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May 9, 2000

Petition Additions and Corrections

PetitionsReferred by Committeeon Ref er ence:

Pet#-From-To

30281-GJ-IC
30282-GJ-IC
30283-GJ-IC
30522 - CS-GM
30529 - CS-GM
30532-CS-GM
31046 - CO-HE
31302-FA -CS
31849-GJ-CO

Thefol lowingpetitionshavecor rected text:

31506-CO-30-C
“Clar ifyBoundariesfor DeaconessAp point ments’
Amend first sentenceof 30, Articlel:

Theannual confer enceshall becomposedof clergy . .. thediaconal ministers, theac
tivedeaconessesunder episcopal ap point mentwithirthebetrasefthearrual-conter
enee, theconfer encepresi dentof . ..

31383-CM-NonDis-O

“Supportfor Breadfor theWorld'sOf fer ingof Letters’
RegardingBook of Resolution“ Of feringof Letters’

Sup port for Bread for the World’ s Of fer ing of Let ters

Indevel opingcountries, 1.3bil lionpeople(equal ingtheentirepopulationof China)
liveinabsolutepov erty, withindi vidual pur chasing power equiv alenttolessthanone
U.S. dol lar aday and 70 per cent of child hood deathsareasso ci ated withmal nutri tion
and prevent ablediseases. Ap prox i mately 35,000 chil dren world wide die each day
fromhunger related causes, and an other 841 mil lion other peo plewill suf fer frommat
nutri tion (BreadfortheWorld Insti tute)

Helpinghungry peopleistoChristianfaithasbreathingoutistobreathingin, andthe
Godof theBi blerequiresjusticeonthepart of nationsaswell asindi viduals. Goddid
n't send Mo ses to the courts of Pharaoh to take up acol lec tion of canned goods and
blankets. GodsentMoseswithapoliti cal message; tolet theop pressed peopleof I srael
go free.

Thelaw that the Lord gaveto Israel protected poor peo ple. Courtswereto treat poor
peoplefairly, andfarmersweretoleavesomegrainun har vested for poor families. The
proph ets held kings and other |ead ers of the national ac count able for justiceto ward
poor and vul ner ablepeo ple: “Woetothosewho decreeunjust laws, whowriteop pres
sive stat utes, to turn aside the needy from justice, and to rob the poor of my peo ple of
their right. . .” [Isaiah 10:1-2].

Theproph etspromised amessiahwhowould establishjusticeand theknowl edgeof
God, and Je sus later an nounced him self asthe ful fill ment of those prom ises: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be cause he has anointed me to preach the good news to
thepoor. Hehassent meto pro claimreleasetothecaptives. . .toset at lib erty thosewho
areoppressed . . .” [Luke4:18-21] Je susfed hun gry peo ple, befriended out casts and
calledforradi cal sharing. Heembodiedfor givenessand mercy. Thoseof uswhohave
been em braced by this“good news” are drawn to be con cerned about peo plein need
and we are com pelled to work to make our so ci ety’ slawsfair and help ful to ward poor
andhungry people.

TheSocial Princi plesof theUnited Meth odist Churchstatethat, “Inor der toprovide
basicneedssuchasfood, clothing, shel ter, education, health care, and other necessities,
ways must be found to share more eq ui tably the re sources of theworld. Increasing
tech nol ogy, when ac com panied by ex ploit ative eco nomic practices, im pov er ishes
many per sonsand makespov erty self-per petuating.” (168B).

Our General ConferenceResolutionenti tled: Call foraRebirthof Compassion, reir
forcesthissenti mentwhenitstatesthat “wecall all upon United M eth odi ststhrough out
theland not only to feed the hun gry and house the home less, but also to work for pol i-
ciesthat will end hun ger and homelessness.”

Breadfor theWorld (BFW) establishedin 1974, isanon-profit, non-par ti san Chris
tianciti zen’ smovement which per formsauniqueandecriti cal rolewithinthefaithcom-
munity by workingtoeradi catehunger fromthefaceof theearth by usingtheir network
of thou sandsof lo cal churchesacrossAmer icatolobby elected of fi cialson behalf of
peo ple who don’t have enough to eat; and

BFW’smain cam paign isan an nual nation wide“ Of fer ing of Let ters,” which not
only pro vides church mem berswith the op por tu nity to write mem bers of Con gress
concerninghunger relatedissues, but alsoen ablescongregationstoincor porateinto
theirwor shipex peri ence, their passion atecon cernsfor thosethat arestarv ing and suf-
feringfrommal nutri tion; and

TheUnited Meth od st Church, along with morethan 45 denomi nationsand church
agencies, gener ously supportsBFW, andinfact, theUnitedMeth odist Churchhasa25
year history of col lab o ration with BFW’ sfight against the root causes of both global
and do mestic hun ger. BFW has said that, “[1t] owes much to Meth od ism’ shistoric
commitmenttosocial justiceand activecon cernfor thepoor and down trod den. John
Wesley’scon vic tion that ‘theworld ismy par ish’ isat the heart of BFW’ swork,”

Therefore, beitresolvedthattheUnitedMethodist Churchencour ageitsmembersto
sup port Bread for theWorld, and urgeall local churchesto cel ebratean annual “ Of fer-
ing of Let ters,” for aslong as God’ schil dren go hungry.

En dorsed by the East Ohio An nual Con fer ence, Gary R. Henderson-Con fer ence
Secretary

Thefol lowingpetitionsarenew:

31996-HE-417-D

“EliminateRef er encestoM andatoryRetirement”
Removeref er encestomandatory retirementinthefol lowingparagraphs:
417

...Intheselectionof superintendents, bishopsshall givedueconsider ationtothein
clusivenessof TheUnited Meth odist Churchwithrespect tosex, race, national ori gin,
physi cal chal lenge, and age st t :

430.1

... Openitineracy means ap point mentsare madewith out regard to race, ethnicor i-
gin, gender, color, mar i tal status, or agerexeeptfertheprovisionsefmendatoryretire
ment.

1506.3
C) By anor dained minister froman other Christian denomi nationwho hasnot &t

31997-FA-821-D
“FinancingContinuingEducationEvents’
Add thefol low ing to the end of the first paragraph of 821

When thesefundsareused tofi nance Con tinuing Ed u cation eventsspon sor ed
by the Boar d of Or dained Ministry of an an nual con fer ence, such eventsmay be
opentolaityfor their at ten danceand par tici pation at theop tion of theBoar d of
Or dained Ministry of each an nual confer ence.

31998-FA-1508.6-D
“Replacement of Annuity ScheduleProvider”

EffectiveJanuary 1, 2001, amend paragraph 1508.6 of TheBook of Disci plineof the
United Meth od ist Churchto read:

Anannual confer enceagency handling suchfundsshall not of fer higher ratesof an
nuity thanthoselistedintheannuity sched uleap proved bythe Gen eral Boar d of Pen-
sion and Health Ben efitsGerera-CotreHonfnanceandAtmiristration

Thefol low ing peti tionshave been voided by the Com-
mitteeon Ref er encebecauseof duplications:

31133, 31137, 31920, 31921, 31922

Thefol low ing peti tionshavebeen voided by the Ju di-
cial Council rulingfromMay 3, 2000(found on page 1796
of the DCA)

30319, 30323, 30327, 30329, 30332, 30879, 30880, 30990



