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Proceedings of the 2000 General Conference
of The United Methodist Church
DCA 958, and this par tic u lar one is on
adding “all covenant relationships” re garding examinations for deacons. The
DCA, p 1782, col umn 1, para graph 1:
committee recommends non con curDALE SEGREST (Alabama-West
rence.
Florida)
should
be
ROLAND
BISHOP HENDERSON: Are there
SIEGRIST (Aus trian Pro vi sional)
ques tions? If you’ll sup port the rec ommendation from the committee please
press 1; if you do not support press 2.
Con tinued from p. 2010)
Please vote when the light ap pears. [Yes,
WIL SON: Our next cal en dar item is on 772; No, 141] By a vote of 84.6%you have
the very same page, 1848, in your DCA. It is voted to sup port the rec om men da tion from
Item 167, Pe ti tion 30409; in your Advance the com mit tee.
DCA, on page 979. This is on “In ca pac ity
WILSON: On the very same page the
leave re sult ing from health mat ters and dis- next cal en dar item is 171. The pe ti tion numabil ity con di tions,” and our com mit tee rec- ber is 30640. The Advance DCA page is
om mends con cur rence.
962. This is re gard ing “all cov e nant re laBISHOP HENDERSON: Are there ques- tionships regarding examinations of el tions from the body? All right, if you will ders.” The committee recommends
sup port the rec om men da tion from the com- nonconcurrence.
mit tee, press 1; if you do not sup port, press
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
2. Please vote when the light ap pears. [Yes, there ques tions? I do not see a card. If you’ll
878; No, 34.] By a vote of 96.3%, you have sup port the rec om men da tion from the comvoted to sup port the rec om men da tion from mit tee press 1; if you do not sup port press 2.
the com mit tee.
Please vote when the light appears. By a
WIL SON: Our next pe ti tion is on 1848, it vote of 84.8% [Yes, 764; No, 137] you have
is Item 168, Petition 30916; in your Ad- voted to sup port the rec om men da tion of the
vance DCA, 978. This is on the sub ject of com mit tee.
“Be fore a leave is granted, clergy shall be
WILSON: On the very same page the
appointed for at least one quadrennium,” Calendar Item 172. Petition number is
and the com mit tee voted and rec om mends 30050. Your Advance DCA page is 968.
nonconcurrence.
The sub ject was de let ing words in ef fec tive
BISHOP HENDERSON: Questions? If relationship. The com mit tee rec om mended
you’ll sup port the rec om men da tion from the non-con cur rence.
com mit tee for non con cur rence press 1. If you
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
do not so sup port press 2. Please vote when there ques tions to the chair? I do not see a
the light ap pears. [Yes, 799; No, 113] card. If you’ll sup port the rec om men da tion
Eighty-seven-point-six percent is your rec - from the com mit tee, press 1; if you do not
ommendation for support for non con cur- sup port, press 2. Please vote when the light
rence.
appears. [Yes, 862; No, 48] A vote of
WIL SON: Our next item is 169, at the 94.7%.You have voted to sup port the recbot tom of 1848, and the rest of that is on the om men da tion from the com mit tee for nontop of 1849. Pe ti tion 30741, Ad vance DCA concurrence.
957. The com mit tee rec om mends con curWILSON: Bishop, that concludes our
rence with amend ment as fol lows: “es pe- items from yes ter day’s DCA. Thank you
cially mem bers of the Churches of Christ very much.
Uniting.” The com mit tee voted in con curBISHOP HENDERSON: Thanks, Miss
rence with amend ment.
Wil son, and thanks to the other of fi cers of
BISHOP HENDERSON: Are there ques- your com mit tee. Thank you.
tions? If you’ll support the rec om men da(Applause)
tion from the committee for concurrence
please press 1. If you do not so support,
Leg is la tive Com mit tee
press 2. Please vote when the light ap pears.
on
Global
Min is tries Re ports
[Yes, 851; No, 57] By a vote of 93.7% you
have voted to sup port the rec om men da tion
BISHOP HENDERSON: The next leg isfrom the com mit tee.
la tive com mit tee is Global Min is tries; Miss
WIL SON: Our next item is 170, found on Chris tine Dean Keels is the chair.
p. 1849. Pe ti tion num ber is 30638 Advance

Corrections

CHRISTINE DEAN KEELS (Bal timore-Washington):
Good
morning,
Bishop.
BISHOP HENDERSON: Good morn ing.
KEELS: The Com mit tee on Global Minis tries will be pre sent ing from page 1848.
My vice-chair is Reverend Youngsook
Kang, from the Rocky Moun tain Con ference; my sec re tary is Jerry Rus sell, from the
Holston Con fer ence. In the spirit of shared
leadership, in future days you will hear
from the vice-chair and the sec re tary. This
morn ing, I’d like to call on Paul Ervin, who
chaired the Sub com mit tee on Com mu nity
and Ec u men i cal Re la tions, and Phyl lis Fergu son, who chaired Peace and Jus tice Commit tee, to walk us through the pe ti tions.
BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
PAUL ERVIN (North Geor gia): Cal endar Item 160, page 1848. This is a pe tition—on page 914, was Petition number
31381; 31381. If you’ll turn to that page,
there was a re lated pe ti tion which will come
up later on which concurrence is rec ommended, this particular petition we’re
on—and that, incidentally, is Petition
31731 on page 916. This pe ti tion, though,
that we’re cur rently look ing at re lates to the
sup port of the In ter na tional Day of Prayer,
and it—it was voted non con cur rence. Nonconcurrence. Now, this is Pe ti tion 31381.
The rea son, the main rea son was, as we understood it—it was a close vote—but the
main rea son it was voted non con cur rence
related to the spe cif ics men tioned in that
resolution relating to countries. But we
moved non con cur rence.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Are
there ques tions to Mr. Ervin? Yes. I do not
see a card. I do not see a card. If you’ll support the rec om men da tion from the com mittee, please press 1; if you do not support,
press 2. Please vote when the light ap pears.
[Yes, 778; No, 139.] By a vote of 84.8%,
you voted to sup port the rec om men da tion
from the committee for nonconcurrence.
Yes? You may pro ceed.
PHYL LIS S. FER GU SON (Pa cific- Northwest): The next pe ti tion is pe ti tion on page
1848, Cal en dar Item 164, in the Advance
[sic, Volume 4] DCA, it’s on page 1848.
The pe ti tion num ber is 31715 [sic, 31751].
The pe ti tion con cerns sup port ing the lift ing
of economic sanctions against Iraq. The
committee voted concurrence because of
what these sanc tions do to very poor women
and chil dren.
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BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, are
there ques tions from the body? I do not see a
card. If you’ll sup port the rec om men da tion
from the com mit tee, please press 1; if you
do not sup port their rec om men da tion, press
2. Please vote when the light ap pears. [Yes,
703; No, 213.] By a vote of 76.7%, you
voted to sup port the rec om men da tion from
the com mit tee, for con cur rence. Yes.
KEELS: Bishop, this con cludes our report for this morn ing.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. Let’s
ex press our ap pre ci a tion to this com mit tee.
(Applause)
You’ve done a great deal this morning,
and we are in deed grate ful to you, not only
for what you’ve done, but for the won der ful
spirit un der which you’ve done it. We have
some an nounce ments at this time, and we’ll
get ready for those, and we have some special words that you need to hear in just a moment. First of all, there is an urgent
res o lu tion that co mes from the Phil ip pines
about the peace and or der sit u a tion. Where
is Joe Sam son, where are you? Back, would
you go to mike five, please? From the Kansas del e ga tion. Bishop Arichea, where are
you? Would you come down for just a moment, please sir, as this is be ing pre sented?
Yes, would you come down, please sir? All
right, you may proceed at mike number
five.
Res o lu tion on Peace and Con flict
in the Phil ip pines
ANGELITO G. SAMSON (Kansas
East): I move to sus pend the rules for the
pur pose of pre sent ing this res o lu tion on the
peace and con flict sit u a tion in the Phil ippines.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right.
That’s a mo tion to sus pend the rules. If you
will so sup port, press 1; if you do not wish
for the rules to be sus pended, press 2. Please
vote when the light ap pears. This re quires a
two-thirds vote. [Yes, 859; No, 41] A vote
of 95.4%, the rules are sus pended. You may
proceed.
SAM SON: Res o lu tion on the peace and
con flict sit u a tion in the Phil ip pines. We rejoice with the re ported res cue of the fif teen
hostages previously held by extremists
Muslim rebels of the Abu Sayyaf group.
But with them were four dead, a priest and
three teach ers. We share the ag ony of those
21 hos tages from Sipadan Is land in Ma laysia, among them, French, Ger man, Leb anese, South African, Finnish, and
Malaysian nationals who face continuing
un cer tain ties. We la ment the out break of vio lence in volv ing Mus lim re bels in the 14 localities of Mindanao, including those in
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Sulu and Basilan islands. And so, we are
grimly reminded of what we stand for as
mem bers of The United Meth od ist Church.
Whereas “individuals are affirmed by
God in their di ver sity, so are na tions and
cul tures”; and “while rec og niz ing valid differ ences in cul ture and po lit i cal phi los o phy,
we stand for jus tice and peace in ev ery” situ a tion [1996 Book of Dis ci pline, para graph
69, sec tion A]. Whereas, “we be lieve war is
in com pat i ble with the teach ings and ex ample of Christ. . . . and insist that the first
moral duty of all na tions is to re solve by
peace ful means ev ery dis pute that arises between or among them; that hu man val ues
must out weigh mil i tary claims as gov ernments determine their priorities” [1996
Book of Dis ci pline, par. 69C].
Be it hereby re solved, that the Gen eral
Con fer ence 2000 of The United Meth od ist
Church ex press its prayer that hos til i ties begin to cease, for there are only losers in
wars, and those who claim to be victors
must live with the threat of vi o lent re pri sals
in an unending cycle of vengeance; that
food, med i cines, cloth ing, and safe ref uge
be en sured by all par ties to those whose life
are in their hands, and that humanitarian
agen cies be al lowed to care for them un til
the ultimate return of peace in their dis turbed lands; that we join all with this our
res o lu tion of the con flicts and sor rows—
BISHOP HENDERSON: Sir, you’ll need
to sum—sum up your recommendation,
please. Please sum it up.
SAM SON: —that we call upon all peo ples to rec og nize one an other, to be in commu nity with each other, in the hope of a just
world or der, up hold ing how all per sons and
groups must feel secure in their life and
right to live within a so ci ety if or der is to be
achieved and main tained by law, and if we
es pe cially ex press this hope to both Christians and non-Christians alike, we must
leave the rig ors of the sov er eign Phil ip pine
com mu nity. Thank you.
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right, thank
you. If you wish by the body to re spond with
the vote to affirm your recommendation,
press 1; if you do not sup port this re quest,
press 2. Please vote when the light ap pears.
[Yes, 848; No, 53.] By vote of 94.1%, you
have voted to sup port the rec om men da tion.
Thank you.
Dan ger ous Sit u a tion
in Si erra Le one Re ported
BISHOP HENDERSON: The next item
is a sim i lar item. Where is the del e gate who
brought me the news pa per clip ping? Where
is Bishop Humper? Bishop Humper, where
are you, sir—from Sierra Leone? Would
you please come down in like wise fash ion

as did Bishop Arichea? This is about our
sit u a tion that is very ex plo sive in Si erra Leone. Where’s the del e gate who brought me
this news pa per clip ping? Where are you?
Right here. Would you go to mike one and
say just a brief word to us? Then we’ll turn
to the sec re tary for an nounce ments.
DIANE NUNNELEE (Missouri West
Con fer ence): I just request that we ask
Bishop Humper to bring us a re port on our
broth ers and sis ters in Si erra Le one—as the
peace process seems to be falling
apart—and then for us to be led in prayer for
this des per ate sit u a tion of the loss of peace.
BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
Bishop Ray Cham ber lain is go ing to lead us
in prayer at the bene dic tion in just a few
min utes, so he can be in clu sive in that request to Almighty God. Thank you very
much. Bishop Humper, you want to say a
word to us. Please, sir.
BISHOP HUMPER: Thank you, Bishop.
Delegates of this great United Methodist
Church, without wasting much of your
time, I would only want to share with you
where we are at this point in try ing the peace
pro cess in Si erra Le one.
On July 7, 1999, af ter nine years of bru tal
war in Si erra Le one, the in ter na tional commu nity to gether with the In tel li gence Council of Si erra Le one man aged to have a peace
agree ment signed in Lomé, Togo, be tween
the government of Sierra Leone and the
Rev o lu tion ary United Front led by Cor poral Foday Sankoh. As a re sult of that doc ument the United Nations put to gether the
pro cess whereby sus tain able peace could be
achieved in Si erra Le one. The ul ti mate result was to send in 11,100 United Na tions
peace keep ing forces in Si erra Le one, and
with this withdrawal of ECOMOG that’s
help ing the gov ern ment of Si erra Le one to
pros e cute the war.
Though the Demobilization, Dis ar mament, and Reintegration (DDR) process
was go ing on very slowly, what our peo ple
in Si erra Le one were hope ful that in the hori zon there are signs of hope for sus tain able
peace. Sud denly, af ter the fi nal with drawal
of ECOMOG on April 29, this past Mon day
the re bel leader Cor po ral Foday Sankoh ordered his boys, the re bel boys, to ar rest or
de tain some of the United Na tions peacekeep ing force. Up to this point of speak ing,
on Tuesday, four peacekeeping forces,
com ing prob a bly from Kenya, were killed
and three wounded with the de ten tion of the
he li cop ter and its crew.
Yes ter day we learned that four of those
crew mem bers, to gether with the he li copter, were re leased. But a Gam bian-Zam bian
con tin gent of 208 was head ing for Makeni
where you have the greater force shown of
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re bel forces for de ploy ment at the United
Nations peace keep ing force. The 208, together with their ar mored cars and am mu nitions, were seized. At this point in time,
ac cord ing to in for ma tion we have re ceived,
over 300 United Na tions forces are in the
hands of the rebels. And, it is not known
what the state of those peo ple is at this moment. We have learned that the in ter national com mu nity—
BISHOP HENDERSON: Ex cuse me, excuse me, Bishop Humper.
BISHOP HUMPER: —have sent in
mem bers there—
BISHOP HENDERSON: Excuse me,
Bishop. How does a bishop tell another
bishop that the time is up? I don’t know.
(Laughter)
But, I re spect fully re mind you, sir, that
the time has ex pired. If you could wrap up
your state ment to us, please, sir, we would
be grate ful. I’m so sorry. Just, just a con cluding statement or two, the body will
surely ac cept.
BISHOP HUMPER: In conclusion,
(Laugh ter, Ap plause) the peace pro cess is
frag ile in Si erra Le one. I would hope and
pray that the in ter na tional com mu nity will
do more to help one man—who is hold ing
the whole na tion to ran som—to see rea son
and to bring peace in that land is my sub mission, Mr. Chair man. I thank you.
BISHOP HENDERSON: We thank you.
(Applause)
We thank you, sir. We thank you very
much, and Bishop Cham ber lain will surely
re mem ber that in just a few mo ments. Yes,
mike number 6, please. Mike number 6.
Yes? Yes, sir.
EDWARD KAIL: (Iowa Conference)
Thank you, Bishop.
BISHOP HENDERSON: Mr. Kail.
KAIL: Be fore we ad journ, could you remind us of the pro cess for lift ing items from
the Con sent Cal en dar?
BISHOP HENDERSON: All right. The
legislative com mit tee bring ing that re port
would make those in the form of rec ommen da tions to the body. The pre sid ing of ficer will pres ent that rec om men da tion, and
the body will so re spond—to lift items from
the con sent cal en dar. Are there other questions from the body? I’ll, I’ll turn to my big
brothers in the epis co pacy and see if I’ve
stated that cor rectly. That is cor rect ac cording to Bishop Thomas and Bishop Looney.
All right, our sec re tary, Mrs. Mar shall.

and there is no air-con di tion ing up here at
all. The bish ops be hind this par tic u lar ta ble
will be even more un com fort able, and we
are sitting under heavy lights with ab solutely no air. So at least re mem ber that if
you feel a bit more com fort able.

here because of an emergency, either of
their own—physical—something to do
with somebody in their family who has
passed away—you can imag ine the mul titude of con cerns in a body of this size—and
asking that we as a body of concerned
Chris tians meet ing in this Gen eral Con ference would share our love and con cern with
them. I’ve got sev eral pieces of pa per with
names and so forth on them and the spe cifics. If you would like to have that done for
whom ever is in your del e ga tion who would
be so af fected, and you would get the name
to me on a piece of pa per—please don’t stop
me in the hall—I’ll be glad to take the piece
of pa per there, but men tion a name in the
hall and say you will re mem ber that—that’s
a lit tle hard to do. If you’ll put it on a piece
of pa per and hand it to me, if the ad dress is
the same as is in the hand book for del e gates,
we can look that up very sim ply. If it’s differ ent, let us know. But we will be glad to
respond to those con cerns from all of us
gathered here as a General Conference.
Bishop, that com pletes the an nounce ments.
BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you
very much, Madame Secretary. Where is
Micheline Baussam from Haiti? Would you
stand, please? You were not rec og nized the
other night, Tues day—the other day when
our spe cial guests and del e gates were recognized, vice-president of the Methodist
Church of the Ca rib bean and the Amer i cas
Concordat Church from Haiti. You are
more than wel come. We are glad you are
here to join us. Would you greet greet her
so.

(Laughter)

(Applause)

BISHOP HENDERSON: I don’t think
you ought to tell them that; they may want
to turn the lights up.

Thank you, del e gates, for that won der ful
ap plause for a sis ter of ours. Let me ex press
to Bishop James S. Thomas and Bishop
Rich ard Looney my ap pre ci a tion for serving as back ups for the pre sid ing chair this
morning.
This has been a very, very spe cial honor
for me. Just the site on which we gather is
ex tremely spe cial. Cleve land, Ohio, is my
sec ond home. My fam ily, many mem bers
of my fam ily, moved here dur ing the forties—the mid-for ties and early fif ties—and
three out of five boys of the Henderson clan
set tled here in Cleve land. Many of these are
now gone on to the Church Tri um phant, and
I have bit ter and sweet mem o ries of this city
as we gather here. I ex pressed to a mem ber
of the Committee on Presiding Officers,
“Please don’t do that to me. Don’t sub mit
my name”; and it was done any way. I will
deal with that preacher later.

Car o lyn Mar shall Turns Up the Heat
CAROLYN MARSHALL: Several an nounce ments, Bishop, first one be ing, anyone interested in attending the Africa
University Choir concert at the United
Meth od ist Church of Berea is re quested to
see Dawn Barbara Swartz be tween 1:30 and
2:00 this afternoon at the information
booth. There will be an at tempt to try to
work out car-pool ing pos si bil i ties. Want ing
to let you know since some sev eral of you
have been very will ing to share the fact that
some of you are very warm, and some of
you are very cold.
(Laughter)
And if you’ve ever tried making com fort-con trol ex actly per fect for this num ber
of peo ple, you know the pos si bil ity is—of
having it perfect is probably not there.
However, this is to advise you that the
blow ers have been turned down. At this partic u lar point—
(Applause)
while you are re joic ing at that, let me tell
you that there are—there is ab so lutely no air
mov ing on the stage,
(Laughter)

(Laughter)
MARSHALL: An other point: All subcom mit tees of Fi nan cial Ad min is tra tion,
the Financial Administration legislative
committee will meet in the committee
room one and a half hours af ter ad journment of this ple nary—all sub com mit tees
of fi nan cial in ter pre ta tion.
Rec og nizing Prayer Con cerns
Then, just a word to sim ply share and offer the services of the secretarial staff.
Across the last sev eral days, and I can see it
coming even more as we go into this last
week—yes, we have a week to go—per sons
have come expressing their concern, and
right fully so, about per sons in their del e gation who have had to go home, who are not
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(Laughter)
But it has been a sig nal honor, and I want to
thank you, mem bers of the Gen eral Con ference del e ga tion, for be ing so spe cial and so
dear. There is noth ing on this earth that we
can not ac com plish as The United Meth od ist
Church if we ever set our minds in the right
di rec tion; and we’re do ing that. And let me
express to you my appreciation. Bishop
Thomas has been a bishop for 36 years. I was
there when he was elected on the cam pus of
Bethune-Cookman Col lege in 1964. I was
obviously a very, very, very, very young
preacher.
(Laughter)
Bishop Noah W. Moore was presiding
when the read ing of the bal lot took place.
He has been in the trenches a long time.
He’s a hero, not just of mine, but of many
others gathered here and scat tered across
the face of the earth. Bishop Richard
Looney has given tremendous leadership
for the church in Holston, and then as a
bishop of the church in the South Geor gia
Conference. Would you express to these
two giants of the church—pun intended—let’s say thank you to these two.
Would you do that?
(Applause)
BISHOP HENDERSON: Thank you.
You may remain standing. Bishop Ray
Cham ber lain, the Holston Area. Yes, Mrs.
Massey? (Pause) All-rightie, if it’s about
me, you can’t do it.
MARY AL ICE MASSEY: (Florida) I’m
go ing to do it any way. (Laughter) Point of
personal privilege as head of the Florida
del e ga tion. Many of you do not re al ize that
Bishop Henderson has been se ri ously ill in
the past year. We are grate ful to him for his
lead er ship and for God for his bless ing of
heal ing dur ing this time. Thank you, Bishop
Henderson, we’re proud of you.
(Sus tained ap plause)
BISHOP RAY W. CHAMBERLAIN
JR.: Our send ing forth will be in three parts:
a pe ti tion, and then a ques tion, and then a
man date. First, the pe ti tion. Let us wait, in
si lent prayer, re mem ber ing God’s hurt ing
chil dren all over the world, es pe cially those
that have been men tioned here this morn ing. Let us be in prayer.
(Prayer)
BISHOP RAY W. CHAM BER LAIN JR:
And now for this question. And you may
an swer, I hope in the af fir ma tive. Are you
blessed? (Congregation responds “yes”)
Try it one more time. Are you blessed?
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(Congregation responds louder, “yes”)
Then go in the name and spirit and the love
of Je sus Christ, our Lord, to your neigh bors,
who ever and wher ever. Amen
(Con gre ga tion re sponds, “Amen.”)

Monday Morning
May 8, 2000
BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: Let’s ex press our ap pre ci a tion to the Ton gan choir
that has been with us to day. And—
(Applause)
and to Bishop Arichea, Bishop Arichea.
Thank you.
(Applause)
BISHOP IVES: Thank you for stand ing
up; you needed that. Would you be seated
please so that we can continue with our
work? We be gin the first day of the sec ond
week of the first Gen eral Con fer ence of the
Mil len nium. Let us be in or der. Let us come
quickly to or der. Thanks, Bishop Arichea,
for re mind ing us of our theme that unites us,
“We Who Are Many Are One Body.”
Those of you who are com ing to your seats,
come quickly to your seats so that we can be
of one body in this place. We’ll turn
to—we’ll turn to Mary Alice, who will
bring us the or der for our work to day.
MARY AL ICE MASSEY: Good morning, Bishop Ives and del e gates. We re ally
are try ing to stay on agenda. It just does n’t
seem to work out that way. The agenda for
today is published on the inside
page—front page—p. 1940, with one ad dition: At the end of this eve ning’s pre sen tation by the National Plan for Hispanic
Min is tries, we will be bring ing to you the
pro posed agenda for the fol low ing day, and
we will be doing this every day this
week—every night this week. I move the
adoption of the agenda with that change,
Bishop.
BISHOP IVES: The agenda is before
you. Are there any ques tions? If you would
ap prove the agenda, please vote yes, number one; two, no, when the light appears.
[Yes, 756; No, 10] You’ve approved the
agenda. May we pro ceed? Gere?
Con sent Cal en dars
A02, B02, C02 ap proved
FITZ GER ALD REIST: Good Morn ing,
I’m Fitz ger ald Reist, co or di na tor of the Calen dar. Please turn in your Daily Chris tian
Advocate for Sat ur day, May 6, 2000, vol. 4,
no. 5, p. 1894.

BISHOP IVES: Gere, perhaps it’d be
well for us to be gin the prac tice of giv ing
the num bers first, re mem ber?
REIST: Con sent Cal en dar A02 be gins on
p. 1894 with Calendar Item 176. On p.
1896, Cal en dar Item 196 has been re moved
at the re quest of del e gates.
MASSEY: I move the ap proval of Consent Cal en dar A02 with the ex cep tion mentioned.
BISHOP IVES: Con sent Cal en dar A02 is
be fore you. If you are ready to vote on the
Con sent Cal en dar, vote yes, 1; vote 2, no,
when the light ap pears. You ap proved Consent Cal en dar [A02], [Yes, 760; No, 14].
REIST: Con sent Cal en dar B02 be gins on
p. 1899 with Cal en dar Item 224. There are
no changes.
MASSEY: I move the ap proval of Consent Cal en dar B02.
BISHOP IVES: Con sent Cal en dar B02 is
be fore you. If you are ready to vote, please
vote yes, num ber 1, no, num ber 2. Please
vote when the light ap pears. You ap proved,
[Yes, 809; No, 15].
REIST: Con sent Cal en dar C02 be gins on
p.1902 with Cal en dar Item 250. On p. 1905,
Cal en dar Items 277 and 278 have been removed at the re quest of del e gates.
MASSEY: I move the ap proval of Consent Calendar C02 with the exception of
Cal en dars Items 277 and 278.
BISHOP IVES: Con sent Cal en dar C02 is
be fore you with those two de le tions. If you
are ready to vote, please vote yes, num ber 1,
no, number 2 when the light appears.
You’ve ap proved Con sent Cal en dar C02,
[Yes, 832; No, 21].
REIST: In or der to avoid some con fu sion
that’s come in our of fice, I would like to remind you that the pro ce dure for re mov ing
items from the Con sent Cal en dar is found
on p. 1714 of the DCA. It is at the very top
left-hand col umn. Any five del e gates may
have a Con sent Cal en dar Item re moved by
hav ing such a re quest on file with the sec retary by 3 p.m . of the day the Cal en dar Item
first ap pears in the Daily Chris tian Ad vocate. The forms are avail able in the sec retary’s of fice, Room 204. If the forms are not
used, re moval re quires a sus pen sion of the
rules and that wastes precious time that
could be better spent on leg is la tion. Thank
you.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you.
MASSEY: This con cludes our re port.
Pol icy on Cour tesies
BISHOP IVES: Thank you very much.
As we move through our agenda this morning, I have as sist ing me Bishop Yeakel and
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Bishop Skeet, who are be hind me. I want to
re mind you that in those places where we
come to debate, (it may not be as many
places this morn ing as there will be later in
the ses sion) but in those places where we
are in dis cus sion, in holy dis cus sion with
one an other, we would hope that the peo ple
in the gal lery and oth ers here would re frain
from ap plause on speeches that are made. It
saves our time, which becomes precious,
es pe cially this week as we move for ward.
And, af ter all friends, this is not about winning and los ing, this is about dis cern ing the
will of God for the peo ple of God. And as
Bishop Thomas re minded some of us yes ter day in wor ship when we were to gether,
his prayer is, and my prayer is as well, that
we might, in this place, be God’s holy people.
Also in relationship to courtesies and
privileges, some of, some persons have
jumped to the floor from occasion, from
time to time, to make a, what I con sider to be
a cour tesy mo tion. We wish that you would
fil ter those through the Cour tesies Com mittee. We have a Cour tesies Com mit tee. They
should go to them. They will print them in
the DCA if it seems appropriate to print
them. If they seem, sense that it’s ap pro priate to bring them to the floor, they will bring
them to the floor on your be half. So let’s
han dle cour te sies in that man ner.
And the coun selor bish ops would like for
you to honor at the con clu sion of our ses sions the withholding of courtesies and
words that you might want say in ap pre ci ation to peo ple who may have led you in the
pro cess. That takes time. We know you love
us, and you love a lot of other peo ple, but
let’s refrain from making those kinds of
com ments. We’ll try not to rec og nize you if
we think you’re go ing to do that. Bishop
Henderson gracefully tried to do that the
other day, and I ap pre ci ate the words that
were spo ken on be half of all of us, for he
was alive and yet with us to do and to lead us
in that won der ful ses sion that we had yester day. But let’s re frain in the fu ture from
do ing that. We move now to the re port of
the Com mit tees of Sha lom, Com mu nity of
Shalom.
Re port on Com mu nities of Sha lom
BISHOP JOSEPH SPRAGUE: Dear
friends, broth ers and sis ters in Christ, the
fear in Louisville was that a resolution
would be passed, rhet o ric would be ut tered,
and then we would re turn home hav ing not
de vel oped any tan gi ble plans to ad dress the
sys temic causes that had co alesced to ig nite
the pain and dev as ta tion in her ent in the upris ing in Los An geles. Hence, Sha lom was
born and it has been and it re mains on the
loose. Sha lom, the to tal well-be ing of all
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humankind. Shalom is asset- based, it is
com posed of well-trained cad res of dis ciples of Je sus Christ who work in co ali tion
with the pub lic and pri vate sec tors in or der
that spe cific ru ral and ur ban geo graph ical
areas might be served with ministries of
peace and jus tice.
Sha lom is a once mor i bund con gre ga tion
that, before it passed from life to death
found it self, in stead, en gaged in Sha lom. It
brought into its midst a lay min is ter from
the Na tional Plan for His panic Min is tries.
To day that His panic por tion of Sha lom has
out grown the small cha pel and spilled into
the large sanctuary. That same con gre gation is in co ali tion with other con gre ga tions,
with the city gov ern ment, and with the private sec tor to the de gree that ev ery day af ter
school there is a kid’s club, which on Sat urday over flows the build ing with young sters
of ev ery imag in able hue. That same con grega tion re cently re ceived from the hands of
the city gov ern ment 400,000 dol lars in order that, in col lab o ra tion with one an other,
the last crack house in the neighborhood
might be expunged, and in place of the
crack house, called infamously “the blue
house,” a new brown house might be created in which six low-in come fam i lies are
now safely and ad e quately housed.
Sha lom has to do with that same min is try
of that same congregation now bursting
with life, going to that place where a
drive-by shoot ing had killed a young man in
or der to pray there that the demon of vi olence might be ex or cised from that com munity. Sha lom is this and more in over 300
sites, both in this nation and around the
world.
BISHOP SPRAGUE: —-has to do with
this church, both in ’92 and ’96 say ing yes,
not with many fi nan cial re sources, but with
a few fi nan cial re sources in or der that much
might be done for the whole church. Now
you know and I know that cer tain per sons
have been at the heart of the ministry of
Shalom. Felton May gave Shalom soul.
Staff lead ers, John Showl and Linda Bird
have given Shalom body. And then there
have been those who from the beginning
have been inherent to the process, all of
whom who will make tran si tion from leader ship this year, who have given thought ful
coun sel to the evo lu tion of Sha lom. Those
per sons are Jack Lee and Pa tri cia Mor ton,
who are here to day sim ply, but pro foundly,
for this presentation. We also in clude the
late John Sagan, and Gen eral Con fer ence
delegates, Jerome Del Pino and my col league Myron Mc Coy.
Bishop, as Myron Mc Coy co mes to the
po dium to com plete the spo ken por tion of
our re port, prior to the video pre sen ta tion,

which in deed will con clude it, I would like
to re quest the sus pen sion of the rules in order that the Sha lom bro chure might be distrib uted among the del e gates.
BISHOP IVES: Mo tion is to sus pend the
rule for the dis tri bu tion of this ma te rial. If
you would so or der, please vote when the
light ap pears. You have sus pended the rule
[Yes, 756; No, 32].
BISHOP SPRAGUE: Thank you Bishop
and thank you delegates. And now as we
move to ward con clu sion, I pres ent to you
Dr. Myron Mc Coy.
MYRON MCCOY (Northern Illinois):
Thank you Bishop Sprague. On be half of
the com mu ni ties of Sha lom, I take this opportunity to express gratitude and great
pride in the more than 350 Shalom sites
across these United States and in West and
South ern Af rica. Noth ing that was done in
our planning and implementation could
have been ac com plished with out the commit ment and en ergy of thou sands of children, women, men, clergy and la ity, who
embraced what the ini tia tive sought to be
and made it a re al ity. In our wild est imag ina tions we did not en vi sion that this min istry would become what it has. We are
grate ful to be a part of its de vel op ment and
growth and we are cer tain that this is God’s
work. Shalom communities have tackled
over whelm ing prob lems and ac com plished
solutions that can only be explained
through the pres ence and guid ance of the
Holy Spirit. This morn ing we come to cel ebrate the work that God is do ing through our
United Meth od ist Church. We come to affirm churches and com mu ni ties that dare to
do things dif fer ently. We come to en courage other churches, districts, and annual
con fer ences to ex pe ri ence this min is try. We
come to ask your con tinue to sup port of the
community of Shalom with your prayers
and resources. And last but not least we
come to of fer thanks to God for en trust ing
to us such a pow er ful and heal ing min is try
in our increasingly fragile and broken
world.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you for your re port. Could the conference say with me,
“Sha lom is on the loose.”
BISHOP and the CON FER ENCE: Shalom is on the loose.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you so much.
MCCOY: And Bishop, the report will
now be con cluded with the video pre sen tation.
(Video)
BISHOP IVES: Thank you.
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(Song)
(Applause)
BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: Thank you
for this pre sen ta tion and for our aware ness
again that Sha lom is loose all around the
world. We come to that time in our
guests—on mike 2.
Reolution on Phil ip pines Re con sidered
MARY ALICE MASSEY (Florida):
Bishop Ives, I move to re con sider the res olu tion on the Phil ip pine sit u a tion in or der to
hear from the Bishop Paul Granadosin of
that area. And if I get a sec ond I will speak
to it.
BISHOP IVES: Been moved and sec onded. Would you like to speak to that?
MASSEY: Yes. It’s been brought to our
at ten tion that per haps we acted in haste. We
did not hear both sides of the is sue, and I
think it only fair that we al low our bish ops
from that area to speak to this res o lu tion.
BISHOP IVES: Okay, let’s see if any body wants to speak to the mo tion to re consider. I see no one ask ing for the floor. The
motion what—to what—? Yes, come to
mike 3.
RICARTE R. RAPISORA: Bishop?
BISHOP IVES: Name and conference
please?
RAPISORA (Mindanao Phil ip pines)
BISHOP IVES: Yes.
RAPISORA: Bishop, I want to move for a
substitute resolution regarding the peace
and con flict sit u a tion of our place.
BISHOP IVES: While we’re—this is a
mo tion, the mo tion is to re con sider, and we
need to de cide whether we’re go ing to recon sider it—
BISHOP IVES: —be fore your sub sti tute
would be in or der.
RAPISORA: After studying the res o lution passed last Sat ur day—
BISHOP IVES: Let’s—we, we need to,
we need to de cide if we’re go ing to re consider it—
BISHOP IVES: —before you have a
chance to speak, so would—
BISHOP IVES: —you just hold, please?
BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Yes sir.
BISHOP IVES: If, if you would or der recon sid er a tion, please vote 1 when the light,
yes, and 2, no when the light ap pears. Right.
You have voted to re con sider this mat ter.
A part of the mo tion for re con sid er a tion was
to hear, first, from Bishop Granadosin. Can
you hold while we give Bishop Granadosin
that, that priv i lege? Bishop Granadosin.
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BISHOP
PAUL
GRANADOSIN:
Bishops and mem bers of this 2000 Gen eral
Conference of The United Methodist
Church, I am most grate ful for this op por tunity to be able to say some thing re gard ing a
res o lu tion which was passed Fri day morning in re la tion to the sit u a tion in the Davao
Epis co pal area on the is land of Mindanao.
The area that I su per vise is con sid ered to be
one of the larg est, if not the larg est, epis copal area in United Meth od ism. Some of you
know that there are 7,107 islands in the
Philippines, with three major islands—Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. All
of the is lands not at tached to Luzon, which
is the larg est is land in the Phil ip pines, belongs to the Davao Epis co pal area.
Now on be half of the Phil ip pine del e gation, I would like to ex press grat i tude and
appreciation for the support and prayers
em bod ied in the res o lu tion of the Mindanao
Southern Philippines prob lem, which has
created trouble and sorrow in that sec ond-larg est is land in the Phil ip pines for the
past 500 years. Most, if not all, Fil i pino dele gates were sur prised by the pre sen ta tion of
the res o lu tion by clergy del e gate from the
Kan sas East An nual Con fer ence. Since the
full text of the res o lu tion was not sup plied
to del e gates prior to pre sen ta tion to ple nary,
no one from the Philippines, particularly
those from Mindanao Is land, was able to
speak.
BISHOP IVES: Bishop Granadosin,
you’re under the three-minute time limit
like everybody else.You’re under the
three-minute time limit—like everybody
else, so—
BISHOP GRANADOSIN: There are
some im pli ca tions of the res o lu tion in its
ap proved form. The sin gling out by nam ing
the Abu Sayyaf group and the Mus lin re bels
as per pe tra tors of vi o lence with no men tion
of gov ern ment mil i tary op er a tions, which
con tinue in spite ap peals by the in sur gents
them selves, civic and re li gious groups for
the ces sa tion of hos til i ties, so peace might
come back to the bar gain ing ta ble as a subject of dis cus sion, places United Meth od ist
people, especially the bishop, in extreme
danger.
BISHOP IVES: Your three min utes is up
so please wind up your com ments please.
BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Now we are a
mem ber of Bishop’s ULAMA Fo rum. This
is a di a logue cre ated in 1996, con sist ing of
Roman Catholic bishops and priests,
Protestant heads of churches, and rep re senta tives from the Mus lim con stit u ency, who
in the spirit of in ter re li gious di a logue, affirm their com mit ment to the peace pro cess.
Finally, on Mindanao Is land to day for mer
dis jointed rev o lu tion ary units and ter ror ist

groups have banded together and
pro claimed a de sire to se cede from the Repub lic of the Phil ip pines to cre ate a sep a rate
Is lamic state, this, in spite of the fact Muslims are in the mi nor ity. Sup port now comes from neighboring Muslim countries
like In do ne sia, Ma lay sia, Libya, and Iraq.
Any op po si tion from the out side is con sidered in ter fer ence, which is against Is lamic
po si tion against for eign in flu ence, let alone
domination.
My ap peal to this con fer ence then is discre tion in ad dress ing the Phil ip pines’ Muslim issue for fear we might lose valued
ground we have won on the peace pro cess.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Bishop.
BISHOP GRANADOSIN: Your prayers
have fol lowed us and God is our only hope.
Thank you very much.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Bishop
Granadosin. The three minutes goes very
fast for all of us. Thank you.
BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: The per son
who was at mike 3 that I have rec og nized
ear lier. Yes, come to mike three.
Phil ip pines Sub sti tute Res o lu tion
RICARTA R. RAPISORA (Mindanao
Phil ip pines): Bishop, I move for a sub sti tute
res o lu tion to read: “We re joice with the reported release of 15 hostages previously
held by ex trem ist Mus lim re bels. We share
the agony of those 21 hostages from
Sipadan Is land in Ma lay sia, among them
Frenchs, German, Lebanese, South Af rican, Finn ish and Ma lay sian na tion als who
face con tin u ing un cer tain ties. We con demn
the out break of vi o lent con flict in volv ing
the re bels and the Phil ip pine gov ern ment in
14 lo cal i ties in Mindanao in clud ing those in
Sulo and Basilan Is lands. Be it hereby resolved that the Gen eral Con fer ence 2000 of
the United Methodist Church, express its
prayer that hostilities immediately cease;
that food, med i cines, cloth ing, and safe refuge be in sured by all par ties to those whose
lives are in their hands; and that hu man i tarian agen cies be al lowed to care for them until ul ti mate re turn of peace in their lands;
that we join all who de sire a so lu tion of the
con flicts and the strug gles that will build a
just and du ra ble peace; that we call upon all
peoples to rec og nize one an other to be in
com mu nity with each other in the hope of a
just world or der, up hold ing how all per sons
and groups must feel se cure in their life and
right to live within so ci ety if or der is to be
achieved and main tained by law; and that
we especially express this hope to both
Christians and nonChristians alike, who
live the rig ors of south ern Phil ip pines commu nity.” This is all, bishop.
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BISHOP IVES: Thank you. You have
pre sented that as a sub sti tute for the pre vious—for the res o lu tion which we have under re con sid er a tion. Is it sec onded? Okay,
now when we have a sub sti tute, we’re in the
sit u a tion where we need to per fect the orig inal be fore we move to the per fec tion of the
sub sti tute. You do not have the orig i nal in
your hands. It has not been pub lished yet,
even in the pro ceed ings of the work that we
did the other day. How do you wish to proceed? Rec og nize. Get at no. 3. No. 3.
PATRICK P. STREIF (Swit zerland-France): I think the best thing is if both
pe ti tions, the orig i nal one and the sub sti tute
can be first pub lished in the DCA. And then
we have the text and we can un der stand the
text and then vote on it. So, I do not know
how to say it in the lan guage of the rules, but
...
BISHOP IVES: Is there some body who
would like to help?
STREIF: If I say move to ta ble, it will be
printed af ter wards in the DCA?
BISHOP IVES: Moving to ta ble would
put it in a dif fer ent cat e gory than mov ing to
postpone.
STREIF: And if I say, move to post pone,
it will be . . .
BISHOP IVES: You’re mov ing that we
post pone ac tion on this un til . . . ( laughter)
STREIF: . . . un til it is printed in theDCA.
BISHOP IVES: Un til it is printed in the
DCA.
STREIF: So I move to post pone un til it is
printed in the DCA.
(Applause)
BISHOP IVES: Any other dis cus sion? If
you would sup port post pon ing un til these
matters have been printed in the DCA,
please vote when the light ap pears. (Voting
occurs) You have moved to post pone, [Yes,
882; No, 27].
Call For First Ju di cial Coun cil Bal lot
Okay, we move to a time in our agenda
when we will be tak ing our first bal lots for
elec tion of Ju di cial Coun cil mem bers. I remind you that elec tion of Ju di cial Coun cil
members—the Judicial Council, if you
need to look in the Dis ci pline, we’re deal ing
with para graph 2602. We will elect 9 members of the Ju di cial Coun cil and that paragraph specifically states that this should
re flect the ra cial, eth nic, and gen der di versity of the United Meth od ist Church.
Nom i na tions that have been made—you
made them from the floor last Fri day—are
on p. 1877 through 1881, and also on
p.1948. Those are the persons for whom

you can vote, those and those only. We are
to elect 3 laypersons and we are to elect 3
clergypersons. We will be electing 2
clergypersons to serve for 8 years, and 1
clergyperson to serve for 4 years. That’s
completing the term of somebody who is
leav ing the coun cil.
We will vote, as you were re minded the
other day, by electronic means. This will
take a lit tle prac tice for us at first, but my
understanding is that we will elect—the
way the computers have been programmed—we will elect, the first elec tion
will be for lay members to the Judicial
Coun cil. I re mind you that you are to elect 3.
What will ap pear on the screen will be the
lay mem bers with a num ber, as you can see.
You will vote 3 times; that is, I will call for a
vote and you will vote for 1. Af ter that has
been completed, I will call for a second
vote, and you will vote a sec ond time. The
com put ers are fixed so that you can not vote
for the same per son twice; it’ll just dis . . .
–so don’t try to do that—it’ll just throw it
out if you do that. You will have to vote for
3 dif fer ent per sons, so when we’re ready to
take the first vote, you will vote for 1, I’ll
call it again and you’ll vote for the sec ond,
then we’ll move to the clergy bal lot, and I’ll
ex plain that when we get to that.
I re mind you that as we be gin this pro cess,
there will be some de lay in the re sults coming back to us through out the morn ing. And
per haps the next day or two, we will in the
pro cess of do ing this, so we’ll try to get back
to it as we move for ward. I see a green card.
Come to no. 4, please. (Pause)
PHILLIP F. CONNOLLY (West Ohio
Con fer ence): Lay. This morn ing, an or ange
sheet was dis trib uted down the rows that I
was sit ting in, with the rec om men da tions to
make this an inclusive delegation. This
does n’t ap pear to be an of fi cial doc u ment,
and I don’t know where it co mes from. Can
you help us know if this is a doc u ment of the
con fer ence or if there was per mis sion to distrib ute it?
BISHOP IVES: Does any body know the
an swer to that ques tion? It’s not asked for.
We are to vote and we are to elect—I made
those comments from here, but I didn’t
know they were al ready be fore you on the
floor—but we don’t even know it’s out
there. It is not an of fi cial doc u ment of the
Gen eral Con fer ence.
CON NOLLY: Thank you.
BISHOP IVES: And how it was dis tributed, I am un aware. In the back, I see someone at mike 8. I re mind you that we are to
vote with out dis cus sion. If this is a ques tion,
that’s in or der, but there are no speeches to
be made re gard ing this. Yes, no. 8.

HOWARD J. MA SON (Pen in sula-Del aware): Bishop, I would like to ask, as a point
of ref er ence, the names and the num bers on
the screen are not seen by some of us older
peo ple and I would like to know how we
could get the num bers so we could see them
easier.
BISHOP IVES: Okay, that’s a pro ce dural
is sue. There are some who are in the house
who can not see the screen and see the numbers. Ask the sec re tary of the con fer ence if
there’s any way to deal with this. Car o lyn?
The secretary will read those numbers, if
you would like to have them read now? Caro lyn, will you read those? For the la ity, let’s
read the num bers for the la ity so that if anybody has sight-im pair ment we will be all together on this. Do you have the num bers?
Do you have the num bers? They’re on the
board, on the screen.
La ity Can di dates for Ju di cial Coun cil
CAROLYN MARSHALL: No. 1.
Rodolfo Beltran; 2. Lonnie D. Brooks; 3.
Evelyn “Lynn” Caterson; 4. James Lamark
Cox Sr.; 5. Mary A. Daffin; 6. Paul Ervin; 7.
Dan iel F. Ev ans Jr.; 8, Os car R. Ferrer; 9.
Theophelous Gambe; 10. Sally Geis; 11.
Jon R. Gray; 12. Ed ward H. Hill;13. James
W. Holsinger; 14. Dan iel A. Ivey-Soto; 15.
Ste ven T.Lett; 16. Mark D. Loud; 17. Ann
Alberty Saunkeah; 18.William L. (Ted)
Todd Jr.; 19. Wil liam White; 20. W. Clark
Williams.
BISHOP IVES: I think we’re ready to
vote. I see an other, way in the back. Yes, I
see you, green jacket.
Re mem ber, we are to have no speeches,
only ques tions about the pro cess.
LA VON WILSON (Illinois Great
Rivers): Bishop, this is a ques tion for clar ification. When we vote we vote for the
num ber—not the one and two—for yes and
no?
BISHOP IVES: That’s right.
WIL SON: Am I cor rect on that?
BISHOP IVES: Right.
WIL SON: There was some ques tion on
that.
BISHOP IVES: You will push the numbers that cor re spond to the num ber which is
iden ti fied—which iden ti fies the per son.
WIL SON: Thank you, Bishop.
BISHOP IVES: OK. I saw a hand here.
Come to num ber 2 please.
BISHOP IVES: Will you wait for the
trans la tion please.
WILSON: We have the name but we
don’t know the peo ple we are vot ing about.
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BISHOP IVES: As I in di cated ear lier, the
people—the information about the peo ple—their biographical information is on
page 1877 through 1881 in your DCA plus
1948. On those pages it tells you ex actly the
same thing that ev ery body else knows and
noth ing more.
We wanted to see them to put the name
and the fig ure so we would be able to vote.
The sug ges tion is that they would like to
see these per sons. Part of the prob lem is that
they are not all here. All of the persons
would not be pres ent, per haps. We are—the
rules are pretty clear that we are sup posed to
elect with out dis cus sion. Yes, Mary Al ice.
MARY AL ICE MASSEY (Florida): I believe there is an er ror on page 1948 be cause
it says additional biographical sketch in
cor rec tion to ju di cial coun cil nom i nees and
it lists Sheila Flem ing. I be lieve Sheila is a
nom i nee for the Uni ver sity Sen ate and so
that . . .
BISHOP IVES: . . . ought not to ap pear on
that list.
MASSEY: Right
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. We’re only
voting for the persons who are on the
screen, and the ones that the sec re tary mentioned. I think we are ready to take the first
vote. Re mem ber we are go ing to vote for
one—we are go ing to vote for three peo ple—we are go ing to do them one at a time,
okay. So you are go ing to cast your first ballot, lay bal lot, first vote for la ity for the Ju dicial Coun cil. Ev ery one in this con fer ence is
el i gi ble to vote. You have a pad in front of
you. Please vote to elect when the light appears. Okay, you have voted once, now you
are go ing to vote again. Re mem ber, I said
you are going to vote three times, once,
twice, and your go ing to vote for your second per son at this point. Please vote when
the light ap pears. And now you are go ing to
vote a third time—for a dif fer ent per son, a
different number. Please vote when the
light ap pears.
You have com pleted bal lot num ber 1 for
laity for Judicial Council, we’ll move to
bal lot num ber 1 for clergy. The way the program is set, we are go ing to vote for two, we
will vote for 2, there are 3 per sons to be
elected but on this first se quence, we are going to vote for two—the two who would
serve the 8 year term, so we will vote for
two per sons. Af ter those have been elected
then we will come back and elect the next
person who will serve for a 4 year term.
That is just the way they pro gram this for us,
so on this first clergy bal lot I am go ing to
ask you to punch in the num bers for those
who—you know, the first per son you’re going to vote for. Then I will call for the sec-
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ond per son. Do we need a read ing of the list
again, Car o lyn?
On 1879—look to page 1879—you will
see the list and you can write the num bers
be sides the names if you have some sight
problems. Carolyn, will you read those
names? The clergy nom i nees . . .
Clergy Can di dates for Ju di cial Coun cil
CAROLYN MARSHALL: 1-Keith D.
Boyete, 2-Elsie J. Crickard, 3-Frank B.
Davies, 4-Ralph Law rence Dill III, 5-Philip
Fenn, 6-Thomas H. (Tom) Grif fith, 7-Su san
Henry-Crowe, 8-Belton F. Joy ner, 9-Larry
Pickens, 10-Thomas Shanklin, 11-Robert
K. Sweet Jr., 12-Francine Taylor-Thirus,
13-Jane Tews, 14-Linda Thomas, 15-The odore “Ted” Wal ter.
BISHOP IVES: We are ready to take the
first bal lot for clergy for the Ju di cial Council. Do I see a hand over here? No I don’t.
It’s someone standing on the balcony. It
looked like a hand. If you’re ready to cast
the first bal lot for clergy please vote when
the light ap pears.
If you are now ready to cast your vote for
second person, remember don’t push the
same num ber. This is a dif fer ent num ber,
please vote when the light ap pears.
Okay, we have com pleted the clergy ballot num ber one. As I said be fore we are going to vote for the third per son af ter these
first two have been elected. Then we will
vote for the person who will serve the
4-year term. We are vot ing for eight-year
terms to be gin with. We also have on our
agenda this morn ing elec tion of Con fer ence
Sec re tary. Nom i na tion for Con fer ence Secre tary co mes from the Coun cil of Bishops.
It is on page 1751 in your, 1751, 1-7-5-1
which in di cates that the coun cil of bish ops
is nom i nat ing Car o lyn Mar shall as the secretary for the General Conference. The
floor is open for additional nominations.
Are there, do I see any ad di tional nom i nations. Yes, num ber four, come to num ber
four.
RODNEY G. STEELE (North Ar kansas): Bishop, I might be confused but I
thought we were elect ing three clergy to the
Judicial Council: two for eight year, and
one for 4-year. Am I mis un der stand ing?
BISHOP IVES: You are ab so lutely correct, and we are go ing to elect the two first
and when those two are elected we are go ing to come back and elect the third. Okay?
STEELE: Thank you, sir.
Car o lyn Mar shall Re-elected Sec re tary
BISHOP IVES: OK. Now we are on election of the Sec re tary of the Gen eral Con fer-

ence. The name of Carolyn Marshall has
been placed in nom i na tion.
ANITA CRUMP (Lou i si ana): Bishop?
BISHOP IVES: Yes, come to mi crophone num ber four.
CRUMP: I move that a nomination be
closed and that Car o lyn Mar shall be elected
by ac cla ma tion.
BISHOP IVES: Mo tion is that nom i nations be closed. It has been been moved and
sec onded that Car o lyn Mar shall who would
be elected by ac cla ma tion. If you would so
or der, please vote when the light ap pears.
You have elected Car o lyn Mar shall. (applause).
BISHOP IVES: We move from this point
to con sid er ation of cal en dar items. I be lieve
we’re go ing to hear first from in de pend ent
com mis sions. Are we ready to do that? How
ready are we? We need to be gin to make
sure we’re ready to be on the floor. Ok,
since we’re wait ing and hav ing time, let’s
take our break at this point. Let’s break un til
20 af ter and then we’ll be gin with this item.
A bal lot, we have the op por tu nity to take
another election, another vote before we
pro ceed. If those in the house would be gin
to be seated, others com ing in will move
more quickly. Cynthia’s go ing to lead us in
a song to bring us to gether. Cynthia.
Un au tho rized Doc u ment Dis trib uted.
Tainted Elec tion Charged
(Singing-Oh How I Love Je sus)
BISHOP IVES: Thank you and will you
please be seated. We are about to hear the
results of a ballot. As you come to your
seats, those who are com ing, come quickly
and those of you who are in your seats,
please give your at ten tion here so we can
be gan to have con ver sa tion with each other.
I have been in formed in re gard to this item
that was on your desk, I want to re mind every body in the house that noth ing is to be
distributed on the desk of the delegates.
Nothing, without the permission of the
whole body. I un der stand that this was prepared and given in pack ets to the heads of
del e ga tions and they were asked to dis tribute it to the mem bers of the del e ga tions. I remind heads of delegations, that at some
points maybe you will need to be the en forcer and say that is not some thing I can do.
And those who seek to do this, as you can
see al ready, are mak ing our pro cess a lit tle
bit more com pli cated be cause it does confuse the is sue. So, no dis tri bu tion of ma te rials. This is not an of fi cial doc u ment of the
gen eral con fer ence. I see some one at mike 4
–green card.
WIL LIAM A. HINES (West Ohio): Our
chair per son did not get this to pass out. It
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was passed out at each ta ble. I would make a
mo tion that we de clare the elec tion null and
void un less all cau cus groups get to pass out
their par tic u lar view points.
BISHOP IVES: Your mo tion, is it seconded? I hear sec onds. You want to make
this elec tion pro cess null and void.
HINES: That’s right. There are too many
peo ple that use this par tic u lar pa per here to
vote on and it is com pletely out of line and it
was passed out with out our knowl edge in
this con fer ence and it ought to be, the election ought to be de clared null and void.
BISHOP IVES: Okay, I hear your mo tion. Does any body wish to speak to this
mo tion? Mo tion is that the vot ing pro cess to
this point be called, be null and void. Yes go
to mike 4.
VANCE SUMMERS (West Ohio):
Bishop, can you de ter mine if each del e gation re ceived this or that piece of pa per or
was it only dis trib uted to part of us?
BISHOP IVES: I’m not sure that we can
take the time to poll the whole con fer ence to
find the an swer to that ques tion.
SUM MERS: Thank you.
BISHOP IVES: In the back, come to mike
8.
BEVERLY WILKES (Illinois Great
Rivers): I speak against throwing out the
last ballot because we all have our own
minds and I think that we had am ple time to
choose our nom i nees and so I would speak
against that in the in ter ests of sav ing time
and trust ing each per son to have voted their
own con science.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Mike 7. Yes,
I see you.
JAMES EHRMAN (East Ohio): Bishop,
it seems to me the prob lem we have is how
best to take care of the im proper dis tri bution. The sug ges tion from Mr. Hines would
sim ply make the pro cess more po lit i cal and
there fore, I would urge that we vote down
the mo tion so that we have as lit tle dam age
as pos si ble go ing for ward.
BISHOP IVES: Ok, we have had two
speeches against the mo tion, does any body
want to speak in fa vor of the mo tion? Number 4, are you speak ing for the you’re the
maker of the mo tion, right?
BILL COUCH (Northwest Texas): No.
This is just a ques tion for clar i fi ca tion. Is
the mo tion to in val i date the whole elec tion
or just the first bal lot?
BISHOP IVES: My un der stand ing is that
it had to do with the first bal lot. That’s the
way I in ter rupted that. Is your speech in favor of the mo tion? Num ber 4.
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PHILLIP CONNOLLY (West Ohio): I
speak in favor of the motion. I’d like to
move to amend the motion. I’d like to
amend the mo tion to say that the bal lot be
taken, es tab lish an or der of the day, to morrow morn ing and all cau cus groups have an
op por tu nity to dis trib ute slates to the del ega tion. If I can have a sec ond, I’d speak to
that.
BISHOP IVES: Ok, is it sec ond to that? I
see a sec ond, yes.
CON NOLLY: I also re gret that this is become political, and it clearly is political
now. We don’t know yet, where this part
came from, we believe that if all caucus
groups had an op por tu nity to share a slate of
peo ple, it would at least put us on an even
bar and we would have some sense of par ity
about this is sue. There is n’t any way we can
re cover this and it may well be one of the
most important votes that are taken this
week in determining how the Discipline
will be ad min is tered in the church in the
next eight years.
BISHOP IVES: We’re on the sub sti tute
amendment. In the back, do you want to
speak to the amend ment? We have somebody at mike 8.
DAVID WIL SON (Lit tle Rock): I call the
ques tion on all that is be fore the house.
BISHOP IVES: It is not in or der be cause
peo ple have not had a time to speak to it. If
peo ple want to speak to it, you still have not
had suf fi cient num bers to speak to the item.
Yes, num ber, Oh ex cuse me, over here at
mike 1. Num ber 1.
BROOKE CONKLIN (Troy): I would
like to speak against the amend ment as well
as against the whole mo tion be cause all this
pa per does is to break down into the dif ferent ju ris dic tions where the peo ple are from.
It does not tell you who to vote for. I also
wish that it was bro ken down to let us know
eth nic ity; the gen der, be cause we say with
lip ser vice we are an in clu sive church and
yet, es pe cially for peo ple from Cen tral Confer ences and my self, I do not know the ethnic ity or any thing of these peo ple. We need
this as well as more in for ma tion.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. At mike 4.
Yes. I rec og nize the per son here
PHYLLIS FERGUSON (Pacific North west): I want, as the speaker be fore me did,
to speak against the amend ment and against
the mo tion. We all know who’ve all been
pol i tick ing to get Ju di cial Coun cil and simply be cause some body wrote down on the
piece of paper a preference of some few
peo ple does not, is not grounds to dis miss
this bal lot. I would vote against both mo tions. Thank you.

BISHOP IVES: Okay. I have two
speeches against the amendment and one
speech in fa vor of the amend ment. Is there
any body else who wants to speak in fa vor of
the amend ment? In the back num ber 7.
TOM FLINN (Baltimore-Washington):
Bishop, I would like to call for the ques tion
on all that is be fore us.
BISHOP IVES: Somebody tried that a
few min utes ago and I said we needed at
least 2 speeches be fore that is in or der. I
won’t rec og nize it. Some body else? Speak
to the amend ment. Yes. Need some body in
fa vor of the amend ment. Our rules clearly
in di cate that you can not call the pre vi ous
question unless 2 people on each side at
least have had the opportunity to speak.
Yes.
DAVE MENDYK (Nebraska): I would
speak in fa vor of re ally void ing this pro cess
be cause it has been tainted and we re ally
can not af ford to make a mis take.
Vote to Can cel Ju di cial Vote De feated
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. I think you
are ready to vote. Those of you who would
support the amendment vote 1, press 1.
Those who would not press 2 when the light
ap pears. The amend ment is not sup ported
[Yes, 174; No, 720] which brings us back to
the orig i nal mo tion, which is de clar ing the
bal lot null and void. Are you ready to vote
on that? If you are please vote on the orig inal mo tion when the light ap pears. Mo tion
is de feated [Yes, 209; No, 700]. Let us hear
the re sults of bal lot no. 1, La ity.
La ity bal lot ready, is it ready to come up?
I was told it is ready to be re ported, if not we
are go ing on to other busi ness. Call on Harold Ba tiste to bring a re port of the com mittee. We’ll come back to the report later.
Thank you. Independent Commissions,
Har old Ba tiste.
HAR OLD BA TISTE (South west Texas):
Good morn ing Bishop Ives and mem bers of
the General Conference. Mem bers of the
lead er ship team for the In de pend ent Commissions legislative committee are
vice-chair per son, Da vid Banks, clergy delegate of the North Carolina Conference,
sec re tary Margie Briggs, lay del e gate of the
Mis souri West Con fer ence. I serve as chairper son, and I’m Har old Ba tiste, lay del e gate
of the Southwest Texas Conference. We
pres ent the re sults of ac tion taken on 2 pe titions by our very ca pa ble and dil i gent committee. We have 2 calendar items
re spec tively 173 and 174.
BISHOP IVES: Would you please give
page num bers first.
HAROLD BATISTE: Page numbers
first. Cal en dar Item 173, DCA p. 1849, in
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the Advance DCA p. 1393 re corded as Pe tition 30310 and the sub ject “Sex ual Eth ics
within Ministerial Relationships in The
United Meth od ist Church.” Bishop Ives, we
move con cur rence.
BISHOP IVES: The committee moves
con cur rence. Do you want to speak to that?
Cal en dar Items are 173.
BA TISTE: Cal en dar items are 173.
BISHOP IVES: Cal en dar Item 173. The
rec om men da tion of the com mit tee is concur rence. Yes sir. I see a yel low card way in
the, come to num ber 6, yes, yel low card.
TAKAYUKI ISHII (New York): I would
like to sup port this res o lu tion. I am have
been a mem ber of Gen eral Com mis sion on
Status and Role of Women for the last 8
years. This up dated res o lu tion “Sex ual Ethics within Min is te rial Re la tion ships in The
United Meth od ist Church” is a co op er a tive
ef fort of GCFA and Gen eral Com mis sion
on Sta tus and Role of Women, GBHEM,
and with an nual con fer ences. We have updated this res o lu tion from re cent sur veys of
an nual con fer ences and this res o lu tion contin ues our com mit ment to heal ing and preven tion in The United Meth od ist Church.
So I urge you for con cur rence.
BISHOP IVES: That’s a speech in fa vor. I
think you are ready to vote. If you sup port
the com mit tee please vote, if you would, if
you are ready to take action please vote
when the light ap pears. You have sup ported
the committee’s rec om men da tion [Yes,
859; No, 38].
BATISTE: Bishop Ives in the DCA p.
1849 Calendar Item 174 ,in the Advance
DCA p. 1399 re corded as Pe ti tion 30734.
And Bishop the committee recommends
con cur rence. Con cur rence as amended sir.
BISHOP IVES: See the amend ment on p.
1849. Amendment to 174. Move con currence. Any ques tion? Please vote when the
light ap pears. You’ve sup ported the commit tee [Yes, 785; No, 112].
BA TISTE: That con cludes our re port sir.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Thank you
Har old. Do we have the re port of the bal lot?
BISHOP IVES: It will take 30 sec onds for
the bal lot re sults to come up, they tell me.
So we have to be pa tient for about 24 more
sec onds. Okay, one of the things that happens when we go to “yes” or “no” votes is
that it kicks into a different pro gram; we
have to wait for it to come back up again.
So, let’s be pa tient maybe and we’ll have it
here. Yes, come to mike 1.
DARLENE DAWES (Central Penn sylva nia: I’d like to make a mo tion please. In
con sid er ing the com ments from our Cen tral
Con fer ence sis ter, I make a mo tion that, for
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the 2004 Gen eral Con fer ence, pic tures be
in cluded for the nom i nees to the Ju di cial
Coun cil and the Uni ver sity Sen ate.
BISHOP IVES: Is that sec onded?
UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: Sec ond
BISHOP IVES: It is moved and sec onded. If we go back to the other pro gram
and vote at this point, that’s go ing to de lay
us some more. Would you be will ing to hold
that un til we’ve heard the re port of the ballot so that we don’t mess the system up
again?
DAWES: Yes, sir.
First La ity Ju di cial Bal lot An nounced
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Here’s the report in front of you. The valid num ber of
votes, valid bal lots, needed to elect 457, invalid bal lots 25. There is no elec tion. You
need to have the bal lot read per haps be cause
some of you have in di cated sight prob lems
be fore. Mary Daffin, 344, Rodolfo Beltrán
266, James Holsinger 251, Sally Geis 233,
Paul Irvin 217, Mark Loud 212, John Gray
208, Dan iel Ev ans Jr.149, Ed ward Hill 115,
William White 111, Ellen Peterson 103,
Dan iel Ivey-Soto 91, James Lanmark Cox
Sr. 86, Lonnie Brooks 79, (pause) Ann
Saunkeah 78, Clark Williams 64,
Theophilus Gambe 49, Oscar Ferrer 47,
Wil liam Louder Jr.18, Wil liam Todd Jr. 18,
Ste phen Lett 15.
Think you should be prepared to vote
again. We’ll do it the same way we did before.You’ll vote three times. Remember,
I’ll call for one. Once that’s com pleted, I’ll
call for the sec ond. If you’re ready for bal lot
num ber 2, on la ity for the Ju di cial Coun cil,
please vote when the light ap pears. (pause)
Do you want some more time?
GROUP RE SPONSE: Yes
BISHOP IVES: Okay, is it on the screen?
GROUP RE SPONSE: No
BISHOP IVES: It’s on my screen. It was
here a min ute ago. We need the (names of
the) laypersons to be elected on the screen
so that we’ll have the num bers.There, now
you have it.They’re in the book as well.
UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: Bishop!
BISHOP IVES: Let’s in val i date that ballot be cause we had a point of or der, a question, and we had just put the num bers up. I’d
called it for be fore you got them, so let’s
start again. Point of order in the back.
(Pause) Mike 8.
BOB SWEET (New England): Bishop,
some of us can see the num bers all right, we
just can’t reg is ter them fast enough. Can we
have the slate up there for a lon ger pe riod of
time be fore the vote?

BISHOP IVES: The an swer is yes. Let’s
put the slate up. We’ll pause so you have
time to turn to p. 1877 and you can num ber
them in your book and you’ll have them.
Okay, are you ready now? If you’re ready to
cast bal lot #2 for the Ju di cial Coun cil la ity,
please vote when the light ap pears. (Pause)
Vote for one.
(Voting oc curs)
BISHOP IVES: Okay, if you’re ready
again, if you’re ready to vote for a sec ond
per son dif fer ent from the one you voted for
last, please vote when the light appears.
(Pause) And then if you’re ready to vote for
a third per son, please vote when the light
ap pears. (Pause) Okay, that com pletes the
bal lot ing for bal lot #2 for the la ity. I un derstand that the clergy bal lot also is ready; if
we could see the re sults of the clergy bal lot
on the screen. It may take a few seconds.
Can somebody assure me that the clergy
bal lot is com ing up? It’s com ing, they say.
Okay, valid votes 1,879, valid bal lots 950.
Needed to elect 470, in valid bal lots 8. There
is no elec tion.
First Clergy Ju di cial Coun cil Bal lot
Announced
Let me read them as I did be fore. Larry
Pickens 331, Keith Boyette 246, The o dore
Walter 246, Jane Tews 201, Susan
Henry-Crowe 157, Belton F. Joy ner, 128,
Robert Sweet Jr. 115, Linda Thomas 88,
Philip Fenn 82, Frank Davies 74, Ralph
Dills III 73, Francine Telathirus 54, Elsie
Crickard 49, Thomas Griffin 22, Thomas
Shanklin 13.
BISHOP IVES: We’re voting again.
We’re vot ing for two at this point, re member, we’re vot ing just for the two who will
be elected for the eight-year term, and let’s
get those names up on the screen so that
we’ll have time to be ready to vote. I see a
ques tion back here, come to mike 7 please.
BILL SCOTT (Mis sis sippi): I would like
to know how do I know which nom i nee is
for four years and which is for eight years?
BISHOP IVES: All of these nom i nees are
for eight years. All of the ones that we’re
elect ing at this point are for eight years.
SCOTT: So everyone in the book can
serve for eight years?
BISHOP IVES: Cor rect.
SCOTT: Thank you.
BISHOP IVES: And then after we’ve
elected them, then we will elect an other person who will com plete a term which will be
for four years. We haven’t had those up.
There they are. There’s the clergy . . .
clergypersons who have been nom i nated to
the Ju di cial Coun cil. Are you ready to vote?
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Re mem ber that you’re go ing to vote twice.
Please vote when the light ap pears. (Pause)
You’re ready to vote for a sec ond per son?
Please vote when the light ap pears.
OK. We’ve com pleted Clergy Bal lot No.
2 and we’re go ing to move back to hear ing—dealing with some calendar items.
We’re going to go to Higher Education
Min is try. La Von Wil son, are you ready to,
ready to re port? . . .
[Point of Or der made, in au di ble.]
Ex cuse me. Thank you. Your point of order is well taken. I said I would rec og nize . .
. you.
Mo tion Made to Pic ture
Ju di cial Coun cil Can di dates in DCA
DARLENE DAWES (Central Penn sylva nia): Thank you, Bishop. I’d like this motion to please be con sid ered. In con sid er ing
the com ments from our cen tral con fer ence
sister, I make a motion that for the 2004
General Con fer ence, pic tures be in cluded
for the nom i nees to the Ju di cial Concil and
the Uni ver sity Sen ate. This is but a small
way to ad dress one of their con cerns, and as
well as be ing an im por tant for all of us to
know the eth nic ity, age, and gende in or der
for us to be in clu sive in our vot ing.
BISHOP IVES: OK, I think—I think we
hear your mo tion, it was sec onded. I think
your mo tion would be in or der if it was a
mo tion to re fer to the Com mis sion on General Con fer ence.
DAWES: Then, I so move that, please.
BISHOP IVES. OK. The motion is to
adopt this and re fer it to the Com mis sion on
Gen eral Con fer ence. Any ques tion? If you
would approve, if you would—if you’re
ready to vote on this item, please vote when
the light ap pears. Please vote when the light
ap pears—here it is. You have voted to re fer,
[Yes, 793; No, 137]. LaVon Wil son, are you
ready to go now?
LAVON WILSON (Illinois Great
Rivers): I’m ready, Bishop. If you would
open your DCAs to page 1848, Calendar
Item 165, Pe ti tion 30182; in your Advance
DCA, Page 1020. The com mit tee con curs
with ref er ence to GCF&A be cause this item
con tains money. Bishop.
BISHOP IVES: 165 is before you. Any
questions? If you would support, if you
would ap prove and re fer to GCFA, please
vote when the light ap pears. [Yes, 881; No,
24] You sup ported 881 to . . . some thing.
Went off the screen quicker than I could
read it! Go ahead, LaVon.
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(Laughter)
WIL SON: In your DCA, page 1836, Calendar Item 22, Petition 30739; Advance
DCA, 955. The committee recommends
concurrence.
BISHOP IVES: The committee rec ommends con cur rence. Please vote when the
light appears. You have con curred, [Yes,
876; No, 26]. LaVon?
WIL SON: Page 1909. The fol low ing four
will be on this page. Cal en dar Item 323, Peti tion 30129; Ad vance DCA, 963. The commit tee rec om mends non con cur rence.
BISHOP IVES: The committee rec ommends non con cur rence on No. 323. If you
would sup port the com mit tee’s rec om menda tion for non con cur rence, you would vote
1; if you would not, vote 2 when the light
appears. You have supported non con currence, [Yes, 649; No, 243].
WIL SON: On the same page, Cal en dar
Item 324, Petition 30657; the Advance
DCA, 962. The committee recommends
nonconcurrence.
BISHOP IVES. You have be fore you, Peti tion [Cal en dar Item No.] 324. Com mit tee
rec om mends non con cur rence. If you would
sup port the com mit tee in non con cur rence,
vote yes when the light appears; if you
would not, vote no when the light ap pears.
You’ve supported non con cur rence, [Yes,
705; No, 210].
WIL SON: On the same page, Cal en dar
Item 325, Petition 30667; Advance DCA,
966. The com mit tee rec om mends con currence as amended.
BISHOP IVES: On 325, you see the
amendment. Rec om men da tion is for con cur rence as amended. Yes, go to mike 4. Or
is it eas ier to go to 3? Which ever way you
go, eas ier way. Com ing to mike 4.
Amend ment on Eco nomic De vel op ment
Debated
MARGARET M. MALLORY (West
Ohio): Bishop, I would speak against the
amendment and the reinstatement of the
orig i nal lan guage.
BISHOP IVES: OK, you’re, you’re moving to amend the com mit tee re port by de letion of the amend ment . . . ?
MALLORY: And the reinstatement of
the orig i nal lan guage.
BISHOP IVES: OK. If you’re mov ing to
delete the amendment , the original lan guage would re main.
MALLORY: Yes.
BISHOP IVES: Yes. Is there a sec ond to
that? I hear a second. Would you like to
speak to that?

MALLORY: Yes sir. Many new pas tors
are ap pointed in ru ral ar eas, and the spec ific ity of hav ing eco nomic de vel op ment as
part of their du ties is needed. It’s help ful in
help ing them to un der stand what needs to
be done—as well as be ing a role model. The
pas tor is a role model in or ga niz ing, and I
think it’s re ally nec es sary, es pe cially in rural ar eas, that that spec i fic ity be there.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Any others
wishing to speak on the amendment, the
amend ment to de lete? Yes, I see a green
card. Go back to 6.
EDWARD A. KAIL (Iowa): I support
this re cent mo tion out of con cern that we be
able to sup port faith-based com mu nity orga niz ing in both ru ral and ur ban con texts.
We just re ceived the re port of the Sha lom
Zone Initiative, and I believe it’s vital in
sup port of com mu ni ties of Sha lom that we
be able to en gage in or ga ni za tion on many
dif fer ent lev els, in clud ing eco nomic de velopment, community development, and
church development. I would ask you to
sup port this amend ment.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. Yes, over
here. Come to 4.
THOMAS O. GARNHART (Wis consin): I would op pose the amend ment to take
out the amend ment, in that I am a strong
sup porter of com mu nity or ga niz ing and of
eco nomic de vel op ment; but this would put
that into the para graph of du ties for all pastors, and I would hope that all pas tors would
en cour age those things to hap pen, but I do
not think it’s an ap pro pri ate ex pec ta tion for
ev ery pas tor to be per son ally in volved in organizing and economic development,
though I sure hope they’re sup port ive of it.
BISHOP IVES: Is there anybody else
wish ing to speak against the amend ment?
The chair has some thing to—the chair of
the com mit tee? Do you have any com ment
to make? (“FINE” heard) OK, what is be fore us is the amendment to delete the
amend ment, on Item No. 325, which would
leave the pe ti tion as it is orig i nally printed.
If you un der stand, I’m go ing to call now for
your vote on the amend ment to de lete those
words that are on page 327. If you’re ready
to vote, please vote when the light ap pears.
You did not sup port the amend ment—[Yes,
360; No, 559]. We’re back to the Item No.
325 as it is printed. If you would sup port the
committee’s rec om men da tion for con currence as amended, please vote when the
light ap pears.
BISHOP IVES: You have sup ported concur rence [Yes, 771; No, 145] LaVon.
WILSON: On p. 1909, Calendar Item
326, Pe ti tion 30066 Advance DCA, p. 964,
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the committee recommends non con currence, Bishop.
BISHOP IVES: The committee rec ommends non con cur rence on Pe ti tion 326. If
you’re ready to vote, please vote when the
light ap pears. You sup ported con cur rence
by [Yes, 590; No, 317].
WILSON: Bishop, that concludes our
group for the pres ent time.
BISHOP IVES: That concludes your
work at this pres ent time and we’re go ing to
move to Fi nance and Ad min is tra tion. Committee on Finance and Administration.
Point of or der, yes, come to Mike 1 and state
your point of or der please.
JOE P. PEA BODY (North Geor gia): On
item #323, I thought I heard the chair say
that we had voted con cur rence and the commit tee moved non-con cur rence, it did not. . .
.
BISHOP IVES: We voted concurrence
with non con cur rence.
PEABODY: Alright, I’m embarrassed
then. So my un der stand ing what the house
did.
BISHOP IVES: Some times that is confus ing, that’s OK. Yes, Fi nance and Ad ministration.
STAN SAGER (New Mex ico): Bishop,
it’s my.
BISHOP IVES: Do we have the mi crophone here? In the mid dle?
Fi nan cial Ad min is tra tion Team
Introduced
SAGER: Bishop, it’s my plea sure to intro duce the won der ful mem bers of the Finan cial Ad min is tra tion team. To my right is
Ernie Swiggett, who is a lay del e gate from
the New York del e ga tion and to my left is
Phyllis Rodriguez who is a lay delegate
from Wis con sin, I am Stan Sager, I am a lay
del e gate from New Mex ico. The items before you will be six, I would re fer you first
to Cal en dar Item 306, which ap pears on p.
1907 of the DCA, it re fers to Pe ti tion 30478
on page 428 of the ADCA.
BISHOP IVES: Could you give us the peti tion num ber again? Some times when we
get the pe ti tion num ber then here the page
num ber then go back to the pe ti tion num ber
we miss it so . . . the pe ti tion num ber is?
SAGER: Pe ti tion Num ber is 30478. It is, I
believe, on the left column of that page.
Page 425. The committee has voted non con cur rence with the pro posal that the Direc tor of Com mu ni ca tions be re quired to be
a mem ber of CCF&A but with out vote.
BISHOP IVES: Well, I guess the chair is
con fused at this point. I know if . . . what
was the pe ti tion num ber again?

2109
SAGER: The Pe ti tion Num ber is 30478.
Did I give you the wrong num ber?
BISHOP IVES: Yes. I think we are directed to the wrong place aren’t we, or am I
the only one that’s in the wrong place?
SAGER: Cal en dar Item 306.
BISHOP IVES: 306, Got cha.
SAGER: I gave you the right rec om menda tion Bishop, it was non con cur rence.
BISHOP IVES: Non con cur rence on Calen dar Item 306.
SAGER: The ra tio nal of the com mit tee
was sim ply that it would im pose an un necessary burden, particularly upon smaller
con fer ences when the Di rec tor of Com muni ca tions may al ready be in vited to Con ference
Council
on
Finance
and
Ad min is tra tion is sues.
BISHOP IVES: Okay, are you ready to
vote on 306? Voting non con cur rence, you
vote yes if you sup port the com mit tee’s recommendation for nonconcurrence. No, if
you do not. Please vote when the light ap pears. You sup ported the com mit tee [Yes,
836; No, 94].
SAGER: Cal en dar Item 307, p. 1907, this
is Pe ti tion 30646. The pe ti tion ap pears on p.
439 of the ad vanceDCA, the com mit tee has
recommended nonconcurrence, believing
that it was not nec es sary to add the pro posed
language.
BISHOP IVES: 307 is be fore you. Here
again the rec om men da tion is for non concur rence. If you would sup port non con currence vote yes. If not vote no when the light
appears. You supported nonconcurrence
[Yes, 850; No, 73].
SAGER: Moving to Cal en dar Item 308, it
also appears on p. 1907, the Petition is
30067 on p. 340 of the ad vance DCA. Pe tition 30067. The com mit tee has voted nonconcurrence.
BISHOP IVES: The committee rec ommend non con cur rence on 308. If you would
support the committee’s recommendation
for non con cur rence vote yes when the light
ap pears, if not, vote no. You have con curred
[Yes, 838; No, 69].
SAGER: I would re fer you to Cal en dar
Item 310 at p. 1907, the ADCA page is 440,
right col umn at the bot tom of the page, Pe tition 31550. The com mit tee has also voted
non con cur rence on that is sue.
BISHOP IVES: The committee rec ommends non con cur rence on item 310. If you
would sup port non con cur rence vote yes, if
you would not, vote no when the light ap pears.
SAGER: Last item is cal en dar.

BISHOP IVES: Wait until this is fin ished.
SAGER: I’m sorry.
BISHOP IVES: You sup ported non concur rence [Yes, 751; No, 167].
SAGER: Calendar Item 14 appears at
page 1835 of the DCA. That is a con sent calen dar page. It is been re moved be cause of
we er ro ne ously re ported it as con cur rence
while it should have been re ported as noncon cur rence. Mea culpa. And the com mittee then has voted non con cur rence on this
issue.
BISHOP IVES: You’re on page 835. Item
14.
SAGER: I’m sorry, it is p. 432, pe ti tion
page 432 of the Advance DCA, it is Pe ti tion
30202. The vote is for non con cur rence.
BISHOP IVES: The mo tion to the commit tee is for non-con cur rence for the Cal endar Item 14. Yes, ques tion? Come to Mike
2.
Abor tion and Funding De bated
STAN SAGER (New Mex ico): My sec retary tells me I just missed item 309. If I
could go back . . .
JACK W. PLOWMAN (West ern Pennsyl va nia): I urge that the Con fer ence vote
con trary to the rec om men da tion. The reason I rec om mend it is this. Un for tu nately
today, the different general committees
sup port, fi nan cially, abor tion. As I un derstand the pe ti tion, it would be served to prevent the funding of either abortion or
opposition to abortion, which as I un derstand it to be the po si tion of the Gen eral
Coun cil to day. And for that rea son, I urge
neutrality be our position. The General
Council on Finance and Administration
cur rently en forces a sim i lar pro vi sion in respect to ho mo sex u al ity. I see no rea son why
a dis tinc tion should be made and I urge that
we vote non con cur rent with the rec om menda tion of the com mit tee.
BISHOP IVES: The speech against the
rec om men da tion for non con cur rence. Anybody else wishing to speak in favor or
against? Yes, come to mi cro phone two.
JOHN SETH (Western Pennsylvania):
[There is noth ing from him].
JUNE McCULLOUGH (South ern New
Jersey): Bishop, as I read para graph 65J,
The Church’s Stand On Abor tion, I be lieve
that this pe ti tion would be out of or der because the church has a stand that does not
preclude abortion, as this petition would
preclude our church officials speaking to
that is sue.
BISHOP IVES: Your sug gest ing that the
whole pe ti tion is out of or der? Well, shall
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we take the time to look? I think the mat ter
has been be fore the com mit tee. The is sue
was not raised in the committee as to
whether this was in or der or not. I think, at
this point, I’m go ing to have to rule it is in
or der for us to take ac tion on it as it is. The
mo tion is non con cur rence, re mem ber, with
this. We have a speech in fa vor of con currence. A vote to nonconcur would es sentially accomplish what you said, June. If
you’re ready to vote on the com mit tee’s recom men da tion on num ber 14 that—yes, on
the left back there—come to num ber seven.
PHILIP
J.
WOGAMAN
(Bal timore-Washington): As a member of the
GCFA, I want to sup port the com mit tee’s
ac tion, which was unan i mous on this, and to
draw the Conference’s attention to the
sweeping character of the language con tained in Petition 30202. It says “The
GCFA shall be re spon si ble for en sur ing that
no board, agency, com mit tee, com mis sion,
coun cil, or task force shall di rectly or in directly sup port, sub si dize, be long to, be af filiated with, or in any way endorse or
par tic i pate,” etc., etc. To im pose upon the
GCFA the responsibility to police what
could be come witchhunts in the char ac ter
of the whole church seems to me en tirely inappropriate and I urge the conference to
sup port the ac tion of the com mit tee on that
matter.
BISHOP IVES: Okay, we’ve had a
speech in fa vor of the po si tion of the commit tee. We’ve had a speech against the position of the committee. You’ve already
spo ken to this. Is there any body else who
wants to speak? Yes?
DAVE MENDYK (Ne braska):
BISHOP IVES: You’re on the floor,
you’re a del e gate.
MENDYK: Thank you. God bless the
UMC. (laughter) I do want to say that our
church is not neu tral. We are not neu tral on
this is sue. Let us rec on cile our selves to be
the voice of that un born child. We can support that un born child through our prayers
and our mon ies. Thank you.
BISHOP IVES: I interpret that as a
speech against the com mit tee rec om men dation.
TSHIBANG KASAP (North-West
Katanga, Congo): May I speak in French
________.
BISHOP IVES: Ex cuse me. In ter preters.
Wait for the in ter pre ta tion. Wait un til they
give it to you.
KASAP: Okay.
BISHOP IVES: In ter pre ta tion please.
KASAP: (Speaking in French as in terpreted). I think that in term of ethics the
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church has to take a po si tion that is clear and
neat. I don’t see any difference between
somebody who is a doctor and anybody
who is making abortion. The abortion is
mur der. The church has to say “no” to abortion in all its forms. We Af ri can del e gates
are kind of scan dal ized on what we heard
about abor tion. What we hear in this con ference is dis turb ing a lit tle bit our faith as Afri cans. What we hear and know is that the
church has been [un in tel li gi ble] in Af rica
with ed i fi ca tion of, with the help of Amer ican church, and what we hear is not rep resent ing ex actly what we be lieve to get from
Amer ica. I thank you.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. I want also to
make clear in any interpretation or com ments that I make that if the del e gate does
not un der stand my lan guage that that will be
in ter preted as well. I’ve had three speeches
against the rec om men da tion of the com mittee. I’ve heard two speeches in fa vor of the
committee’s recommendation. I’ll rec ognize some body who is speak ing in fa vor of
the com mit tee’s rec om men da tion. I’ll recog nize the hand way to the back, the yel low
way in the back, I saw you first.
DAVID SEVERE (Oklahoma): It seems
to me that the com mit tee is cor rect be cause
if we adopt the lan guage that is at page 432,
then no one can even speak in op po si tion to
the per for mance of abor tions un der any circum stances. Our stance is quite clear on that
in the United Meth od ist Church. We do not
approve abortions under any cir cumstances, so to turn down the committee’s
rec om men da tion is to si lence us on our own
pre vi ously taken po si tion.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you. We are un der
the mandate to vote. We’ve had three
speeches for and three against. Our rules indi cate that when that’s hap pened, then we
are ready to vote. Does the chair of the commit tee have any thing in ad di tion to say?
SAGER: Briefly Bishop, the com mit tee
has felt that there were at least two rea sons
for non con cur rence.
One is the un rea son able bur den which it
was per ceived that this would place upon
GCFA to put it in the po si tion of mon i tor ing
meetings, actions throughout and the ex pense to the church would be substantial.
Number two, this would seem to be ad dress ing the very sen si tive abor tion is sue,
not di rectly in the com mit tees where these
matters are considered, but indirectly
through the fi nance end and we did not feel
that was ap pro pri ate.
BISHOP IVES: Item num ber 14 on page
1835 is before you. Committee rec ommends non con cur rence with item 14. If you
would sup port the com mit tee’s rec om men-

da tion, vote yes; if you would not, vote no.
Please vote when the light ap pears.
BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: You have
supported the committee’s rec om men dation for non con cur rence, [Yes, 811; No,
126] . You had one more item?
STAN SAGER (New Mexico): I have
one more that is Cal en dar Item 309, p. 1907
of the DCA. It re fers to ADCA, p. 440, Pe tition 30119. The com mit tee has voted noncon cur rence. This is the same gen eral area
of two ear lier pe ti tions of which you have
sus tained votes of non con cur rence on sim ilar or re lated is sues.
BISHOP IVES: 309 on p.1907 is be fore
you, rec om men da tion is non-con cur rence.
If you would sup port the com mit tee’s recommendation for nonconcurrence, vote
yes; if not, vote no when the light ap pears.
You sup ported the com mit tee’s rec om menda tion, [Yes, 783; No, 131]. We are within a
few sec onds of an or der of the day, which is
be fore us. We’re go ing to have to sus pend
work on cal en dar items at this time and, and
move along. Are those who are, are those
who are prepared to bring before us the
Gen eral Coun cil on Min is try Re port No. 3
pre pared to go? Bishop Hearn.
BISHOP J. WOODROW HEARN: In
1996, with great excitement, the General
Con fer ence adopted two spe cial ini tia tives.
The first one of those was en ti tled, “Shared
Mis sion Fo cus on Young Peo ple,” and the
sec ond one was en ti tled, “Strengthening the
Black Church for the Twenty-first Cen tury.” We, of course, all rec og nize the significance
of
these
two
special
ini tia tives—the one on young peo ple and
the one on the Afro-Amer i can church ministry.
These ini tials—these two ini tia tives were
as signed to have a re la tion ship by the General Con fer ence to the Gen eral Coun sel on
Min is tries, and so we are pleased to day to
bring you a re port of what has been done
during this quadrennium. We, first, will
hear from the re port on the Shared Mis sion
Focus on Young People; and, secondly,
we’ll hear the re port on Strengthening the
Black Church for the Twenty-first Cen tury.
I’ll ask those who are pre sent ing these mate ri als to in tro duce them selves to the confer ence at the time they come to make these
pre sen ta tions. The first one, a re port on the
Shared Mis sions Fo cus on Young Peo ple,
to be followed by the report of
Strengthening the Black Church in the
Twenty-first Cen tury.
Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Young Peo ple
AUD REY FULGRAM: Our ‘96 Gen eral
Con fer ence cre ated the Shared Mis sion Focus on Young People. It called for the
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church to re or der its pri or i ties and fo cus on
the joys and pains of young peo ple around
the globe. It called for us to bring per sons
be tween the ages of 12 – 30 into the life and
min is try of the church. Since 1996, the initia tive has worked dil i gently to this end under the um brella of the Gen eral Coun cil on
Min is tries. We wish to ex press to them our
deep grat i tude.
From fi nanc ing re ceived through the Focus 2000 Fund, we supported the im plemen ta tion of in no va tive pi lot pro grams and
young peo ple’s min is tries glob ally. We collab o rated with our United Meth od ist sem inaries on strengthening the relevancy of
theo log i cal ed u ca tion in the ar eas of youth
and young adult min is tries. Not the least of
our work was the gath er ing to gether of the
general program agency staffs related to
young peo ple’s min is tries. Dy namic is sue
fo rums were held on the is sues of vi o lence,
sub stance abuse, the Asian eco nomic cri sis,
and the rel e vancy of the church. We re al ize
that it will take all of us. Our dream has been
that to gether we can move moun tains. Now
I would in vite you to fo cus on the dreams of
our young peo ple.
(Video Pre sen ta tion)
(Applause)
JEFF QUICK (West ern New York): The
Book of He brews, Chap ter 12, verse 1 tells
us that like that great cloud of wit nesses we,
too, should lay aside ev ery hin drance and
the sin that clings so closely to us and run
with per se ver ance the race that is set be fore
us. I be lieve that it’s time to run that race,
and never give up.
I dream of a church where min is tries with
youth and young adults, center around
mentoring re la tion ships for peo ple like the
Rev er end Roger Bill who is one of my mentors, lov ingly work side by side with us in
the mis sion field. Roger nur tured a sense of
self-worth in us. He of fered us op por tu nities of lead er ship. He of fered us the tools for
min is try that we needed. More im por tantly
than any thing else, Roger helped us to grow
into a re la tion ship with our Lord and Sav ior
Je sus Christ. I be lieve that it’s time to run
the race and never give up.
And I dream of a church where those who
feel called to min is tries with young peo ple
would find cut ting-edge meth ods of lead ership and solid, scrip tural, and spir i tual developments. Let’s offer theological
ed u ca tion ap pro pri ate to their spe cific calling. We must continue to strengthen our
theological education where ministries to
youth and young adults are con cerned. The
time is long since gone when our church
could af ford to look at youth min is try and
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young adult min is try as a step ping stone to
real min is try.
(Applause)
I be lieve that it is time to run the race, and
never give up!
I dream of a church, a church where general agency staff would gather to gether and
de sign a com pre hen sive plan for min is try.
Let’s [Un in tel li gi ble] for our church a sense
of co op er a tion that changes lives. Let’s renew a fire for Christ in our young peo ple.
John Wes ley said, “Catch on fire with enthu si asm, and folks will come from miles
away just to watch you burn.”
(Laughter-Applause)
I dream of a church where youth and
young adults are on fire with en thu si asm for
God. And better yet, while we’re dream ing
and while we’re imagining, I dream of a
church where the folks in the pews and the
folks in the pul pits are scream ing to them,
“Burn baby, burn!” It’s time for us to run the
race and never give up. It’s time for us to get
so excited about youth and young adult
min is tries that we start draw ing a crowd and
that that crowd would be com ing from miles
away just to watch that burn ing—that desire for Christ.
I dream of a de nom i na tion where lo cal
churches and an nual con fer ences en deavor
to pro vide cre ative and in no va tive min istries with young peo ple. Let’s lead the way
in re search ing meth ods of reach ing, teaching, mentoring, and send ing a new gen er ation of Christians. We must reach, teach,
men tor, and send these young peo ple—the
ones in side our church and the ones on the
out side, as well. I be lieve that it’s time to
run the race and never give up.
And I dream of a church where we quit
wait ing for them to come to us.
(Applause)
Let’s go to them. Who said that the race
had to be run around a track? Who said that
we had to wait for the spec ta tors to come
and sit in our bleach ers? Let’s quit run ning
in cir cles. Let’s start run ning right through
the mid dle of town. Let’s go to the young
peo ple and find out first hand their joys and
their pains. Let’s find out first hand how we
might em bark on min is tries with them.
Scripture tells us, “Church, go into the
world,” not world, come to the church. I believe that it’s time to run the race and, with
per se ver ance, that we should never, never
give up.
BISHOP S. CLIFTON IVES: Thank you.
Thank you.

(Applause)
BISHOP MARSHALL L. MEADORS
JR: We’ve been moving mountains by
bringing together the initiatives of the
church. The Bishop’s Ini tia tive on Children
and Poverty, Strengthening the Black
Church for the Twenty-first Century, the
Na tional Plan for His panic Min is tries, the
Native
American
Comprehensive
Plan—all of these and the other ini tia tives
have es tab lished cre ative part ner ships with
the boards and the agen cies of the church.
The fo rum for this that’s made it pos si ble
has been the Shared Mission Focus on
Young Peo ple. To gether we strug gled with
what it means to be a global church. To gether we sought to put aside is sues of turf
and rather to seek to build com mu nity. All
of this is to cre ate the church in which there
are more op por tu ni ties for young peo ple to
be par tic i pants in the full life of the church.
We’ve seen dreams come true. We’ve
seen sys temic change. We’ve adopted new
ways of be ing in min is try. Life is dif fer ent.
We’re looking at our lives in ministry
through a wider lens, and the forum has
been the Shared Mis sion Fo cus on Young
People.
JUL IUS NEL SON (Li be ria): War is not
good. Whether you are in Li be ria, Si erra
Le one, Ni ge ria, Su dan, Zim ba bwe, An gola,
Mozambique, the Congo, Rwanda, Bu rundi, Egypt, Ethiopia, Russia, France,
China, the Philippians, or the United States
of Amer ica, war is not good.
Pro moting rec on cil i a tion among youth is
a pi lot pro ject in the Li be ria that is alive today be cause of Shared Mis sion Fo cus on
Young People and other partners. The
prayer pro ject pro vides young peo ple from
the church and the com mu nity the op por tunity to re flect on their root causes and ef fects of the civil war in Li be ria. From the
learning and the sharing, Liberian young
people are looking for ways to restore
peace. They are mov ing their com mu ni ties
from a cul ture of vi o lence to a cul ture of
peace and rec on cil i a tion. They are de cid ing
to ac cept each other in the var i ous com muni ties and are try ing to for give their broth ers
and sisters for what happened dur ing the
civil war. Thank God. Thank God for the
decision to start this initiative for young
peo ple in our church. To gether we move
mountains.
(Applause)
EDWIN ZEIDERS (Central Penn syl vania): All young people have a ba sic need
and right to know that they are loved in finitely by God and that God seeks for them a
life of joy, hope, and mean ing.
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On October 8-10, 1999, a consultation
was held in volv ing rep re sen ta tives of the 13
United Meth od ist sem i nar ies in the United
States and representatives of the Shared
Mis sion Fo cus re gard ing the role our sem inaries might play in equipping our own
sem i nary stu dents to be more ef fec tive in
pre par ing for min is try with youth and with
young peo ple. The con sul ta tion re sulted in
the pre sen ta tion of 19 spe cific state ments
and six additional questions challenging
both the sem i nar ies and the church to ask
even more and deeper ques tions with re gard
to min is try for and with youth and young
people.
The Association of United Methodist
Theo log i cal Schools will con tinue to re flect
on our work and our com mit ment to equip
both clergy and la ity for ef fec tive youth and
young adult ministries. Additionally, we
would en cour age deeper and more pen e trating dialogue designed to challenge the
whole church to work more cre atively—to
close the gap be tween the church and the
youth and young adult cul tures emerg ing in
our global com mu nity.
LANE C. WINN (Lou i si ana): I dream of
a church where young peo ple are not sit ting
on the back pew ev ery Sunday in wor ship
but, where they are lead ing the ser vice side
by side with other clergy and la ity. I dream
of a church that is not afraid to ask, that is
not sat is fied with the sta tus quo, that does
not want to see a wider gap between the
“us” and “them”. While we as youth and
young adults can learn and gain from those
older than us, we, too, have much to teach
and share with you. To day I com mis sion all
of you to con tinue to lis ten to the voice of
young peo ple in our church. My gen er a tion
is still be ing in flu enced by the world. So
why not make an im pact on us as the church.
Remember when you’re designing your
church of your dream to in clude the young
people of today. United Methodists are
amazing Christians and by working to gether all of our dreams will come true.
(Applause)
JEFF QUICK: A vi sion has been set forth
by the Shared Mission Focus On Young
Peo ple for the church. It is a vi sion that has
young peo ple liv ing out their faith in the
pres ent, and lead ing the way into the fu ture.
It is a vi sion where un churched young people are offered the unconditional love of
God through ways that are af firm ing and accept ing. It is a vi sion that claims young people, no mat ter who they are, as as sets rather
than liabilities. The United Methodist
Church sim ply can not live or thrive with out
us. As chair of the Shared Mis sion Fo cus
On Young Peo ple, I would like to thank the
General Conference on behalf of young

peo ple across our globe for this ini tia tive.
While we’re ex cited about the work that we
have al ready ac com plished, we know that
there is still much to do. And we look for ward to our con tin ued work with you as, together, we move moun tains.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you very much.
(Applause) Our agenda calls for us to move
to the sec ond item that you had from . . . My
ques tion is, you know, we’re run ning very
close on time. We’re at the—we have set
aside about 30 min utes to do this and we
only have about 10 of those min utes left and
I don’t think that’s go ing to be suf fi cient for
you to do what you want to do, is it?
WALTER KIMBROUGH (North Geor gia): No sir.
BISHOP IVES: What is the will of the
house? I don’t want to in ter rupt this in the
mid dle, if they be gin . . . how much time are
you look ing for?
KIMBROUGH: 25 min utes.
BISHOP IVES: In or der to com plete this
re port, we would have to ex tend the time
which means we’re not go ing to leave here
un til af ter 12:30, prob a bly. I hear the motion to ex tend the time to al low the com pletion of this re port. Sec ond it, if you would
approve, in di cate when the light ap pears.
You have ap proved the ex ten sion of time by
543 to 336. Go ahead.
Strengthening the Black Church
for the 21st Cen tury
KIMBROUGH: Thank you, Bishop Ives
and members of the general conference,
del e gates-year 2000. As a mem ber of the
coordinating committee to strengthen the
black church of the 21st century, we are
pleased to have a significant leadership
from ev ery sec tor of the church. The commit tee is ably chaired by Bishop Jon a than
Kea ton. Dr. Car o lyn John son served as our
vice-chair. The late Rev. Valerie Irvin, who
made her tran si tion sud denly from life mortal to life im mor tal two weeks ago to day,
Andres Salters who is our co or di na tor for
strength en ing the black church with the 21st
century, a total coordinating committee
com posed of 19 per sons rep re sent ing each
of the five ju ris dic tions.
We started at this pro cess 8 years ago at
the Gen eral Con fer ence in 1992. Leg is lation was pre sented to us call ing for an ini tiative in the life of our great church to
strengthen the black church as we were prepar ing to move into the 21st cen tury. It was a
layperson, Lillian Lane, in Chi cago, Il li nois
on the Chicago Southern district many,
many years ago, who said to me, “Wal ter,
those of us who came from the Lexington
Conference had what the former Rock

River Con fer ence needed and they wanted
it. But we failed to give it to them.” And I
said to Lillian, “What was it that we had that
the larger church needed?” And she said,
“We had a Spirit to bring to them. And instead of bring ing to them what they needed,
we started act ing like them.”
Well, we have shifted from that po si tion.
We rec og nize that a bless ing for The United
Meth od ist Church is what hap pens within,
con tex tu ally, the life and ex pe ri ence of our
Black con gre ga tions. We be lieve great deliv er ance will come from this arena. And so,
four years ago, in 1996, the Gen eral Con ference over whelm ingly ap proved of this initia tive that got us started. And be cause of
the decision made four years ago, we’re
mov ing, I’m con vinced, in the right di rection, to help ing re shape this great de nom ina tion of ours, so that we would move from
be ing a de clin ing de nom i na tion to one that
is grow ing and vi brant. My friend and colleague, Dr. Car o lyn John son will come now
and give more in for ma tion.
CAR O LYN JOHN SON (North In di ana):
Thank you, Dr. Kimbrough. And del e gates,
I know you are hun gry. But there is noth ing
quite as sat is fy ing as hear ing sto ries of people who has been claimed by Christ and
whose lives have been changed by Christ.
And that re ally is in deed what we think is
the suc cess story of strength en ing the black
church for the 21st century. As you have
prob a bly read in your doc u ment, the ini tiative set up 25 con gre ga tional re source centers that were chosen because they were
vi tal con gre ga tions. And that vi tal ity was
not nec es sar ily de fined by size but by having sound lay and clergy leadership that
worked in part ner ship with each other; that
of fered the abil ity and the time and the capac ity for faith for ma tion, bi ble study, and
prayer; that was stra te gi cally placed within
the com mu nity to re spond to the needs of
the com mu nity; and who had a sense of cultural mem ory that it brought to the theo log ical and the bib li cal un der stand ing and the
expressiveness of United Methodism
within that area, within that com mu nity.
And it also had a chance to not just identify those con gre ga tional re source cen ters,
but to have a mech a nism for those con gregations who would be called partner
churches to work with congregational re source cen ters. And what was in deed special about this initiative is that it
dem on strated that there was a real yearn ing
among congregations to want to increase
the depth and the breadth of the abil ity to
make dis ci ples for Je sus Christ. And in that
to par tic i pate in self-study, to work with the
congregational resource center, to come
home and do fol low-up, and to in deed then
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try to live out the kinds of—live out the life
of the very work that they had been deal ing
with. Now as I said to you ear lier, there are
many, many, many sto ries, but we’re go ing
to share one. And that you will see as the
video be gins.
(Video)
(Applause)
CAROLYN JOHNSON: As my Uncle
Alec would say, “That’s not some thing we
read about, that’s some thing we live.” Let,
let me say to you that, as you have read in
your materials, we are pro pos ing that the
ini tia tive be con tin ued for sev eral rea sons.
One, last qua dren nium, as we said, that we
would work with 400-600 part ner con gregations—partner teams—out of a des ignated number of churches. We have just
about met that goal, but what we didn’t
count on was the num ber of con gre ga tions
that are indeed yearning to participate in
this kind of ini tia tive.
Also we’re find ing that, as you well know
in our denomination, that we find many
con gre ga tions of Af ri can-Amer i can United
Meth od ists that find them selves cul tur ally
iso lated where they are, so that they may indeed be the only Af ri can-Amer i can con grega tion. And many of the kind of link ages
and net work that they need to have—that
would be very help ful—are not avail able to
them in their own location. And as you
know, SBBC crosses all our, our ju ris dictional lines.
An other one is that we find that the de mograph ics of the pop u la tions, par tic u larly of
the un churched, are tak ing on some unique
char ac ter is tics in this time pe riod. Not only
are we talking about unchurched, which
may be very dif fer ent than you un der stood
it twenty years ago—a peo ple who were not
in church, but who had some church ex pe rience. We’re talk ing now about peo ple who

2113
are un churched with no church ex pe ri ence
at all.
As well as the fact that what I think is the
joy of this pro gram is that while it may be
designed to fit specific congregations, a
particular cultural pattern—the learnings
and the mod els that are de vel oped—are not
culturally re stric tive. It is in deed the best
ex am ple of the connectional prin ci ple, not
in terms of administrative links of some
kind of hi er ar chy, but of the things that we
clearly understand to be connectional.
Shared vi sion, re source mo bi li za tion, linkage, and net work ing.
At some point during this Annual
Con—during this General Conference, I
hope Rev er end Cynthia will teach you, if
you don’t know how, to sing a song called,
“I Woke Up This Morn ing With My Mind
Staid on Je sus.” And if you know that song,
per haps that en cap su lates ev ery thing to say
about this ini tia tive. That what it tends to do
is to make sure that peo ple in deed do wake
up each morn ing with their mind staid on
Je sus. And when your mind is staid on Jesus, it’s very clear what you must do. Rev erend Kimbrough.
AL BERT KIMBROUGH: Sev eral members of the lead er ship team are com ing now
to stand with me, and Bishop Pe ter Weaver
will share a word with us to day. Let me see
if I can’t sum ma rize what’s tak ing place.
The pri mary ob jec tive of Strengthening
the Black Church for the Twenty-first Century seeks to take those con gre ga tions that
are in fact vi tal, in the words of Bishop Roy
Nickels, and trans form them into con gre gational re source cen ters. What we mean by
that is that those Black United Meth od ists
con gre ga tions in Amer ica, who are do ing a
sig nif i cant job in min is try, pos sess a moral
ob li ga tion to share with oth ers who are not
experiencing vitality in their places, who
are not ex pe ri enc ing ex cite ment, who are

not encountering significant growth. We
used to say it an other way: “The strong must
bear the in fir mity of the weak.”
And so twenty-five vi tal United Meth odist con gre ga tions that are Black in Amer ica
have been se lected to be come the teach ers
of oth ers of our con gre ga tions across the
vast ness of this na tion. We have not ar rived
at where we want to be. But we are one quadren nium on our way. And we need the contin ued sup port of Gen eral Con fer ence 2000
to say, “Yes, you’re mov ing in the right direction.” To say, “Yes, we care.” To say,
“Yes, we sup port” and to sup port this ini tiative to the full est ex tent.”
And I en cour age you to keep in mind that
ev ery con gre ga tional re source cen ter adds
ad di tional dol lars to bring ing about this particular ministry. Every partner con gre gation shares their resources as well as the
gen eral church. And I want you to fur ther
keep in mind that each of our con gre ga tions
share with ev ery other con gre ga tion in paying conference apportionments. We need
you to help Black United Meth od ists congre ga tions be a bless ing to the to tal de nom ina tion. I am con vinced that our time un der
God is now.
BISHOP PETER D.WEAVER: Let me
say just one word—this is not just strengthen ing the Black church for the twenty-first
cen tury, this is a gift to the whole church.
This is strength en ing The United Meth od ist
Church for the twenty-first cen tury. This is
strengthening communities for the
twenty-first cen tury.
(Applause)
And you saw the faces across the street.
Most im por tantly, this is al low ing the love
of Je sus to flow so that lives are strengthened and trans formed as sis ters and brothers across this world move into the
twen ti eth cen tury—twenty-first cen tury, together. Thanks be to God.
(Con tinued next is sue)
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WALTER L. KIMBROUGH (North
Geor gia): Bishop Ives, thank you for this
time. Thank you, broth ers and sis ters, for
car ing enough to give us ad di tional time. It
is my un der stand ing that we are al ready oper at ing un der a mo tion to sus pend the rules
by GCOM for the purpose of pass ing out
ma te rial. That is my un der stand ing, Bishop.
BISHOP IVES: I think we passed that
ear lier in the—in the ses sion, yes.
KIMBROUGH: Yes. Thank you.
KIMBROUGH : Thank you for your re port. We ap pre ci ate the spirit in which it is
brought.
(Applause)
BISHOP IVES: Let me tell you where we
are. We’re six min utes away from our reg ular ad journ ment time. We have some an nouncements, a report from the presiding
officers, and a closing prayer. The only
ques tion is, to the house, is, do you want to
hear the re sult of a bal lot be fore you go to
din ner and take an other bal lot? If—if somebody wants to ex tend the time to do that,
that’s okay. If not, we’ll pro ceed with those
three items that I sug gested. Hear ing none,
you’ll deal your bal lot when you come back
to gether, next time. Car o lyn, do you have
announcements?
I
want
Paul
Extrum-Fernandez to come and give an nouncements in relationship to presiding
officers, after which I’m going to ask
Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen to dismiss us.
Car o lyn, an nounce ments?
CAROLYN MARSHALL: There are
sev eral, which re fer to leg is la tive com mittees, as well as ad min is tra tive com mit tees.
Let me share them with you.
The Com mit tee on Ref er ence will meet
to mor row morn ing, Tues day, at 7:15 a.m.,
in Room 224. Please be pres ent if you are a
mem ber of that com mit tee.
The Com mit tee on Con fer ences will begin today at 2:00 p.m. This pertains to
Church and Society Legislative Com mittee. All sub com mit tee chair per sons, please
meet at 2:00 p.m. in the leg is la tive meet ing
room, B212.

Car o lyn Mar shall
Re minds of An nounce ment Rules
Would re fer you to the rules of the General Con fer ence and also to that which is on
page 1944. Nu mer ous an nounce ments keep
com ing to the plat form, and there is the rule
that an nounce ments should be in the—in by
3:00 p.m. in the DCA of fice in or der that
they could be published and that we will
not, hopefully, have to make these an nounce ments from the stage. I’m mak ing
two to day; how ever, af ter this, please adhere to the rules, as they will not be made for
the rest of the week.
Hav ing said that, here are the two: All racial eth nic del e gates will meet on Tues day
at lunch time, Ex hibit Hall B, Room 313,
with the Interethnic Co or di nating Com mittee pres ent. And then one which is the same
as what is listed in this announcement on
page 1924 [sic, 1944], right-hand col umn,
the next-to-the-last one, that all
clergywomen del e gates and women bishops are asked to meet Liz Lopez im me diately fol low ing the morn ing ses sion for a
group photo in Ex hibit Hall A.
A re minder to all of us that as far as del egates are con cerned at the ta bles, it is im portant that liq uids not be on the ta bles, as when
they are spilled, they do in ter fere with the
vot ing equip ment. And a re minder that the
noon time con certs will be in ef fect all of
this week. The choirs share with us very
well in the be gin ning of our morn ing, for a
while, and then also for our morn ing worship, but re main for a con cert at noon. We’ll
begin at 12:15 downstairs near the lunch
area, and if you have any op por tu nity at all,
please avail your selves of the op por tu nity
to con tinue in wor ship and a time of multicul tural ex pe ri ence with them.
Bishop, that completes the an nouncements.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Carolyn. I
want to ex press ap pre ci a tion to all of you.
You’ve worked hard this morn ing. You’ve
done good work. We’ve be gun to move the
train, which will go with in creas ing speed,
as you will un der stand, but we must continue as we move to know that we have been
called to be God’s holy peo ple in this place,
and that we are indeed on a journey of
Christ like ho li ness in all that we do in this

place, and thank you for be ing on that journey and shar ing that jour ney with me. Call
on Paul Extrum-Fernandez to bring a re port
for pre sid ing of fi cers.
Bishop Paup Picked
to Pre side Mon day Night
PAUL EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ (Cal ifornia-Nevada): Thank you, Bishop Ives.
This eve ning, pre sid ing will be Bishop Edward Paup from the Port land Area, and conclud ing this eve ning’s ses sion we will give
an up date on to mor row’s pre sid ing of fi cers.
Thank you.
BISHOP IVES: Thank you, Paul. I want
to call on Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen, who is
the bishop of our sis ter church in Ar gen tina,
to dismiss us this morning. Bishop
Etchegoyen.
BISHOP ALDO ETCHEGOYEN: Let us
pray. O God, thank you for Je sus Christ and
for our call ing to be part of peace mis sion
around the world. O Dios, gracias por Jesu
Cristo y por su llamado a ser parte de su
misión en todo el mundo. O God, thank you
for the gos pel and for the truth, jus tice, and
peace of your king dom. O Dios, gracias por
el evangelio, por la verdad, la justicia, y la
paz de tu reino. Give us love, faith, and hope
to pro claim your mes sage and to serve our
neighborhood. O Dios, danos fe, amor, y
esperanza para proclamar tu mensaje y
para servir a nuestro prójimo. Give us your
Holy Spirit to ful fill your good will to transform this unjustice eco nomic sys tem, in order to put bread and love among all peo ple.
O Dios, danos tu Espíritu Santo para
cumplir tu voluntad a fin de transformar
este justo sistema económico a fin de poner
pan y amor en tre los probres. Give us your
power to work with hope in fa vor of the human rights for all human be ings. O Dios,
danos tu poder para trabajar con
esperanza en favor de los derechos
humanos para todos hermanos. Now, go
forth in peace. The grace of Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the com munion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Ahora vayan en paz.La gracia de Jesucristo
el Señor, el amor de Dios y la comunión del
Espíritu Santo sea con todos ustedes.
Amen.
BISHOP IVES: Amen.
(Adjournment)

