next gen er a tion” of Ko rean-Amer i can youth.

The task force rec om mended the fol low ing:

• chal lenge and de velop new lead er ship es pe cially in the ar -
eas of bi lin gual ism and more fe male clergy lead er ship;

• nur ture and de velop con gre ga tions for mis sion and out -
reach; and

• fos ter a “next-gen er a tion” min is try to help close the lan -
guage and cul tural gap in youth min is try.

Six ac tion goals were iden ti fied:

• de velop lay and clergy lead er ship pro grams;

• re cruit and train women for clergy lead er ship;

• de velop 20 new con gre ga tions;

• strengthen 30 new mis sion con gre ga tions;

• re cruit 40 “new-gen er a tion” clergy; and

• de velop cul tur ally rel e vant re sources.

The task force rec om mended de vel op ment of a United
Meth od ist Coun cil on Ko rean-Amer i can Min is tries to work di -
rectly with the Col lege of Bishops.  The coun cil would:

• strive to en able a more vi a ble wit ness to pass on to the next 
gen er a tion; 

• af firm min is tries of be long ing, rootedness, and strength for
Ko rean-Amer i can United Meth od ists; and

• work at be ing an in clu sive com mu nity of faith.

—Francisco Estrada



Language Issues Continue to Confront Delegates

Di ver sity is cel e brated in The United Meth od ist Church.
But some times with that di ver sity co mes the bar rier of lan -
guage.

From Span ish to Swa hili, tens of lan guages and di a lects
are spo ken by del e gates from the Amer i cas, Af rica, Eu rope and
Asia. Since all Gen eral Con fer ence busi ness is done in Eng lish,
non-Eng lish-speak ing del e gates need as sis tance in un der stand -
ing the is sues they are ad dress ing. 

That task falls to the trans la tors hired for Gen eral Con fer -
ence. Al though the trans la tors work hard, a lim ited num ber of
them are avail able. This be came ev i dent when Af ri can del e gates 
as signed to the Church and So ci ety Leg is la tive Com mit tee
lacked enough trans la tors. Al though the del e gates wanted to
serve on dif fer ent com mit tees, only one trans la tor was avail -
able. The com mit tee voted to aban don its leg is la tive agenda un -
til the full Gen eral Con fer ence could ad dress the is sue.
Ad di tional trans la tors were found, but the sit u a tion raised con -
cerns about United Meth od ism’s com mit ment to be a truly
global church.

In an other com mit tee meet ing, an Af ri can del e gate tear -
fully said, “If you don’t want us here, please let us know, and we
will go home.”

Nkonde Mukungwe, a lay del e gate from the North-West
Katanga Con fer ence, said most del e gates from his con fer ence
don’t speak Eng lish. Their pri mary lan guage is Swa hili, al -
though they all speak French. Mukungwe, who speaks flu ent
Eng lish, said the other Af ri cans find it frus trat ing when printed
ma te ri als are not in a lan guage they un der stand.

All edi tions of the Ad vance Daily Chris tian Ad vo cate were 
printed in Eng lish.

To ad dress the prob lem, the Gen eral Con fer ence will con -
sider print ing the DCA in other lan guages and hav ing more
trans la tors avail able: an ad just ment that would re quire up to $1
mil lion more to hold Gen eral Con fer ence in 2004.

 —Davie Burgdorf
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Where in the Convention Center Is . 
. . Brad Motta?

The lounge for bish ops’ spouses is a
ha ven for bish ops’ hus bands and wives to be 
with each other. They keep an eye on their
spouses through the live video feed in the
lounge area. Dur ing ple nary they care fully
fol low the pro ceed ings with the DCA in one
hand and a pen cil in the other. They watch
care fully as their spouses lead the church
into the 21

st
 century. An at mo sphere of

warmth and car ing fills the room. When the
pho tog ra pher told ev ery one to “smile,” a
voice in the back said “say con cur rence.” 
May God bless these faith ful ser vants and
the many min is tries they rep re sent.

—Dewayne and Ginnie Lowther photo

General Conference Jeopardy Game #2

1. What would make some one from the west coast make
the mo tion to ex tend Gen eral Conference an other week?

2. What hap pens when you at tach all of the Gen eral
Conference but tons to your name tag?

3. Whose voice is a clue that you will soon be free for
lunch or din ner, or bed?

4. Where in the con ven tion cen ter is Brad Motta?

5. Where do you go when you leave the con ven tion cen ter
for lunch?

6. What does it look like ev ery one else is wear ing?

7. What do you pray for in your daily de vo tion?

8. What do you see when they hand out the cook ies at
break time?

9. What prod uct cou pon should be in cluded in the DCA?

10. What should the cost be for bot tled wa ter?

—Brad Motta



National Plan for Hispanic Ministry Enriches, Extends Outreach

Is there room for His pan ics in The United Meth od ist
Church?

Yes, af firmed the Na tional Plan for His panic Min is try
(NPHM) of fice. With 61 an nual con fer ences for mally in volved
in His panic min is tries since 1993, ef forts have re sulted in:

• 64 new char tered churches in 30 con fer ences;

• 32 His panic min is tries in eight con fer ences;

• 263 church school ex ten sion pro grams in 30 con fer ences;

• 63 re vi tal ized con gre ga tions in 25 con fer ences;

• 245 non-His panic lo cal churches with His panic min is tries;

• 538 faith com mu ni ties in 46 con fer ences that con tinue to
gather for wor ship and study of Scrip ture.

Leading these many min is tries are 796 trained lay mis -
sion ers and 100 men tor-pas tor part ner ships in 46 con fer ences.

The Na tional Plan for His panic Min is try was an ini tia tive of 
the 1992 Gen eral Con fer ence to reach out to the grow ing His -
panic pop u la tion in the United States. It is an ef fort of the
church’s goal of mak ing dis ci ples of Je sus Christ.  The pro gram
has en abled the church to dis cover His pan ics are not lim ited to
Ar i zona, Cal i for nia, New Mex ico, and Texas. His pan ics live
across the United States.

The Rev. José L. Palos, co or di na tor, Na tional Plan for His -
panic Min is try, Gen eral Board of Global Min is tries, af firms the
plan’s in tent: to or ga nize faith com mu ni ties who gather to gether 
to praise God, to study and re flect on Scrip ture, and to share in
their strug gles and mir a cles of life.

The goals of the Na tional Plan for His panic Min is try are:

• to con tinue to de velop faith com mu ni ties and out reach
min is tries with peo ple of all ages;

• to con tinue trans form ing and mo bi liz ing lo cal con gre ga -
tions for min is tries in their com mu ni ties, both for His panic 
and non-His panic con gre ga tions;

• to con tinue equip ping clergy and lay lead er ship for on go -
ing min is try; and 

• to con tinue to nur ture and ad min is ter hu man and ma te rial
re sources.

The plan chal lenges The United Meth od ist Church to work 
with His pan ics in a min is try of acompañamento – walk ing with
and be ing pres ent for and with His pan ics to en cour age and af -
firm sol i dar ity in all is sues that af fect the His panic com mu nity. 
The chal lenge is “to walk the road of ser vant min is try to gether –
unidos,” as Ne braska Area Bishop Joel L. Mar ti nez chal lenged
and the ple nary ses sion af firmed in song Mon day night.

—Francisco Estrada
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Christian Believers 
Meet Author

Wini Griz zle (left), di -
rec tor of Cokesbury sem i nars,
and sev eral vis i tors talk with
Dr. Ellsworth Kalas (sec ond
from right) who wrote the
“Chris tian Be liever” study
man ual. Kalas vis ited with
del e gates and oth ers who have 
par tic i pated in the study re -
leased last year. The “Chris -
tian Be liever” booth is lo cated
at the rear of the Cokesbury
dis play. If you have ques tions
about the study, call 1 (800)
672-1789. 

—Dewayne and Ginnie Lowther photo



United Methodist Delegates
Welcome Ecumenical Guests

The Most Rev. and Most Hon or able George L. Carey,
Arch bishop of Can ter bury

The Rev. Floyd Al ex an der,
Af ri can Meth od ist Epis co pal Church

Bishop Allan C. Bjornberg,
Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica

The Rev. Rob ert W. Bohl,
Pres by te rian Church (U.S.A.)

The Rev. Tom Dipko,
Con sul ta tion on Church Un ion

The Rev. Rob ert W. Ed gar,
Na tional Coun cil of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

Dr. Wil liam M. Greathouse,
Church of the Nazarene

Bishop Thomas Hoyt,
Chris tian Meth od ist Epis co pal Church

The Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky,
Or tho dox Church in Amer ica

The Rev. Jeffrey Mansell,
Wes leyan Church

His Em i nence Met ro pol i tan Maximos of Ainou,
Greek Or tho dox Arch di o cese of Amer ica

Midge Roof,
The Epis co pal Church, U.S.A.

Bishop Wil liam S. Skylstad,
Na tional Con fer ence of Cath o lic Bishops

The Rev. Judson A. Souers,
In ter na tional Coun cil of Com mu nity of Churches

Dr. Jean Stromberg,
World Coun cil of Churches

The Rev. John H. Thomas,
United Church of Christ

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Stefanie Da vis
Chris tian Meth od ist Epis co pal Church

An toi nette Eldemire
Ac o lyte

Chad Stephens
Crucifer

SPECIAL GUESTS

Mrs. George Carey
Church of Eng land

The Rev. Kathryn Ban nis ter
Guest, Coun cil of Bishops

Dr. Janice Love
Guest, Coun cil of Bishops

Canon Rich ard Marsh
Church of Eng land
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Prayer Con cerns

• Fam ily and friends of Dor o thy Earl, for mer Gen -
eral Con fer ence lay del e gate from Wy o ming
Con fer ence, who died May 8. Earl also served as
a di rec tor of the Gen eral Board of Global Min is -
tries.

• Daryle Greene, a be loved brother of many in
Mis souri and a for mer Gen eral Con fer ence lay
del e gate, bat tling can cer.  If you wish to send him 
greet ings, con tact Carol Smith, Sec tion D—Row
4—Seat 1.

• United Meth od ist Com mu ni ca tions trea surer
Sherri Thiel, whose mother died May 8.  The fu -
neral is May 10 in Dick son, Tenn.  Sherri’s ad -
dress is P.O. Box 43, Char lotte, TN 37036.

Petitions Voided

The fol low ing pe ti tions have been voided :

31786

30928

30320

Be gin ning to day
it will take 10 sig na tures to lift items

from the con sent cal en dar.

Also, be gin ning to day,
Gen eral Con fer ence may act upon pe ti tions
the same day they are printed in the DCA.



A Re sponse to Jim Gen tile

The May 8, 2000, DCA (Vol. 4, No. 7, Page 2023) car ried
an ex cerpt from Jim Gen tile’s ar ti cle in the Trans forming Con -
gre ga tions’ news let ter. He asked the ques tion, “Help me un der -
stand! Why would peo ple re main con nected to a group who
does n’t af firm them or ap prove of their be hav ior?”

Mem bers and friends of the North ern Il li nois Con fer ence
del e ga tion chose to write a re sponse to Gen tile’s ques tion.

Dear Jim:
Thank you for your in vi ta tion to help you un der stand why

we  — and many oth ers who be lieve in full inclusivity of all per -
sons re gard less of sex ual ori en ta tion — choose to stay in The
United Meth od ist Church. Granted, it seems the church does
want to re ject us and wants to deny our full hu man ity. But it is
not be cause we want to be “vol un tary vic tims,” or be cause we
are “emo tion ally im ma ture” or “lack ing self re spect” or “ego
strength.” It is clear you don’t un der stand.

You see, Jim, The United Meth od ist Church is our spir i -
tual home, too. Here is where our faith grows. This is the church
of our bap tism. We be long be cause, like any hu man fam ily, we
just be long. We don’t need to ex plain or jus tify our ex is tence or
our pres ence to you or any body. We be long be cause we are your 
sons and daugh ters, your moms and dads, your nieces and neph -
ews. Like us or not, we are your fam ily.

There’s a say ing that “you can pick your nose, and choose
your friends, but you’re stuck with your fam ily.” Sorry, Jim.
You’re stuck with us.

And I’ll grant you this, too, Jim. It prob a bly would be eas -
ier to be part of the UCC or the MCC where we can live our faith
in safety. But they aren’t fam ily. They just aren’t “home” to us.

It may seem strange to you that we love The United Meth -
od ist Church so much that we put up with its in hos pi tal ity. Our
stay ing is prob a bly a sign of the fool ish ness of God and the folly
of the cross.

No, you don’t un der stand, Jim, be cause we choose to love
our church home de spite what it does to us. Some might even
see this as a sign of spir i tual strength, en dur ance, for bear ance
and faith ful ness.

Jim, we’re not look ing to leave the home and fam ily we
love, even as some do and say the most hurt ful things to us. But
that’s what love does, Jim. Love never gives up. Love never
ends. Love never turns away. Love never fails.

If you want a church that is lit er al ist in its in ter pre ta tion of
Scrip ture and rig idly doc trinal and le gal is tic about peo ple’s
lives, Jim, the As sem blies of God, the South ern Bap tists and
oth ers open wide their doors to your nar row views and lim ited
love and mea sured grace.

We and The United Meth od ist Church would be less with -
out you, though. God’s grace is avail able here for you, too. We
aren’t giv ing up on you, Jim. If you give up on us, we’ll un der -
stand and for give you.

You see, in our fam ily, there will al ways be room for you
at the ta ble.

Sub mitted re spect fully by mem bers and friends of the North ern
Il li nois Con fer ence del e ga tion

Tim Jones-Yelvington

Lonnie Chafin

Har riet McCabe

Luis Reyes

Todd Singley

Ana Kelsey-Powell

Jack Ryder

Do ris Rudy

Shir ley Dare

Francine Tay lor-Thirus

Erika Lemke Hundrieser

Deborah Fisher

Em ery Percell

Philip Blackwell
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Re ports of Leg is la tive Com mit tees

Church and So ci ety—(5/9/00 4:45 p.m.
All busi ness com pleted.)

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence:

• Amending the 1988 Res o lu tion sup port ing self-de ter mi -
na tion and non-in ter ven tion;

• Op posing prod ucts made with sweat shop la bor;

• Re gard ing GBCS and Women’s Di vi sion alert con stit u en -
cies re: cri sis in re pro duc tive and end-of-life health care;

• Amending 1996 “Hu man Rights” res o lu tion to sup port the 
work of Am nesty In ter na tional;

• Call ing on GBOD to de velop ma te rial for lo cal churches
to study and dis cuss evo lu tion and cre ation;

• De claring op po si tion to the prison in dus trial com plex and
pri vat iza tion of jails.

The com mit tee rec om mended non con cur rence:

• Call ing for min is try to lo cal pris on ers the use of re stor -
ative jus tice meth ods;

• Op posing profit-mak ing pris ons;

• Asking state leg is la tures to re view re quire ments for po lit i -
cal party pres i dent/vice pres i dent can di dates to ap pear on
bal lot;

• De mand ing that in dus try con tinue re duc ing di oxin emis -
sions;

• Op posing abuse of an i mals and sup port ing laws and prac -
tices that teach aware ness of all God’s cre ation;

• En suring faith ful care for the dy ing;

• Asking Con gress to re quire plac ing to bacco prod ucts be -
hind coun ters or out of reach of youth since it is re dun dant
with ex ist ing res o lu tions;

• Readopting res o lu tion call ing for an end to prej u dice
against Mus lims and Arabs in the U.S. since an other res o -
lu tion up dates the same;

• Call ing for an end to U.S. sanc tions against Iraq which was 
al ready passed on by the full body;

• Re af firming the call for end ing eco nomic sanc tions in Iraq 
(re dun dant);

• Un der stand ing liv ing and dy ing;

• Asking the UMC to en dorse the Amer i can Health Se cu rity 
Act of 1995.

The com mit tee rec om mended re fer ral to the Gen eral Board of
Church and So ci ety:

• Op posing pri vat iza tion of So cial Se cu rity;

• Call ing for ju ris dic tional con sul ta tions to rehumanize and
relocalize our food sys tems.

–Gretchen Hakola and Paul Widicus

Faith and Or der—(5/9/00 4:45 p.m.)

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence:

• Adding to Para. 65: “We also en cour age all in di vid u als to
be sen si tive to oth ers in lan guage use by us ing ap pro pri ate
lan guage when re fer ring to all peo ple. Lan guage of a de -
rog a tory na ture (with re gard to race, na tion al ity, eth nic
back ground, gen der, sex u al ity, and phys i cal dif fer ences)
does not re flect value for one an other and con tra dicts the
gos pel of Je sus Christ”;

• Adding to para graph 66: “We de plore acts of hate against
any one...”;

• Re solving that the Gen eral Com mis sion on Chris tian
Unity and In ter re li gious Con cerns (GCCUIC) spon sor a
se ries of di a logues on ho mo sex u al ity and church unity.
(The res o lu tion co mes from Don ald Messer, The Iliff
School of The ol ogy, and Wil liam Abra ham, Perkins
School of The ol ogy);

• Call ing for an end to late-term abor tion (also known as
“par tial birth abor tion”) ex cept when the phys i cal life of
the mother is in dan ger and no other med i cal pro ce dure is
avail able, or in cases of se vere fe tal anom a lies in com pat i -
ble with life. A mi nor ity re port will be filed.

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence with amend ments:

• Amending “Call for a Re birth of Com pas sion” (1996
Book of Res o lu tions) by call ing for hos pi tal ity and com -
pas sion for all, in clud ing ho mo sex ual per sons.

The com mit tee rec om mended non con cur rence:

• Deal ing with abor tion, hav ing adopted a “par tial birth”
abor tion amend ment to cur rent lan guage on abor tion;

• For bid ding cer e mo nies that marry a di vorced per son while 
ex-spouse is liv ing and re mar riage while ex-spouse is liv -
ing;

• Adding to 65D that di vorce and re mar riage are in com pat i -
ble with teach ings of Je sus.s

–Ann Whit ing and Erik Alsgaard

Global Min is tries—(5/9/00 3 p.m.)

• The com mit tee re tained as amended a pe ti tion op pos ing
the build ing of ra dar in Juanadiaz on the is land of Vieuqes, 
Puerto Rico.

– Linda Bloom and Cheryl Hahs Ed wards
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Higher Ed u ca tion and Min is try—(5/9/00 5 p.m.)

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence:

• In clud ing in Of fices of Bishop and Dis trict Su per in ten dent 
min is ters of Ser vice;

• Re vising pro ce dures deal ing with com plaints against bish -
ops;

• Adding to the spe cific re spon si bil i ties of dis trict su per in -
ten dents;

• En cour ag ing lon ger pas to ral ap point ments;

• Af firming the com mit ment to ru ral chap laincy;

• Sup porting the cre ation of a task force on im mi gra -
tion/nat u ral iza tion is sues re lated to clergy ap point ments
(re ferred to GCFA);

• Making avail able to clergy fam i lies spousal rights dur ing a 
mar i tal sep a ra tion/di vorce;

• Re porting by ad min is tra tive re view com mit tee prior to
any ac tion by the an nual con fer ence;

• Re vising the rep re sen ta tion on the ju ris dic tional com mit -
tee on or dained min is try;

• Clar ifying goals for seek ing sub sidy grants of eq ui ta ble
com pen sa tion; 

• Re ferring to Gen eral Board of Higher Ed u ca tion and Min -
is try (GBHEM) Pe ti tion 31478 re gard ing ap point ment of
lo cal pas tors as chap lains to in sti tu tions;

• Clar ifying mem ber ship and du ties of con fer ence Boards of 
Or dained Min is try;

• Changing the dead line for meet ing tran si tional pro vi sions
(Para. 365) from De cem ber 31, 2000;

• Ap proving qual i fi ca tions for elec tion and con se cra tion to
pro ba tion ary mem ber ship and com mis sion ing;

• Amending Pe ti tion 31105 con cern ing rep re sen ta tion on
the an nual con fer ence Board of Or dained Min is try;

• Af firming man da tory re tire ment age of 70 for or dained
clergy; how ever, in lieu of re tire ment the Bishop may ap -
point el ders for one year at a time—in clud ing in the same
ap point ment—for missional pur poses. Mi nor ity Re port to
be sub mit ted.

The com mit tee rec om mended non con cur rence:

• Clar ifying re spon si bil i ties of lo cal con gre ga tion and
grounds for pay ing pas tor’s sal ary and for seek ing sub sidy
grants of eq ui ta ble com pen sa tion;

• Cel e brating holy cov e nants be tween per sons of the same
gen der by United Meth od ist or dained clergy;

• Electing Cen tral Con fer ence mem bers to GBHEM by
Com mit tee on Cen tral Con fer ence Af fairs rather than by
the Coun cil of Bishops.

–Duane Ewers and Terri Hiers

In de pend ent Com mis sions—(5/9/00 2:30 p.m.
All busi ness com pleted.)

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence:

• Con tinuing ec u men i cal di a logues on na tive spir i tu al ity;

• Re moving the Gen eral Com mis sion on United Meth od ist
Men from the ju ris dic tional pool pro cess.

The com mit tee rec om mended con cur rence with amend ments:

• In creasing the max i mum mem ber ship of all gen eral agen -
cies to 667 to al low an in crease in mem ber ship on the Gen -
eral Com mis sion on United Meth od ist Men.

The com mit tee rec om mended non con cur rence:

• Sup porting the Gen eral Com mis sion on United Meth od ist
Men’s sup port of the Su preme Court ap peal of the Boy
Scouts of Amer ica to ex clude ho mo sex u als from lead er -
ship. Non con cur rence came on the ad vice of Gilbert
Hanke, Texas, in com ing na tional UMM pres i dent, who
ex plained the com mis sion’s brief did not ad dress ho mo -
sex u al ity but the right of the or ga ni za tion to name its own
lead er ship.

– Andy Ellis and Kathy Kruger No ble
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