
BISHOP ODEN: This mo tion is be fore
you to send this com mu ni qué as read.
Please vote when the light is on. It is so or -
dered. And let us take a mo ment in our own
way to re flect on our ex pe ri ence last eve -
ning of con fes sion and re pen tance, and how 
that re al ity is at the very heart of the good
news as we send this com mu ni qué rep re -
sent ing that in deed, my friends, in the
Christain com mu nity we’re not better than
nor lower than any other ex pres sion of the
faith. All of us are dis tinct in our own ways.
All of us have our own his to ries. And in this
com mu ni qué that you’ve sent, we are in -
deed bonded to gether in Chris tian love with
all of hu man ity, but a spe cial bond ing with
those that con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord
and Sav ior. Let’s think about that for a mo -
ment to gether.  

(Prayer) 

We turn now to a spe cial re spon si bil ity
for the nom i na tions for Ju di cial Coun cil
and the Uni ver sity Sen ate.  First of all, I
would like to call your at ten tion to para -
graph 2602 in the Book of Dis ci pline, and
I’m read ing, “At each qua dren nial ses sion
of the Gen eral Con fer ence, the Coun cil of
Bishops shall nom i nate by ma jor ity vote
three times the num ber of or dained min is -
ters and lay per sons to be elected at such
ses sion of the Gen eral Con fer ence. At the
same ses sion at which the above nom i na -
tions are an nounced, nom i na tions of both
min is ters and lay per sons may be made
from the floor, but at no other time.  The
names of all nom i nees iden ti fied with the
con fer ence to which each be longs and a bio -
graph i cal sketch that does not ex ceed one
hun dred words, shall be pub lished by the
Daily Chris tian Ad vo cate 48 hours prior to
the time of elec tion.”  This is the para graph
we’re deal ing with at this time.  Now we’d
like for you to turn to page 1749 in your
DCA, Vol ume 4, Num ber 3, 1749, in the
lower right-hand cor ner.  These are the
nom i nees of your Coun cil of Bishops which 
stand as nom i nees for elec tion. There is one
change.  The fourth per son nom i nated,
Wes ley Bailey, is not nom i nated.  You
should draw a line through that name and
in stead a Cen tral Con fer ence per son,
Rodolfo Beltran, from the Philipines, is a
re place ment nom i nee by the Coun cil of
Bishops.  To fa cil i tate this nom i na tion pro -
cess, I would ask per sons who have other
names to place in nom i na tion to move to 
mikes and I will ro tate through the mikes.
And as the nom i na tions are made, you need
to iden tify who you are as a nom i na tor, the
cat e gory, lay or clergy, to which you are
nom i nat ing, the per son’s name and con fer -
ence. And that is all you need to say.  There
are no speeches at this time. As the nom i na -

tor, you are re spon si ble for the bio graph i cal
state ment that will be printed along with all
oth ers in the DCA 48 hours prior to the elec -
tion next week.  The floor is open for nom i -
na tions to the Ju di cial Coun cil. You have a
nom i na tion, please move to the mikes.
Mike four.

BILL COUCH (North west Texas): A lay
per son for the Ju di cial Coun cil, Ed Hill,
from North west Texas Con fer ence. 

BISHOP ODEN: Thank you, I need to
make one more ex pla na tion.  Write your
nom i nee down on a sheet pa per—the in for -
ma tion that you have given—that we are as -
sured that we get the cor rect spell ing and the 
cor rect ref er ence.  So thank you.  Nom i na -
tors, be sure to bring that im me di ately. Send 
it by page, to the Con fer ence Sec re tary. 
Now turn to Mike two.  

ALDO MARTIN (Florida): Nom i nate
Dan iel Ivey-Soto, New Mex ico Con fer -
ence.  

BISHOP ODEN: Lay or clergy?  
MARTIN: Lay.
BISHOP ODEN: Thank you. Mike eight.
TYRONE GORDON (Kan sas West): I’d

like to nom i nate Elsie Crickard, clergy from 
South Cen tral Ju ris dic tion, Kan sas West.

BISHOP ODEN: Num ber five.
MEL BOWDAN (Ken tucky): I’d like to

make a lay nom i na tion. Mary A. Daffin,
Texas Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike six.
DAVID RICH ARD SON (Cal i for nia Pa -

cific): I’d like to nom i nate the Hon or able
Ted Todd, lay per son.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike four. 
ALVIN HOR TON (Vir ginia): I’d like to

nom i nate Lonnie D. Brooks, lay mem ber of
the Alaska Mis sion ary Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike two.
LEICESTER LONGDON (West Mich i -

gan): I’d like to nom i nate a lay can di date,
Ste ven Lett, from West Mich i gan.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike six.
INEZ DAWES (Iowa): I’d like to nom i -

nate a clergy can di date, Rev. Tom Grif fith
from the Cal-Pac Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike one.
BARBARA LEMMEL: (Troy): I would

like to nom i nate the Rev. Francine Tay -
lor-Thirus from North ern Il li nois Con fer -
ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike four.
JOE KIL PAT RICK (North Geor gia): I

would like to place a name in nom i na tion,
the name of James Holsinger from the Ken -
tucky Con fer ence. Lay.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike six.
NOE VALDERAMA (North-West

Mindanao): I’d like to nom i nate at tor ney
Os car Ferrer from the Phil ip pine Cen tral
Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike one.
RUBIN PERRY (North Geor gia): I’d like 

to place a nom i na tion.  The name of Paul
Ervin who is a lay.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike four.
MAXIE DUN NAM (Ken tucky): I’d like

to nom i nate a clergy, Rev. Keith Boyette
from the Vir ginia Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike three.
SHARON MOE (Pa cific North west): I’d

like to place a nom i na tion, lay mem ber
Sally Geis of the Rocky Moun tain Con fer -
ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Mike one.
JUL IUS ARCHIBALD (Troy): I’d like to 

nom i nate a clergy nom i nee, Rev. Tom
Shanklin of the Troy Con fer ence.

BISHOP ODEN: Sally Geis is al ready
nom i nated, so that nom i na tion will not
come from the floor.  She is on the list al -
ready.  Is there any one else at  mike one? I
see no other per sons at mikes.  There fore I
will de clare that the nom i na tions for the Ju -
di cial Coun cil. Do you have an ad di tional
nom i na tion? Please move to  mike eight.

SAM WYNN (North Carolina): I’d like
to nom i nate Belton Joy ner, clergy.

BISHOP ODEN: What con fer ence?
SAM WINN: North Carolina Con fer -

ence.
BISHOP ODEN: OK. If you have nom i -

na tions, please move to the mikes.  We’re
try ing to fa cil i tate this.  I see one per son
here. I don’t see any one else mov ing to the
mike. OK, per son at num ber two and then
we’ll turn to  mike one.

DAVID WIL SON (Oklahoma In dian
Mis sion ary): A la ity, Miss Ann Saunkeah
from the Oka la homa In dian Mis sion ary
Con fer ence. 

BISHOP ODEN: Lay or clergy? Da vid?
DAVID WIL SON: La ity.
BISHOP ODEN: Num ber one.
NIPPY-TOE JACK SON (Li be ria): I

would like to nom i nate James Lamark Cox
of the Li be rian An nual Con fer ence,
Monrovia, Li be ria.  A layper son.

BISHOP ODEN: Thank you.  I would de -
clare that the nom i na tions for Ju di cial
Coun cil are closed.  

BISHOP BLAKE: No one else at the
mike. Now we turn to … (pause), yes, did
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you want to make a nom i na tion? I did not,
(pause) OK, move to num ber five, please.

MARK TROTTER: (Cal i for nia Pa cific)
I’d like to move to sus pend the rules, if
that’s in or der, Bishop.

BISHOP BLAKE: What you are do ing is
to sus pend the rules for what pur pose?

TROTTER: To al low the Gen eral Con -
fer ence to con sider the pe ti tions re lated to
mem ber ship that are be fore them. 

BISHOP BLAKE: Is there a sec ond?
(Pause) It is sec onded.

TROTTER: That the mo tion is to per mit
the leg is la tive com mit tees that have been
as signed pe ti tions seek ing to amend the
1996 Dis ci pline, para graphs 215, 222.1
through 5; 227.2; 231.1 and to con sider
them as pe ti tions to de lete the 1992 Dis ci -
pline para graphs 216.4; 222 through 224;
232.1 and 2 and re place them with the lan -
guage of the 1996 Dis ci pline para graphs
which in clude the amend ments pur posed in
the DCA. 

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, now this item;
that’s the sub ject of the rea son for the sus -
pen sion of the rules. If you sus pend the
rules to deal with this mat ter, you are sus -
pend ing your agenda and the rules to deal
with this mat ter. If you will sus pend the
rules to deal with this mat ter vote ac cord -
ingly when the light co mes on. 

Uni ver sity Sen ate Nom i na tions

BISHOP BLAKE: The rules are not sus -
pended for that pur pose. 

Now let’s go to the Uni ver sity Sen ate
nom i na tions. These nom i na tions are also in
your DCA on p. 1749 and in the Ju di cial
Coun cil, I mean in the Uni ver sity Sen ate, in
the Book of Dis ci pline , the mem bers elected 
by the Gen eral Con fer ence shall be nom i -
nated and elected by the fol low ing pro ce -
dure, read ing from para graph 1417:
“Twelve per sons shall be nom i nated by the
Coun cil of Bishops . . .” and the qual i fi ca -
tions for those per sons are iden ti fied. Then,
“At the same daily ses sion at which the
above nom i na tions are an nounced, ad di -
tional nom i na tions may be made from the
floor but at no other time.”

On page 1749, in the right hand col umn,
you have the nom i na tions by the Coun cil of
Bishops for Uni ver sity Sen ate. Please note
those names. These per sons are al ready in
nom i na tion. 

 Now, the floor is open for ad di tional
nom i na tions for the Uni ver sity Sen ate. We
will fol low the same pro ce dure. Please
move to mikes and I will ro tate among the
mikes. Again, be sure you give the name of
the per son and mark on this card of nom i na -
tion “Uni ver sity Sen ate,” so we will be sure

to dis tin guish those from those who were
nom i nated by the Ju di cial Coun cil for the
Uni ver sity Sen ate. I see some one at  mike
six. Mike six, please.

CON NIE DIXON: (Cal i for nia Pa cific
con fer ence) I would like to nom i nate Dr.
Willie Jones, lay per son, Cal i for nia-Pa cific
con fer ence.

BISHOP BLAKE: Would you, as nom i -
na tions are made, we have cat e go ries of
per sons to be nom i nated. Would you iden -
tify in your nom i na tion the po si tion that this 
per son holds in re la tion ship to higher ed u -
ca tion. The elec tions are for per sons who
are chief ex ec u tive of fi cers of United Meth -
od ist re lated ed u ca tional in sti tu tions and
per sons hold ing other po si tions rel e vant to
ac a demic or fi nan cial af fairs or church re la -
tion ships.  I think that ref er ence would be
help ful in terms of the nom i nat ing pro cess.
We have re turned to  mike six. You have
made your nom i na tion. Po si tion, and the re -
la tion ship to higher ed u ca tion that this per -
son holds?

CON NIE DIXON: Dr. Jones is a dean at
Compton Col lege in Compton, Cal i for nia.

BISHOP BLAKE: Please in clude that in
your nom i na tion sheet. Num ber 8.

BEN AL FORD: Clergy del e gate, Ten -
nes see con fer ence. I would like to place in
nom i na tion Dr. Ted Brown, pres i dent, Mar -
tin Meth od ist Col lege.

BISHOP BLAKE: Mike 2.
FLO MARTIN: (South Geor gia Con fer -

ence) I would like to place in nom i na tion,
Dr. Charlene Black, lay, South Geor gia, as -
sis tant . . .as so ci ate vice pres i dent for ac a -
demic af fairs and dean of un der grad u ate
stud ies at Geor gia South ern Uni ver sity in
Statesboro, Geor gia.

BISHOP BLAKE: Mike 8.
DAVID E. PEÑALVA: (South In di ana

con fer ence) I would like to nom i nate Dr.
Da vid Maldonado. He is the newly ap -
pointed pres i dent of Illiff Col lege, Illiff
School of The ol ogy, ex cuse me, and he’s
from the Rio Grande Con fer ence.

BISHOP BLAKE: Mike one.
WIL LIAM H. HINSON (Texas Con fer -

ence): I would like to nom i nate Dr. Maxie
Dunnam, who is pres i dent of Asbury sem i -
nary

BISHOP BLAKE: Num ber six.
CHEOL H. KWAK: (Cal i for nia Pa cific

Con fer ence) I would like to place a nom i na -
tion for Dr. Leong S. Lee, from Iowa con -
fer ence. He’s a pro fes sor at Iowa State
Uni ver sity in Po lit i cal Sci ence also serv ing
as CPT.

BISHOP BLAKE: I see no other per sons
on mikes, there fore I will de clare that the
nom i na tions for Uni ver sity Sen ate are
closed.  Thank you for the par tic i pa tion in
this pro cess.  Again, these will all be pub -
lished in the DCA and the elec tions will
take place in ple nary next week. 

BISHOP BLAKE: Now, friends, many of 
you have been here since eight o’clock. It’s
10:30. I would like for you to look at your
watches, be cause in thir teen min utes we
will have the ac tion be fore us on the
Connectional Pro cess Team Re port, so look 
at your watches, thir teen min utes, we will
be gin our ses sion ex actly at that time.

(Singing)

BISHOP BLAKE: Thank you so much,
and please be seated, as we con tinue the
agenda as you adopted. Let the con fer ence
be in or der. Not quite ev ery body is here yet.

We would like to an nounce for del e gates
that the dead line for the bio graph i cal in for -
ma tion for the nom i nees for Ju di cial Coun -
cil and the Uni ver sity Sen ate, the dead line
is 3:00 p.m. this af ter noon. I will ask Car o -
lyn Mar shall, our sec re tary, to make that an -
nounce ment again at the end of the
morn ing. But some of you who are re spon -
si ble for that need to be at ten tive to that,
three o’clock this af ter noon. Now we’re un -
der an or der of the day at this time, an or der
that you pre scribed in your rules on Tues -
day. And let me re mind you what you voted
on Tues day in terms of your rules. The rule
re lat ing to Fri day morn ing is as fol lows:

“On Fri day, May 5, fol low ing the Af rica
Uni ver sity Re port”—if you want ref er -
ences, this is on page 1730 of your
DCA—“the floor of the con fer ence shall be
open for de bate upon amend ments to or any
other ac tion upon the re port as the con fer -
ence may di rect. This ac tion shall pre cede
any leg is la tive com mit tee’s ac tion on spe -
cific pe ti tions re lated to the CPT re port.”
This has been ful filled, the last half of that
mo tion, in that there are no leg is la tive com -
mit tee ac tions con cern ing this re port. So
that has been ful filled.

Now we turn to the Connectional Pro cess
Team. Mi nerva Carcaño is a rep re sen ta tive
of the team who will put the mat ter be fore
us from the team. This Connectional Pro -
cess Team was au tho rized by the 1996 ses -
sion of Gen eral Con fer ence, so it has the
stand ing of a com mit tee that the Gen eral
Con fer ence has au tho rized. She will put the
mat ter be fore us from the com mit tee, and
then we’ll have an op por tu nity to speak to
putt ing the mat ter be fore us. So we turn to
Mi nerva Carcaño.

MI NERVA CARCAÑO (Rio Grande):
Bue nas días. I greet you in the name and in
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the peace of Je sus Christ on this fifth day of
May, Cinco de Mayo, a day of great lib er a -
tion and cel e bra tion for Mex ico.

(Ap plause)
And the peo ple of God say viva México y

viva la grande Iglesia Metodista de México.

Adop tion of “Liv ing Into the Fu ture” Rec -
om mended

I would re fer you to the re port of
Connectional Pro cess Team, which is found 
in your Ad vance Edi tion of the Daily Chris -
tian Ad vo cate, vol ume one, sec tion one,
pages 5 through 21. The Ad vanced Edi tion
of the DCA vol ume one, sec tion one, pages
5 through 21. In an ef fort to fa cil i tate the de -
lib er a tions of this Gen eral Con fer ence on
this morn ing, the Connectional Pro cess
Team has a rec om men da tion. The
Connectional Pro cess Team rec om mends
the adop tion of the sec tion of its re port ti tled 
“Liv ing Into the Fu ture.” This sec tion is
found on pages 18, be gin ning on the sec ond
col umn, and ex tend ing through page 20.
We would fur ther rec om mend that the first
sec tion of the re port, pages one through 18,
be re ferred to gen eral church Cov e nant
Coun cil pro posed in the “Liv ing Into the
Fu ture” sec tion for its fur ther study and
con sid er ation. I would like to speak to the
mo tion if I am al lowed.

BISHOP BLAKE: Yes, is there a sec ond?
UN IDEN TI FIED SPEAKER: Sec onded.
BISHOP BLAKE: It’s sec onded.
CARCAÑO: The CPT has sought to lis -

ten to God’s will for The United Meth od ist
Church through prayer and the study of
Scrip ture, through the good work of our sis -
ters and our broth ers who worked tire lessly
on the Connectional Is sues Study, as well as 
through the vi sion ary work of the Coun cil
of Bishops in their study of the global na ture 
of The United Meth od ist Curch.

We have also at tempted to hear God’s
will through Chris tian conferencing with
United Meth od ists through out the con nec -
tion, and now as we gather as the Gen eral
Con fer ence. We are clear on the fact that
God has placed on our col lec tive heart the
need for change. Change not for the sake of
change, but for the sake of the mis sion of the 
church: to make dis ci ples of Je sus Christ,
faith ful fol low ers of Christ who pro claim
that in Je sus Christ is found our sal va tion,
dis ci ples who live in God’s reign of jus tice
in vit ing oth ers to do the same for the peace
of all of God’s cre ation.

The re port of the Coun cil of Bishops, the
re port of the la ity, the Gen eral Coun cil on
Min is try re port, have pointed to the need for 
change. Our con ver sa tion through Wednes -
day’s re flec tion groups of dis cern ment have 

held up the need for change. Our con ver sa -
tions as a Connectional Pro cess Team with
United Meth od ists from across the church
spoke the need for change. In this spirit of
seek ing con fir ma tion of what we un der -
stand to be God’s will by lis ten ing to God’s
peo ple, we are also clear that change in The
United Meth od ist Church must come grad -
u ally. By adopt ing the “Liv ing Into the Fu -
ture” sec tion of the Connectional Pro cess
Team re port, the Gen eral Con fer ence
would ini ti ate a pro cess of grad ual change
that would en able The United Meth od ist
Church to move in a transformational di rec -
tion, in those ar eas where the dis cern ment
pro cess of this very Gen eral Con fer ence has 
af firmed that there is con sen sus—mainly,
our need of God’s trans for ma tion; sec -
ondly, the need to prayer fully and to gether
dis cern God’s vi sion for the church; the
need for us to model a new style of lead er -
ship that makes us part ners in mis sion—la -
ity and clergy United Meth od ists in the
U.S., in the Phil ip pines and Af rica, and in
Asia, part ners in mis sion to all the globe.

Adopting the “Liv ing Into the Fu ture”
sec tion would also en able us to con tinue our 
Chris tian conferencing on that point which
we are yet not clear—on which we are yet
not clear: How do we live to gether, work to -
gether, serve to gether as United Meth od ists
who by the grace of God now rep re sent not
only the di ver sity of the United States, but
also the rich di ver sity of God’s peo ple in the 
Phil ip pines and Af rica and in Eu rope. The
adop tion of the “Liv ing Into the Fu ture”
sec tion of the CPT re port would es tab lish a
Cov e nant Coun cil whose life as di rected in
the re port would span only for the next qua -
dren nium and that would be ac count able to
the 2004 Gen eral Con fer ence, with the
added re spon si bil ity of re port ing its prog -
ress an nu ally to all of the an nual con fer -
ences of the de nom i na tion as well as to the
Coun cil of Bishops.

The CPT ear nestly be lieves that the adop -
tion of the “Liv ing Into the Fu ture” sec tion,
with the re fer ral of the bal ance of the CPT
re port to a tem po rary Cov e nant Coun cil,
faith fully and with in teg rity re sponds to
God’s call for God’s peo ple called United
Meth od ists on this day.

Pro posal to Re fer “Liv ing Into the Fu ture”
Gen eral and Ju di cial 

Ad min is tra tion Com mit tee

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, this mat ter is be -
fore you. Let me state the mo tion for our
clar i fi ca tion. Moved, that the adop tion of
the sec tion of the re port ti tled “Liv ing Into
the Fu ture,” and the sec ond part of the mo -
tion, that first sec tion of the re port be re -
ferred to the gen eral church Cov e nant
Coun cil pro posed in the “Liv ing Into the

Fu ture.” OK, let’s start over here, at mi cro -
phone five.

CHRISTINE HAR MAN (Ken tucky):
Thank you, Bishop. I move that we re fer the
sec tion of the CPT re port ti tled “Liv ing Into
the Fu ture” to Leg is la tive Com mit tee Num -
ber Six, Gen eral and Ju di cial Ad min is tra -
tion, for scru tiny, per fec tion, and re turn to
the ple nary through our nor mal leg is la tive
pro cess. This again is the sec tion that be gins 
on page 18 of the red DCA and is also
printed on page 1686 of the May 3rd daily
DCA, where it is noted as pe ti tion num ber
31967.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, if there’s a—is
there a sec ond? Would you like to speak to
your mo tion of re fer ral, and then—this is
what’s be fore us now, just a mo tion to re fer.
Yes, mi cro phone five.

HAR MAN: Here. Since the print ing of
the sec tion in our daily DCA came af ter this
amend ment for the pro cess that we were
deal ing with, I think that the in ten tion was
to get this in pe ti tion form to a leg is la tive
com mit tee where we could work on it in a
nor mal pro cess and then bring the whole of
that piece back to this body for de lib er a tion. 
That is what I would like to see hap pen.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, is there a . . . Now
we need a state ment against the mo tion to
re fer. I don’t see any one seek ing that. The
mo tion to re fer to the leg is la tive com mit tee
the sec tion is be fore you. Vote when the
light co mes . . . I am sorry, the maker of the
main mo tion al ways has the right to the last
speech, but no speeches will be al lowed
from the floor. Do you wish to speak to the
mo tion to re fer?

MI NERVA CARCAÑO: In be half of the
CPT, and in a spirit of Chris tian
conferencing and in sup port of our leg is la -
tive pro cess, we would ac cept that rec om -
men da tion.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, you can not ac -
cept it, it‘s in the po si tion of the floor . . . 

CARCAÑO: We would sup port it.
BISHOP BLAKE: . . . but that’s a state -

ment in re sponse to the team. The mo tion is
to re fer, vote 1 for “yes”; 2 for “no.” Vote
when the light co mes on. “Yes,” 566; “No,”
308. OK, you have re ferred the mat ter. All it 
takes is a ma jor ity vote on re fer ral. Now,
what I un der stand is that now the mat ter is
in the leg is la tive com mit tee. I want to be
sen si tive to . . . I know as the chair of all
kinds of re sponses that were con sid ered,
and now, for those of you who are new del e -
gates, we just want to ex plain that the whole
re port will come back to you af ter the leg is -
la tive com mit tee deals with it, and that will
be sub mit ted back to the floor in the nor mal
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pro cess of the leg is la tive com mit tee re -
ports.

OK, does it have to do with the mat ter that
we’ve al ready . . . Let me check, here,
there’s per sons seek ing the floor—I’ll look
over here, first of all, to mi cro phone seven.

BILL SCOTT (Mis sis sippi): I un der stood 
the mo tion to re fer from page 18 to the end,
not to the be gin ning of that re port; so the
whole thing is not re ferred, as I un der stood
the mo tion.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, would the maker
of the mo tion go to num ber five and re state
the mo tion as you made it and have sub mit -
ted it?

HAR MAN: The mo tion was as fol lows: I
move that we re fer the sec tion of the CPT
re port ti tled “Liv ing Into the Fu ture” to
Leg is la tive Com mit tee Num ber Six, for
scru tiny, per fec tion, and re turn to the ple -
nary through our nor mal leg is la tive pro -
cess. As I un der stand it, that is where the
ac tual ac tion is rec om mended to be taken.
The rest of the doc u ment—I un der stand,
and cer tainly can be cor rected to that—is
back ground in for ma tion that leads up to
that plan of ac tion which deals with the cre -
ation of the Cov e nant Coun cil, and then the
at ten dant re spon si bil i ties as signed to it for
the next four years.

BISHOP BLAKE: The chair ac cepted the 
mo tion to re fer in re la tion ship to the main
mo tion be fore the body. There was no re -
quest to di vide that is sue in the orig i nal
main mo tion. It was rec om mended that the
first sec tion of the re port be re ferred to the
gen eral church Cov e nant Coun cil pro posed
in “Liv ing Into the Fu ture” sec tion. There
was no ac tion re quested in that part of the

re port. So my rul ing is that the mo tion to re -
fer was not di vided, and the main mo tion
was be fore us, and the whole mat ter has
been re ferred. The whole mat ter will come
back to the ple nary by the route of the leg is -
la tive com mit tee, and then the re port will be 
be fore us.

OK, we’ll turn here, to mi cro phone four.
These are pro ce dural mat ters. State the is -
sue, please, so we can move on. We’re try -
ing to pro tect leg is la tive com mit tee time, if
at all pos si ble. Yes. Mi cro phone two? OK.

Bishop’s Rul ing 
on “Liv ing Into the Fu ture” Ap pealed

MAC BRANTLEY (North Geor gia): I
ap peal the rul ing of the chair on this mat ter.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK. In ap peal ing the
rul ing of the chair, you sim ply—that is an
in ci den tal mo tion. And the mat ter is be fore
you in terms of whether or not you would
sup port the chair’s rul ing that I have just
made. The mat ter has been sec onded, so
that is what is be fore us. It is de bat able; this
mo tion is de bat able. Would some one like to 
speak on ei ther side of this is sue of ap peal -
ing the de ci sion of the chair?

BISHOP BLAKE: OK. Move to  mike 7,
please. This is only on the mo tion to ap peal.

AILEEN L. WIL LIAMS (Min ne sota):
Bishop, I would give a point of clar i fi ca tion. 
The “Liv ing into the Fu ture” ma te rial starts
on p.18; and in the mo tion to re fer, that is the 
por tion that was asked to be re ferred. The
orig i nal mo tion, the orig i nal rec om men da -
tion given by Mi nerva Carcaño, from CPT,
was that the sec tion be adopted by the body
of the Gen eral Con fer ence 2000, which
would mean that we have moved it into leg -

is la tive com mit tee to be dealt with, as is our
pro cess. The other part of the rec om men da -
tion is for a fu ture body, which would be
cre ated. There fore, I think it’s a mat ter of
clar i fi ca tion of your de ci sion that I would
ap peal to. 

BISHOP BLAKE: Are you speak ing in
sup port or against the mo tion to ap peal the
de ci sion of the chair?

AILEEN WIL LIAMS: I’ve tried to give a 
word of clar i fi ca tion. I don’t think that the
de ci sion of the chair was in cor rect in our
pro ce dure, but in terms of which por tion has 
been re ferred to the com mit tee.

BISHOP BLAKE: OK, I would reg is ter
that on the side of op pos ing the mo tion to
ques tion the rul ing of the chair. I see of no
other per son want ing to speak. OK, I’ll see
here on p. 5, please state which side of the
is sue you’re speak ing on. This is only on the 
ap peal of the de ci sion of the chair. Mike 1.
I’m sorry; I said 5 and should have said 1.
No. 1, please.

JAMIE E. JENKINS (North Geor gia): In
sup port of the mo tion for ap peal, on p. 18,
the first sen tence un der “Liv ing into the Fu -
ture,” would cause me to con clude that the
first 18 pages was not in cluded in the re fer -
ral be cause it says, “upon adop tion of the
fore go ing doc u ment, transformational di -
rec tions, . . .” etc., etc., which be gan on p. 5,
so there fore it would seem to me that the
pre vi ous 18 pages would not be in cluded in
the rec om men da tion to re fer pp. 18b, fol -
low ing, the “Liv ing into the Fu ture” sec -
tion.

(Con tinued in next is sue)
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